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Abstract
Steve C. Taylor: UNVEILING MYSTERY BABYLON:
COULD THE FINAL SEVEN YEARS OF THE AGE BEGIN IN 2024
AND COULD THE CHURCH BE ASLEEP?

(Under the direction of Charles H. Stover)

7KLV UHVHDUFK SURMHFW DVVHVVHG FKXUFK OHDGHUYV
current events and geopolitical occurrences that could impact prophesied end-time
events and chronology. Further, the project introduced novel theories and concepts
related to the timing of end-time events, including the second coming of Jesus.

The purpose of this study was two-fold. First, this study examined whether the
Church, as represented by its leaders, would be found metaphorically "asleep” or
unaware, as was suggested by Jesus in the Parable of the Ten Virgins
(Mat 25:1-13). Second, this study determined whether exposure to emerging
geopolitical occurrences and events that intersected with the novel theories would
create an urgency in church leaders to explore further and then communicate those
theories and events to those they led.

The project employed a dynamic three-hour presentation, illustrated by
PowerPoint slides and relevant handouts, to a sample group of twelve Protestant
evangelical church leaders with significant ministry experience and varied levels of
theological education.

The presentation introduced the sample group to emerging end-time theories
that associated the United Nations with Mystery Babylon. It proposed novel theories

concerning key prophetic concepts and emerging theories related to the timing of



end-WLPH HYHQWY DQG VXJIJHVWHG WKDW JHRSROLWLFDO RF
5HVHW DQG WKH HPHUJHQFH RI WKH PHJéhéUd¥é RI 1HRP LQ
considered prophetically significant.
Study findings revealed that participants had limited awareness of the
concepts presented or their potential connection to end-time prophecy. This study
found that most of these leaders had given a low priority to teaching and preaching
biblical prophecy in their ministries. This finding suggested that many of those they
would lead would be inadequately prepared for what could occur during the last days
of the age.
This study found that most church leaders woke XS°™ ZKHQ SUHVHQWHG ZL'
scripturally based, novel, and emerging theories that aligned with current events and
geopolitical realities. Post-presentation findings revealed that the participants
became engaged and were receptive to examination and, in some cases,
reconsideration of their former beliefs.
Once awakened, these leaders expressed a renewed sense of urgency to
prioritize communication of end-time themes in their ministries. They also recognized
the need to become and remain informed concerning world events as they could
impact prophetic fulfilment. Finally, these leaders exhibited adaptive and
transformative leadership traits, focusing on awakening those they led - individuals

who presumably would also have metaphorically been asleep.
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Preface
7KLV ZULWHU REVHUYHG WKDW D GLFKRWRP\ DSSHDUH(
Parable of the Ten Virgins, which suggested that the Church would be
metaphorically asleep at His coming (Mat 25:1-13), but at the same time, an
DZDNHQLQJ ZRXOG RFFXU LQ ZKLFK 3N,Q FDZ0H &KH 2K D\DHD \EKH
XQGHUVWDI@,10). Bdwever, the dichotomy was removed upon the
recogniton WKDW LW ZDV WKH 3PLGQLJKW FU\" WKDW FDXVHG W
25:6) and was likely the wellspring of the increase of knowledge and understanding
referenced in the Book of Daniel. The biblical text did not identify from whom or
where this cry came, but it was clear that the cry caused the awakening.
In much the same way, this writer hypothesized that if the last days were
QHDU FKXUFK OHDGHUV ZRXOG EH DVOHHS EXW ZRXOG DZIL
FU\ ~ 7KLV VWXG\ SXUS RWeiher auRchGeddgrs! WePeLnqetdphorically
asleep, and if so, would they awaken if they were shown emerging, specific, current
events that aligned with the near fulfillment of biblical prophecy.
Totest WKH 3PLGQLJKW FU\" K\SRWKHVLV WKLV AULWHU G
group of church leaders a three-hour PowerPoint presentation that aligned biblical
prophecy with specific, major, current events. The novel and emerging end-time
WKHRULHY DQG FRQFHSWYV SUHVHQWHG R I|Wdt@ekeRBRQIOLFWHC(
Post presentation, this writer reviewed the topics with the participants to
answer questions and fully explain any existing issues. The aim was to create an
urgency in the leaders concerning the coming of Jesus and those things prophesied

to occur prior to His return. The ultimate purpose was to awaken the church leaders
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so they, in turn, could awaken the Church just as the midnight cry awakened the
YLUJLQV LQ -HVXVY SDUDEOH

The success of the project required well-researched, scripturally based,
HPHUJLQJ WKHRULHY IRU WKH OHDGHUVY FRQVLGHUDWLRQ
works of Joel Richardson, Nelson Walters, and the producers of The Messiah 2030
Project.

The works and research of Joel Richardson and Nelson Walters formed the
backbone for theories related to the identity and location of Mystery Babylon, the
sequential letters/seals theory, theories related to end-time chronology, and other
theories presented in this study. This study relied on the research and work from
The Messiah 2030 Project to propose the timing of Jesus feturn based on a biblical,
prophetic perspective and to proffer that believers should be aware of that timing.

This study found that church leaders who were exposed to scripturally based,
novel, end-time theories that aligned with current events and geopolitical realities
had an increased priority and focus on end-time issues in their ministries.

The voluminous works this writer reviewed in preparation for this study speak
to this stud \ § Mdebtedness to these men and to the producers of the Messiah 2030
Project. Any omission in crediting these authors was entirely unintended.

Since the focus of the project was directed moreto WKH FKXUFK OHDGHUVY
reactions than to proving the theories themselves, this writer would encourage
readers of this paper to research the works of Joel Richardson, Nelson Walters, and
the Messiah 2030 Project to obtain a more complete understanding of the concepts

introduced.



Table of Contents

Y 0111 = o PRSP v
[ =To [ Tox= 11 o I o USSP Vi
ACKNOWIEAGMENTS e e e e e e e e e e e Vii
PIE ACE . e viii
LISt Of HIUSTFAtIONS .o e e e e e e e e e e e e Xiii

Chapter One: Introduction

StateMENT Of PUIMPOSE .....uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii bbb 1
L@ 1Y 1 P 1
Theoretical/Conceptual Framework ..o 4
The SAMPIE ... 5
Foundational StAtEMENT ........ccooie i i e e e e 7
(=T £=ToT o F= LN o 11 o F= 1 o o 7
] ] or=1 I o TU T o F= 4[] o 13
Theological FOUNALION ........ccooeiiieeeeeeee 31
[ TS0 g Tor= VI o 18] o F= U1 o] o 34
Contemporary FOUNUALION ...........uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiee bbb 36
Contextual EIBMENT .........oiii et e e e e e e e e e e eeeaan e e e e e e e eeeeenes 38
D= T T o g o) B =7 1 01U 40
ProjECt GOAIS ...cooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 48
Design, Procedure, and ASSESSIMENT ......coiiieiiiieiiiiiie e e e ee e e e e e e e e e 50



Chapter Two: Literature Review

OVBIVIBW .ottt e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e et e et e etaba e e e e e e e e eeeestnan e e eeeeeeeennnes 52
Biblical and Theological BaSIS ...........ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 53
Mystery Babylon UnvVeiled ... 57

The Rider and White Horse Prophecy, Mystery Babylon, and

NEW WOIId OFder .......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 83
The Mystery of the Seven Churches of Revelation .............ccccovviiiiiiiieeeeiiinn, 91
Principles and Prophecies Revealingthe OHVVLDK{V.5HW.XUQ........... 102
SUMIMI@TY ettt et e et et e e e e e et e et e ee b e e e e e e et e enssbnnneeeeeeeennnns 118

Chapter Three: Methodology

OVBIVIBW ittt ettt e e e e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e et aeaa e e e e eeeeeeesssnnnneeeeeeeeennnes 119
ReSearch QUESHIONS .......uuuiiiiiiieiieeie et e e e e e e e e e e e e 120
Research Design SIIUCIUIE ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 122
LItErature REVIBW ....ccoieieeiiiiie ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e anaan e e e e e e 125
Research SEtliNg ........coooiiiiiiiiiii 127
D= L= @] | [T o 1 o [ 128
The Sampling Unit ... 133
Data Analysis Methods ...........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 136
[T Tor= @0 IS0 [T = 11 [0 o 137
Strengths and LIMItAtIONS ...........uueuiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieie bbb 138
(@0] o Td 1§13 0] o 140

Xi



Chapter Four: Results of the Study

OVEIVIBW ...ttt 142
Participant DemOgraphiCs .........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 144
Presentation of FINAINGS .......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 145
Unexpected FINAINGS .....coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 190
SUMMIAIY ettt e ettt e e e et e e e e e et b e e e e e et e e e eesba e e e eennan e eaeesnnnaaaeees 192

Chapter Five: Synthesis of the Research

INTFOAUCTION .. 195
Summary of the FINAINGS ........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 197
(©0] o[ 1157 o] o F- TN 214
RECOMMENTALIONS ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 223
CoNClUAING REMATKS ......uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie bbb 234
Final Thoughts and RefleCtionS ... 238
BiblIOgrapny oo 240
Appendix A.

Participant CoNSENt LETET ........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 254

Appendix B.
HIUSTFALIONS ... 256
Appendix C.

[ F=1 010 (010 | NPT 281

Xii



List of lllustrations

Figure 1.1: Welcome and Presentation Title .........cccooooviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeei e 256
Figure 1.2: The Lion of Babylon ...........ooiiii i 257
Figure 1.3: Ruins of the City of Babylon ... 258
Figure 1.4: Fresco; Map Of Iraq ......ccouvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 259
Figure 1.5: Significant Bricks; Wall of the City of Babylon .............ccccvviiiiiiiinnnn. 260
Figure 1.6: Last-Days World GOVErNMENTS ..........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 261
Figure 1.7: :KR RU :KDW LV 30\VWHU\N..2%DEMN.RQ.............. 261
Figure 1.8 3UHVHQW 'D\ 3&KLHIL.IREHQM ... 262
Figure 1.9: PRarmakeia ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 262
Figure 1.10: The Woman Rides the Beast ...........cvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee 263
Figure 1.11: The Great RESEL ...t 263
Figure 1.12: The Great Reset; What Did They Say .......ccccccevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee, 264
Figure 1.13: Rapture Views Compared .........cccccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 264
Figure 2.1: Mystery Babylon; Identity and LOCation ...........cccccvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiineennn. 265
Figure 2.2: Dystopian Paradise; NEOM .........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 265
Figure 2.3: NeomM WIll Be... oot 266
Figure 2.4: Edom is Neom in Saudia Arabia .........ccccccevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee 266
Figure 2.5: The White HOrse Prophecy .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeee 267
Figure 2.6: Whitewashed Sepulchers .........ccccooiiii 267
Figure 2.7: Bow; Righteousness or DeCeption ..........cceuvvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 268
Figure 2.8: Peacekeeping; Righteousness or Deception ........cccccccvvvvviiviiiieiieeennn. 268
Figure 2.9: The Stephanos Crown; Righteousness or Deception ..........ccccccceeeeee.. 269

Xiii



Figure 2.10
Figure 2.11

Figure 2.12

Figure 2.13:
Figure 2.14:

Figure 2.15:

Figure 2.16

Figure 2.17:

Figure 2.18:

8QLWHG 1D WibR@ YdtuPGtohal Goals
8QLWHG 1DWLRQVY 3DFW IRU WwHMadyW.X.U.R707KH &RY

8QLWHG 1DWLRQVY 3DFW IRU WKH )XWXUR70: KLWH +

The Mystery of the Seven Churches ...........cccccoiiiiiis 271
Translating Revelation 1:19 ........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 271
The Mystery of the Seven Churches; End Times Application ........... 272

I1LFRODLWDQH OHDQV 33 &RQTXHURU.RLWKH23HRSOH"’
Is the Rider a NICOIAITIAN? ...oeeeeeeeeee e 273

Principles and ProphHFLHY 5HYHDOLQJ -~HV.XV.1.5HMXUQ

Figure 2.19: A Day is to a Thousand Years PrinCiple .........cccccccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnennnnn. 274
Figure 2.20: The Hosea Prophecy .........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee 274
Figure 2.21: The Jubilee PrinCiple ... 275
Figure 2.22.a: The Day and Hour No One Knows? (1 0f 6) ......cccccvvvivviiiiiiiinennnn. 275
Figure 2.22.b: The Day and Hour No One Knows? (2 0f 6) .......cccccvvvvvviiiiiininennnn. 276
Figure 2.22.c: The Day and Hour No One Knows? (3 0f6) .....ccccccvvvvviviiiiiiiinennnn. 276
Figure 2.22.d: The Day and Hour No One Knows? (4 0f 6) .......cccccvvvvvviiiiiiiinennnn. 277
Figure 2.22.e: The Day and Hour No One Knows? (5 0f 6) ......ccccccvvvviviiiiiiniiennnn. 277
Figure 2.22.f: The Day and Hour No One Knows? (6 0f 6) .......ccccccvvvviviiiiiiiiiennnn. 278
Figure 2.23: Wise or Foolish? Wicked or WIiSE? ........coevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee 278
Figure 2.24: The Timeline Unsealed ...........cccccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee 279

Xiv



CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

Statement Of Purpose

This study examined the receptiveness of church leaders to novel and
emerging concepts and theories regarding end-time events and sought to affirm
-HVXVY VWDWHPHQW PDGH LQ WKH 3DUDiuhiweuldBeKH 7HQ 9|
metaphorically asleep prior to His coming.t

Overview

7KH JRDO RI WKLV VWXG\ ZDV WR OHDUQ RI FKXUFK OH
interpretations of Mystery Babylon and end-time events. This project took a
guantitative and qualitative approach to analyze the findings through a mixed-method
review.? 7KLV VWXG\ FROOHFWHG LQIRUPDWLRQ UHJDUGLQJ FK
SUHSDUHGQHVY WKURXJK D SUHVHQWDWLRQ SURFHVYV WKD
and after beliefs and attitudes.

The church leaders who patrticipated in the study underwent several stages of
review or questioning during this study process: an initial vetting, a pre- and

post-questionnaire phase, and finally, one-on-one interviews. The presentation was a

1 The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13.).

2 Sharan B. Merriam and Elizabeth J. Tisdell, Qualitative Research, Fourth Edition, (Jossey-

Bass: San Francisco, 2016). P. 15-17.



three-hour intensive seminar with a PowerPoint presentation? that covered several
emerging end-time concepts and theories, including the following specific topics:

1) Mystery Babylon being understood as a global empire consisting of a
network of cities with a capital in Neom, Saudi Arabia. This empire was
suggested to be led by elite families, merchants, and international banking
cartels and manifested by entities such as the United Nations. The Great
5HVHW ZDV SURSRVHG DV WKH PHWKRG RI WKLV HPSL

2) An examination of Mystery Babylon and its relation to the White Horse and
Rider as found in Revelation 6:1-2.

3) A proposed novel approach to interpreting the Letters to the Seven
Churches in Revelation Chapters 2 and 3.

4) An examination of the proposition that prophetic events would become
within the knowledge of Christians before their occurrence, including the
potential commencement of the tribulation in 2024 and the return of Jesus
Christ in 2030.

The post-presentation survey, which was conducted immediately following the

completion of the presentation, was designed to measure any changes in
understanding and attitude shifts among the participants. Additionally, in-depth, in-

person interviews were conducted with the participants into their personal views,

3 See Figure 1.1; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 256, Appendix B. Selected
02/13/24 Presentation PowerPoint slides were provided to illustrate specific points and arguments and

were identified as figures in this study.



concerns, and openness to these end-time theories. This comprehensive approach
was used to determine the factors that influenced their understanding#
The qualitative analysis was furthered by eliciting specific responses to obtain
WKH SDUWLFLSDQWVY SHUFHSWLRQV FRQFHUQV DQG UHFL}
WRSLFV 7KH TXDOLWDWLYH IUDPHZRUN ZDV GHVLIJQHG WR
perspectives and interpretations of biblical prophecies before and after the
presentation process.®
This writer used this study's findings to assess church leaders' understanding
and receptiveness toward new and emerging end-time theories. The findings also
assisted this writer in determining how to address potential resistance to novel
end-time theories and to further prepare church leaders to embrace changes in
understanding that could be necessary to navigate the end-times era.
This project had several key objectives. The first was to further the
conversation on the important prophetic concepts between church leaders and those
who rely on them. The second, and possibly more critical, objective was to assist
church leadership in recognizing the importance of understanding how current events
and biblical prophecy were converging. This study hoped to prepare church leadership

for the dynamic times the Church would soon enter by urging awareness and

4 Merriam, p. 108, 109.

5 Merriam, p. 109-111.



openness to emerging concepts. For this study, church leaders were identified as

seasoned pastors, chaplains, and academic professionals with a minimum of a

PDVWHUYY GHJUHH LQ ELEOLFDO VWXGLHYV
Theoretical A nd Conceptual Framework

A theoretical and conceptual framework was a critical component of the
research project as it provided a structure for understanding the underlying principles,
concepts, and theories that guided the research process. A primarily qualitative
approach was used to examine the subjects chosen for this research project.

While this research project used quantitative aspects to compare and analyze
the responses of the project participants, conclusions were largely formed using the
SDUWLFLSDQWVY TXDOLWDWLYH UHVSRQVHY WR WKH TXHUI

Emphasizing this approach allowed rich insights into how church leaders would
respond when introduced to novel end-time theories.

This study also used two primary research methodologies. The first
methodology entailed an analysis of biblical and academic sources that examined the
biblical concepts being reviewed. This analysis of existing literature, commentary, and
research studies, as well as the review of literally hundreds of articles and videos that
presented novel and emerging theories and concepts introduced by contemporary
Bible teachers provided a comprehensive understanding of the concepts under
consideration. The analysis also identified significant topics and interpretations and
framed the issues under consideration. The second primary methodology used was a

phenomenological approach, which enabled the exploration and analysis of the



sample participants' knowledge, aptitude in teaching prophetic eschatology*, and their
reactions to contrary viewpoints. This approach focused on understanding and
describing FK XU F K Onddetiemsaftefconfronting novel end-time concepts within

the context of their theological beliefs.

*(', 72596 127(

Prophetic Eschatology is not a term typically found in most biblical
dictionaries or lexicons. This writer has used this term consistently in
this study to mean the completion of all things as revealed by the
prophets of God in the Old and New Testament. It would be the branch
of theology that would deal with questions about the ultimate meaning
DQG SXUSRVH RI OLIH HVSHFLDOO\ LQ UHODWLR
and the world.

This phenomenological approach, which used before-and-after questionnaires,
interviews, conversations, and observations, was designed to capture the rich
TXDOLWDWLYH GDWD WKDW LOOXVWUDWHG WKHVILE®LWY LG XI
regarding the theories and concepts introduced in this project.®
The Sample
This project's sample subjects were born-again Christians with a Protestant,
evangelical, premillennial, biblical worldview. They were either seasoned pastors,

FKDSODLQVY RU DFDGHPLF SURIHVVLRQDOV ZLWK D PLQLPX

6 Max Van Manen, Phenomenology of Practice: Meaning-Giving Methods in Phenomenological

Research and writing (Developing Qualitative Inquiry) 15t ed. (New York: Left Coast Press, Inc., 2014).

28-31.



education. Several of the participants were seminary or biblical college professors.
Their participation, responses, and interaction with the novel end-time theories were
fundamental to this study.

The characteristics of the sample group were of great importance in developing
an understanding of whether the Church was metaphorically asleep, as suggested by
Jesus in the Parable of the Ten Virgins. As leaders of the Church, their understanding
and aptitude to teach these emerging theories would impact those whom they teach
and lead. The opportunity to administer a phenomenological study to church leaders
with varying experience in the ministry, pedagogy, and learning also shed light on the
openness of church leadership to consider novel theories based on the varying
characteristics of the sample group.”

The sample group was composed of these individuals for several reasons.
These church leaders were chosen as a sample pool because they were thought to be
key players in theological discussions. Therefore, they would play a pivotal role in
shaping the theological understanding of the greater church body. A second reason
for choosing to survey these individuals concerning their eschatology was to discern
the extent to which these concepts and theories might be understood by those they
led.

Finally, these individuals were chosen due to their unique fit with the research
approach employed by this study. The sample group agreed to the extensive pre- and

post-presentation survey and interview process, allowing for an in-depth examination

7 Merriam, p. 96-97.



of their beliefs. A primarily qualitative method with a phenomenological approach was
utilized, which allowed this study to capture valuable data concerning the participants
and those they lead. Also captured by this method was the participants finclination to
adjust their beliefs when confronted with novel end-time concepts.
Foundational Statement
This section of the project examined the foundational structure of the study.
Forming the basis for this study required the exploration of five different areas:

1) Personal - This section explained the reasons underlying the choice of the
topics in this project.

2) Biblical - This section reviewed and analyzed the Old and New Testament
references to Babylon, Mystery Babylon, and related prophecy.

3) Theological - This section covered major theological perspectives and
foundations of prophetic eschatology in general and Mystery Babylon in
particular.

4) Historical - This section examined historical theories, beliefs, and
perspectives on Mystery Babylon's identity, character, and location.

5) Contemporary - This section investigated modern theories, beliefs, and
perspectives on Myst HU\ % D E ldemity, €varacter, and location.

Personal Foundation
This writer selected this topic, UNVEILING MYSTERY BABYLON: COULD
THE FINAL SEVEN YEARS OF THE AGE BEGIN IN 2024, AND COULD THE
CHURCH BE ASLEEP " "due to a deeply held conviction that the Church would soon

face the realities of the final seven years of this age. This period has often been



referred to as the seven-year tribulation culminating in the final coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. This ZU LW H U § foéuBe@ &rttthé @hurch | &wvareness of end-time
scenarios and the soon return of the Lord.

This writer has been a pastor since 2012 and a faith-based ministry director
since 2002. This ministry has aimed to protect and preserve Christian rights and
fundamental faith-based beliefs. He has developed a keen interest in eschatology and
holds a premillennial, pre-wrath view of the end-times. Uniquely, shortly after his
acceptance of Jesus Christ as his Savior in 1999, this writer was given the opportunity
to engage in a short-term mission trip to Baghdad, Irag. While he visited Babylon, he
became fascinated with its mystery, which permeated both the Old and New
Testament. He has been captivated by the subject matter since that time.8 10,11

In this paper, this writer argued that Mystery Babylon, the entity mentioned in
Chapters 17 and 18 of The Revelation of Jesus According to John the Divine, would
manifest the first world governance system of the end-times. He suggested that a
group R1 3JO R BD@hden the Bible called 3 W gréat men of the H D U Wokld”
create this world government. This government would then be destroyed by a related
entity, led by the Antichrist, which would be the final end-time government before the

JRUGYTV UHWXUQ

8 See Figure 1.2; 2003 Mission Trip to Iraq, p. 257, Appendix B.
9 See Figure 1.3; 2003 Mission Trip to Iraq, p. 258, Appendix B.
10 See Figure 1.4; 2003 Mission Trip to Iraq, p. 259, Appendix B.

11 See Figure 1.5; 2003 Mission Trip to Iraq, p. 260, Appendix B.



Several novel concepts related to the interpretation of the passages in the

Book of Revelation were also argued and proposed for consideration by this writer.
It was proposed that the White Horse and Rider (Rev 6:1-2) were to be angelic
forces directing the United Nations, and a novel approach was proposed for the
interpretation of the Letters to the Seven Churches found in Revelation Chapters 2

and 3.

This study also suggested that the seven-year tribulation period referenced in
'DQLHO FRXOG EH WULJJHUHG E\ WKH 33DFW IRU WKH )X
has scheduled for consideration in September 2024, and that the rapture could occur
six years later during the Feast of Trumpets in 2030.

This project also considered whether a greater awareness among church
leaders of current events would impact their perspective concerning end-time
events.

The Lord Jesus provided the Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25:1-13,
which illustrated His return for His bride, the Church. In the parable, Jesus painted a
sobering picture of the Church in the last-days, in that He would find the entire Church
asleep when he returned.*? Half of the Church, as represented by five virgins, would

be found to be unprepared and, as such, would be excluded from entering the

12 William Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary: Matthew (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book

House, 1973). p. 858-862.



wedding feast. This writer took this to indicate that many individuals in the Church
would profess Christ and appear and behave as if saved, but in reality, they would not
be.
The parable | Message thatthe CKXUFK ZRXOG QRW EH UHDG\ IRU W
should warn the Church that those who would still be asleep must be awakened. This
project investigated the responses of church leadership LQ FRQVLGHUDWLRQ RI -F
apparent suggestion that the Church would be metaphorically asleep concerning key
events and understandings immediately prior to His return.
The Bible predicted that the apostasy, the great falling away from the Church,
would occur in the last-days immediately prior to the revelation of the Antichrist.13
The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 2.3 3/HW QR PDQ GHFHLYH \RX E\
means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition HPSKDVLV PdgoBatrétreat from
the truth would characterize the great apostasy prophesied to take place in the
last-days.
The falling away would affect orthodox Christianity and doctrine, as well as all
nations and peoples. Secularism, ecumenical crusades, the rise of Islam, New Age
religion, environmentalism, transhumanism, and other nonbiblical religious movements
would cometo GRPLQDWH WKH ZRUOG 7KH 3VSLULW RTh&VKH $Q W]

apostasy would be global, as all Gentile nations of the world, Israel, and the global

13 L. Duane Brown, What is the Apostasy: The Coming Dark Ages and Collapse of Civilization

(North Fort Myers, FL. Faithful Life Publishers, 2010), p. 102, 114.

14 Brown, p. 138, 139, and 112.
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church would rebel against God and move towards ungodliness.*® This writer would
argue that the prophesied apostasy is now occurring as more and more people have
turned away from the faith and have embraced false teachings.

One of the most significant indicators of this shift has been the decline in
church attendance. In 1950, over 70% of Americans attended church regularly. By
2018, that number had fallen to just 47%. This decline was particularly pronounced
among young people. Only 33% of millennials attended church regularly, compared to
65% of Baby Boomers.'® Polls conducted by Gallup in 2021 indicated that church
attendance has continued its freefall, with only 29% of Americans attending church
every week.’

Another indicator of the shift to a post-Christian era was the decline in the
number of people who identified as Christian. In 2020, only 64% of Americans
identified as Christian, down from 90% in 1972.18 Christianity was no longer the
majority religion in some parts of the country. For example, in the San Francisco Bay

area in 2016, only 17% of the population identified as 3S U D F \hristia@s) *°

15 Brown, p. 100.

16 Justin Nortey, How the Pandemic Has Affected Attendance at U.S. Religious Services, "Pew
Research Center, March 28, 2023.

17 Gallup, How Religious Are Americans?, “Gallup.com, April 19 2022.

18 Reem Nadeem, Modeling the Future of Religion in America, "Pew Research Center,
September 13, 2022.

19 30 Facts About Faith in American Cities, "Barna Group, August 5, 2023.
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A recent Pew Research Center poll identified that about 29% of U.S. adults did
not identify with any religion.?° Therefore, the decline in church membership was due
not only to a decrease in the number of religious Americans who belonged to a church
but also to an increase in Americans who did not follow a religion at all.

Apathy has been reported E\ SDVWRUV DV D PDMRU SUREOHP LQ {
churches. A recent Lifeway Poll indicated that 75% of Protestant pastors found apathy
or lack of commitment a challenge in their congregations.?! Additionally, another poll
found that 75% of congregants of American churches found their church was
3VSLULW XD @ \the sa@eddlSndicated that one-third of those Christians
polled did not attend church because of the spiritual stupor in their Church.??

During the last few years, tKH Z R U O G { V hgsRxpe&rier@de\a paradigm
shift, which became more evident in 2020 with the COVID-19 crisis and its
unprecedented consequences. These included lockdowns, business and church
closures, masking, and social distancing rules. It was especially concerning how
churches complied with government mandates that banned or limited church services
and how church members stopped meeting due to social distancing and lockdown

requirements.

20 Gregory A. Smith, About Three-in-Ten U.S. Adults Are Now Religiously Unaffiliated, "Pew
Research Center, December 14, 2021.

21 Aaron Earls, Apathy in Churches Looms Large for Pastors, “Lifeway Research, May 12,
2022.

22 Nelson Walters, Churches Are Asleep about Jesus Return - How Can We Wake Them up?

Matt 25, YouTube, November 28, 2022.
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A growing perception has occurred in the Church that a return to pre-change
normalcy would be unlikely. For example, a popular saying recently circulated on
bumper stickers and T-shirts exemplified the widespread perception of this significant
and lasting change: "Normal is not coming back, but Jesus is."

As Jesus foretold, the Church has taken on the appearance of being asleep,
and for many, a wake-up call is coming. This study sought to determine whether
church leaders were awake to the reality of the emergence of Mystery Babylon and
what could be done to awaken and prepare the Body of Christ before the
%ULGHJURRPYV UHWXUQ 7KL Vedltd sheidlighFdt tBdddRmpldriadt D W W H P
and relevant questions.

Biblical Foundation

The understanding of church leaders concerning the concept of Mystery
Babylon was central to this project. This writer argued that Mystery Babylon, the entity
mentioned in Revelation Chapters 17 and 18, would manifest the first world
governance system. Mystery Babylon was also described as a literal city and a
kingdom comprised of a network of cities. After its initial formation and rise, Mystery
Babylon was prophesied to be destroyed by a related entity led by the Antichrist,
which would become the second and final end-time government before WKH /RUG{V

return.z

23 See Figure 1.6; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 261, Appendix B.
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This study sought to confirm that church leaders were not united in their views
of Mystery Babylon and lacked awareness of this end-time reality despite biblical
evidence. This section was provided as the biblical foundation for this ZULWHU V
viewpoint.

At the outset, it should be noted that the word mystery was not a part of
O\VWHU\ % Dtige buRva§ &h adjective describing her title. Often in the New
Testament, the word mystery has referred to a revelation once hidden but revealed in
the present.?

The Bible has referred to Babylon a recorded 260 times, yet the reference to
Mystery Babylon has appeared only once, in Revelation 17:5. Although it was said to
be an end-time mystery, Babylon was one of the most familiar literal cities in
scripture.?® Babylon as a city or concept has appeared second only to Jerusalem in
frequency in the Bible.?® Various prophetic texts in the Old and New Testament have
revealed much about this end-time Babylon. For example, Revelation Chapters 17
and 18 extensively describe Mystery Babylon and Babylon the Great. In Jeremiah
Chapters 50 and 51, detailed prophecies about the daughter of Babylon were also
given. However, even with these and other biblical texts, Mystery % DE\OR Qifne HQ G

character has remained elusive, and the location, if any, has remained disputed.

24 GotQuestions.org, What is the Mystery of God Referred to in the Bible? “GotQuestions.org,
June 26, 2014.

25 See Figure 1.7; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 261, Appendix B.

26 J. Hampton Heathley, 23. Babylon as Seen in Scripture: An Introduction to Rev 17-18,°

Bible.org, accessed April 21. 2024.
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The Book of Daniel foretold the unsealing of the scriptures and their mysteries
in the end-times. In Daniel 12:4 and 9-11, a mighty angel imparted to Daniel that God
sealed the ultimate understanding of the prophecies about Mystery Babylon until 3 W K H
time of WK H HgeGnighty angel proclaimed:

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of
the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased
(Dan 12:4).

He replied, Go your way, Daniel, because the words are rolled up and sealed

until the time of the end. Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but

the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but

those who are wise will understand (Dan 12:9-11).

The mighty angel instructed Daniel thatin the end-WLPHV 2QRQH RI WKH ZL
shall understand, but the wise VKDOO XQGHUVWDQG" ~ drtlae scriptures’oDVHG
as they intersect current events, the SWLPH R Wdild béllgagpening now. This
study examined this and other recent end-time theories that have developed and
could reveal mysteries that were once sealed.

This project explored the most important scriptures that referenced Babylon
and sought to establish an understanding that would lay a foundation to help
understand the end-time O\VWHU\ % DE\ORQYV SHUVRIgDbitaV\ DQG ORF
foundation that followed was framed by the key passage in the New Testament in
which the harlot was explicitly identified:

And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked

with me, saying unto me, Come hither; | will shew unto thee the judgment of the

great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth

have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made

drunk with the wine of her fornication. So he carried me away in the spirit into
the wilderness: and | saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of
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names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was
arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness
of her fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH. And | saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when | saw her, | wondered with great
admiration (Rev 17:1-6).
The biblical foundation for the last-days Babylon found in the Book of
Revelation began in ancient Babylon as found in the Old Testament. By analyzing
the concepts related to ancient Babel, a determination of the identity, nature, and
location of Mystery Babylon comes into focus.

Old Testament
Genesis Chapters 10-11 - The Tower of Babel:

The Book of Genesis provides:

And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a

mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the

mighty hunter before the LORD. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel,

and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar (Gen 10:8-10).

Nimrod founded Babel (Gen 10:10; 11:2-5, 9). Although the Bible does not
specifically mention that Nimrod ordered the building of the tower, sources have
associated its construction with Nimrod.?’

The Tower of Babel account in Genesis 11 described an ambitious effort by the
generation of people who populated the world after the Flood to construct a towering

temple-like structure, often understood as a ziggurat according to archaeological

findings about Mesopotamian architecture. Some biblical analysts have suggested

27 Morris Jastrow, et al., Jewishencyclopedia.com, "BABEL, TOWER OF tJewish

Encyclopedia.com, accessed April 21, 2024.
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that the tower was intended to access and worship celestial deities or beings.?® Some
modern writers have drawn parallels between the Tower of Babel and today's
scientific projects, which have aspired to open portals to other dimensions through
technology.?®

Several early writers and scholars have suggested that the builders of Babel
defied God 1V Dy @hidng and forming the first world government and by building a
city and a tower with its top in the sky. God halted the presumptuous project by
confusing human languages, making communication impossible, and scattering
people across the earth. According to scholars, including Flavius Josephus and Philo
of Alexandria, the narrative of the Tower of Babel in the Book of Genesis represented
K X P D Q bavofffigfiance against * R G fiorhmand to disperse and inhabit the earth
(Gen 1:28, 9:1). In their writings Antiquities of the Jews and On Abraham, respectively,
they elaborated on how those at Babel endeavored to construct a city and tower that
ZRXOG UHDFK WKH KHDYHQV WKHUHE\ FRQW WEaGet &M/ L QJ *RC

populate the earth.30 31

28 Evan Minton, Genesis 10-11: The Tower of Babel, the Fall of the Gods, and the Divine
Council Worldview *Cerebral Faith, “Cerebral Faith +Christian Apologetics, Biblical Studies,
Systematic Theology, and Intellectually Fulfilled Christianity, March 20,2020.

29 Gonz, The Tower of Babel and Particle Accelerators, “Face Like The Sun, December 13,
2014.

30 Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews William Whiston, A.M., Ed., "Flavius Josephus,
Antiquities of the Jews, Book 1, section 115, accessed April 21, 2024.

31 Charles Duke Yonge, ¥he Works of Philo: Complete and Unabridged, “Philo: On the

Confusion of Tongues, accessed April 21, 2024.
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In his commentary on Genesis, early Christian theologian Augustine of Hippo
noted that he also believed that the builders of Babel were guilty of pride and rebellion
against God. In his view, their attempt to reach the heavens symbolized their desire to
become equal with God.*?

Mankind rebelled against * R G iornmand to scatter and replenish the earth by
building the Tower of Babel (Gen 11:4). In their attempt to establish a united,
one-world government in opposition to God, Nimrod and the builders of Babylon
foreshadowed W R G BlalaVists fattempt to do the same thing. Additionally, the
attempted actions by globalists to rely on artificial intelligence (Al) and to access
portals to other dimensions could be ikenHG WR 1L P URtG §id thél Nolwer idf
Babel.

Finally, parallels should be considered concerning the destruction of the Tower
of Babel and how God would ultimately destroy Mystery Babylon. Of note has been
the megacity of Neom in Saudi Arabia, which some have suggested could be
substantially completed by 2030. While some individuals have speculated that this city
could be a potential candidate for the end-WLPH 3*UHDW &LW\" RI %DE\ORQ D
city of Mystery Babylon, this city § ¥mpletion before the /R U G §V hhs alsX yetlo

be seen.33

32 The City of God “(Book XVI), CHURCH FATHERS: City of God, Book XVI (St. Augustine),
accessed April 22, 2024.
33 Nelson Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens +the Coming Globalist

Capital of the World, YouTube Video, January 16, 2023.
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Isaiah 13 - The Burden of Babylon:

Babylon was destroyed in approximately 539 B.C. by Cyrus the Great. Isaiah
prophesied the destruction of Babylon in Isaiah Chapters 13 and 21, at least 173
years before it occurred.3* ,VDLDK{V SURSKHFLHVY FDPH DW D WLPH ZK
powerful empire of the ancient world. The prophecies declared WKDW *RG{V GHVWU X
would be complete and would see that no one lived in the once-great city ever again.
It happened just that way. No one has lived there since its destruction. Babylon was
buried in sand until the late 1800s, and although the sand has been removed during
the last 150 years, the city has remained essentially uninhabited. The historic ruins
have been declared a UNESCO site.3®

Revelation Chapters 17 and 18 foretold that a great city named Babylon would
again exist in the last-days, only to be destroyed by ten nations affiliated with the
Antichrist near the end of the age. The ASRVWOH -RKQYfV YLVLRQwRYd 0O\VWHU
related to the idea of a real city, a great city, a proud city, a city that boasted itself
above God, and one that ruled over the kings of the earth. Biblical text has stated that
this end-times Babylon would also experience a sudden downfall with no one

mourning her or ever living in her ruins.

34 John M lintock and James Strong, Tyclopaedia of Biblical Theological, and Ecclesiastical
Literature. McClintock. Strong. 12 Volumes, vol. IV, p.675, 1867-1894.: John, M €lintock, Rev. D.D;
James, Strong, S.T.D. 1867-1894.: Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming, “Internet Archive,
accessed April 22, 2024.

35 Joel Kramer, Exploring Babylon and the Prophecies Against Her, YouTube Video, June 17,

2022.
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An important clue to the location of the end-time Babylon could be found in
9HUVH ZKHUH ,VDLDK ZURWH B(*QHLWKHU VKDOO WKH $UD
the VKHSKHUGY PDNH WKHLU IR O GArsbidns IDH) G ,VIOH SKH U GR/H
reference was a strong argument for a Middle Eastern location of end-time Babylon
rather than a Western location such as the United States, New York City, or Rome.

With two Babylons clearly in view, the Babylon which existed and was then
destroyed within 173 years from the time of the writing of the Isaiah prophecies, and
the Babylon prophesied by the Apostle John to exist in the last-days, it appeared clear
to this writer that near and far references were being made in Isaiah Chapters 13 and
21. The Isaiah prophecies, which implied a dual fulfillment, allowed this writer to have
a clearer understanding of the likely character, identity, and destruction of Mystery
%DE\ORQ ,VDLDKTV SUR @éutd Révav kebnWMabited &yad BISp implied
that Mystery Babylon would not be a rebuilt and inhabited city where Babylon was
once located in what later became Irag.

Isaiah 14 - The King of Babylon

Isaiah Chapter 14 prophesied the fall of Babylon, which had oppressed and
exiled the people of Israel. The prophecy also acknowledged Satan as the ultimate
king and ruler of Babylon, controlling both Mystery Babylon and the Antichrist. Satan
has been affirmed as the ultimate enemy of God and His people, and it was Satan
who has been identified as the one who would be defeated and cast into the lake of

fire at the end of time (Rev 20:10).
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In Revelation 17:5, Mystery Babylon was symbolized as a political system that
would oppose God and His truth and would persecute His Christians and Jews in the
last-days. Mystery Babylon was referred to as THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH “and one whose actions were directed by Satan.

A comparison of Revelation Chapters 17 and 18 to the account found in
Isaiah 14 further identified Mystery Babylon. Both Babylon narratives were linked to
Satan and the evil forces against God and his people. The Lord was also seen judging
and destroying the wickedness those forces represented. These chapters also
portrayed how God would save His people and restore Israel to its promised
inheritance. An additional comparison of the chapters revealed the pride and
arrogance of the king of Babylon in Isaiah 14.36 A similar pride and arrogance were
found in Mystery Babylon, as represented in Revelation Chapter 18.37

Another similarity between Isaiah Chapter 14 and Revelation Chapter 18
concerned the disbelief of those aligned with Babylon upon its destruction.

Isaiah 14:15-16 stated that the king of Babylon would be brought down to hell and that

36 Numerous allusions to pride included the following: SWK\ SRPS LV EURXJK®OrGRZQ Y
thou has said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God. ~ 1
will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north. "(v.13) % will ascend above
WKH KHLIJKWV Rl WKH FORXGYV , ZLOO EH OLNH WKH PRVW +LJK”" Y

37 Allusions to pride included the following: 3+RZ PXFK VKH KDWK JORULILHG KHUVHC
deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, | sit a queen, and am no

widow, and shall see no sorrow “(v.7).
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those who saw him would stare at him and wonder about him and ask, 2 «Is this the
man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; That made the world as
a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his
prisoners? “ Isa 14:16-17). In Revelation 18:9-10, John recorded that the kings of the
earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with Mystery Babylon,
would weep and wail over her when they saw the smoke of her burning. They would
stand far off in fear of her torment and say, 3$ODV DODV WKDW JUHDW FLW\
PLIJKW\ FLW\ IRU LQ RQH KRXU LV WK\ MXGJPHQW FRPH ~
Isaiah 21 - The Burden of The Desert of the Sea
An oracle in Isaiah 21 foretold the fall of Babylon through the hands of the
Medes and Persians. 7TKH H[SUHVVLRQ 3GHYV Mdik@/orRIcléeyH VHD  LQ
conveyed the idea that the emptiness of wasteland would suddenly replace the hustle
and bustle of the mighty city of Babylon.
Biblical scholar John D.W. Watts suggested that this paradoxical phrase was
meant to capture the suddenness of Babylon's transformation from a thriving
metropolis of commerce to a barren wasteland.3® Revelation Chapter 18 inferred that
this would also be the future of Mystery Babylon. Babylon, the end-time world T V
commercial and industrial capital, would be reduced to smoking ruins in a desert land.
The climax of the prophecy was the powerful annunciation that Babylon had
fallen (Isa 21:9). This was the same statement made by the mighty angel in Revelation

18:2. The Isiah announcement came in a vision of the watchman who perceived that

38 John D.W. Watts, Isaiah 1-33 (Waco, TX: Word Books, 1985), 298.
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the mighty walls of Babylon had been breached and viewed the broken graven images
of her gods. The stunning reversal of Babylon, from its rise to splendor to its sudden
fall and degradation,waV WKH FHQWUDO LGHD EHKLQ GasvitkeH VWDWHP
according to Old Testament scholar Joseph Blenkinsopp.3® Revelation Chapter 18
prophesied that the same would happen to Mystery Babylon in the last days.
Isaiah 47 - The Daughter of Babylon

The daughter of Babylon in Isaiah Chapter 47 was also a useful reference in
identifying the attributes of Mystery Babylon. Isaiah 47:1-3 and Revelation 17:3-6
described a woman who was proud, luxurious, and immoral. The daughter of Babylon
was portrayed as a virgin who sat on a throne and was called tender and delicate but
would be exposed and humiliated by God. Mystery Babylon was described as a harlot
who sat on a beast, was adorned with gold and jewels, was drunk with the blood of the
saints, and would be utterly burned with fire by the Lord God, who judged her.

Further, both passages have associated Babylon with the use of sorcery and
the practice of idolatry. The daughter of Babylon trusted in her wickedness and relied
on her many sorceries and spells, but they would not save her from disaster
(Isa 47:9-13). Mystery Babylon will have deceived the nations by her sorcery, would
be filled with idols and abominations (Rev 17:4-5), and would be judged by God. The

similarities were not coincidental.

39 Joseph Blenkinsopp, Isaiah 1-39: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary (New

York: Doubleday, 2000), 291.
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A further comparison of Isaiah 47:6 and Revelation 18:24 revealed *R G {V
judgment on Babylon as well as on Mystery Babylon for their oppression and
persecution of His people. The dD XJKWHU Rl %DE\ORQ VKRZHG QR PHUF)
people, even to the elderly, and she laid a heavy yoke on them (Isa 47:6). Mystery
Babylon would be likewise PHU FL O H V VfanthRil.*JR&viiodld be responsible for
the blood of the prophets, the saints, and all who were slain on the earth (Rev 18:24).

Also notable was Isaiah 47:8, in which the Lord chastised the daughter of
Babylon and admonished, 37 K H U HheRrdi this, thou that art given to pleasures,
that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, | am, and none else beside me; |
shall not sit as a widow, neither shall | know the loss of children.” 7KLV YvAisUVH
nearly identical to Revelation 18:7, where a voice out of the heavens declared
concerning end-time % DE\ORQ 3+RZ PXFK VKH KDWK JORULILHG KHL
deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, | sit a
TXHHQ DQG DP QR ZLGRZ DQG VKDOO VHH QR VRUURZ ~

Jeremiah 39-40, 50-51 - The Daughter of Babylon

An analysis of Jeremiah Chapters 39-40 and 50-51 was useful in identifying the
context in which Mystery Babylon would exist in the last-days. The Book of Jeremiah
described how the city of Jerusalem was attacked and destroyed by the Babylonian
Empire under King Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. The people of Jerusalem
experienced a traumatic siege, followed by the burning and looting of the city. Many
inhabitants were killed or taken captive and exiled to Babylon. Jeremiah warned that a

similar fate would come upon Babylon in the last days.
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In Chapters 50 and 51 of Jeremiah, prophecies pronounced judgment on
Babylon for its sins of idolatry, arrogance, and violence against God's people. These
judgments paralleled the descriptions in Revelation of the sins of Mystery Babylon and
the punishment that Mystery Babylon would receive from God.
While Isaiah focused more specifically on the historic city of Babylon,
Jeremiah's oracles pointed to the larger global and spiritual system that Babylon
represented, which was more directly connected to the depictions of Mystery Babylon.
An analysis and comparison of Jeremiah 50-51 and Revelation 17-18
suggested that they referred to the same entity or system, namely Mystery Babylon.
Both passagesused VLPLODU WLWOHY DQG GHVFULSWLRQV IRU %D
city, S\WKH PRWKHU R’1T SVURKN W DWW XWBDBIW laRAQ WK HRRPGWHQ FXS L(
IRUGYTV.KDQG
A comparison of these passages found that Babylon was the source of great
seduction, deception, idolatry, and violence on the earth. Both passages also
announced the judgment and destruction of Babylon by God and other nations that
would turn against her.
Remarkable alsowas WKH FDOOLQJ RI *RGYV SHRIWIterWR IOHH
Babylon and not to partake in her sins or plagues (Rev 18:4-5 and Jer 51:45).
Through the analysis and comparison of Jeremiah 39-40 and 50-51, a link was
made to the identity and destiny of Mystery Babylon as recorded in Revelation 17-18.
The referenced chapters in Jeremiah provided a historic background, prophetic

framework, and spiritual insight into Mystery Babylon's identity and destiny.
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The Book of Nahum - The Burden of Nineveh

Analysis of the Book of Nahum revealed useful information concerning the last
days of Babylon. The PURSKHW 1DKXP SURQRXQFHG *RGfV MXGJPHQ
capital, Nineveh, because of cruelty and idolatry. Nahum also described Nineveh as
an unfaithful harlot who seduced nations with her wealth and sorceries and betrayed
them in the end.

A similar prophecy was pronounced against Mystery Babylon in the Book of
Revelation. John the Apostle wrote in the Book of Revelation that Mystery Babylon
symbolized the end-time world system that opposed God and His people. She was
depicted as a harlot who committed fornication with the kings of the earth and who
was drunk with the blood of the saints. Just as Nineveh was judged for her harlotry
and deception, Mystery Babylon would also be judged for her harlotry and deception
and would be destroyed by God and by the nations that turned against her.

This writer would suggest that the remarkable similarities found in the Book of
Nahum and the Book of Revelation related to the cities of historic Nineveh and the
end-time city and kingdom of Mystery Babylon have pointed to a dual reference
FRQFHUQLQJ 1DKXPYV SURSKHWwdrélreglatéd RWRK* B G R 8 KMHEGE HRVH Q W
the leaders and political systems because of their rebellion. Further suggested,
Nahum provided a historical prototype, Nineveh, and gave spiritual insights into the
nature and fate of Mystery Babylon.

Other similarities between Nineveh and Mystery Babylon were found. Both the
Book of Nahum and the Book of Revelation portrayed their subject city

(Nineveh/Mystery Babylon) as a wicked city opposed to God. Nahum stated that
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Ninevehwas 3WKH EORRG\ FLW\ DOO IXOO R|wdileRa&velt@® SOXQGF
stated that Mystery Babylonwas SGUXQN ZLWK WKH EORRG RI WHH VDLQ
RI WKH PDUW\UV RT6HVXV" B5HY

Sexual imagery was used to depict Nineveh and Mystery Babylon as
adulterous and seductive harlots. Nahum implied WKDW 1LQHYHK 3VROG QDWLR
KHU SURVWLW X VendRIghnh cdlledkKO\VW H U\ % D i\ dRERTF

HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH "(Rev 17:5).

Nineveh and Mystery Babylon were condemned for deceiving other nations
with their wealth, beauty, and sorcery. Nahum accused Nineveh of deceit through "the
abundance of your schemes," while Revelation said Mystery Babylon "deceived all the
nations by your sorcery” (Rev 18:23).

Another significant connecting factor found between the Book of Nahum and
the references to Mystery Babylon found in the Book of Revelation was the linkage to
the person known as Nimrod in Genesis 10:8-12. Nimrod was a son of Cush and was
described as a mighty hunter and king who founded several cities in the land of
Shinar, also known as Babylon. Nimrod was associated with the founding of Nineveh,
the capital of Assyria, and presumably, he led the construction of the Tower of

Babel.40

40 Nelson Walters, Babylon is Coming!! EU Built a Tower of Babel and Looks for a New Nimrod

tthe Antichrist, YouTube Video, August 20, 2022.
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Nimrod was identified as an evil and oppressive ruler who defied God and led
the people over whom he ruled to rebel against God.** Nimrod was ruler and King of
the Ninevites and the King of Babylon. Therefore, this writer considered affiliations that
related to Nimrod, which helped identify the nature, character, and identity of the end-
time Babylon Kingdom.

Judgment Against Edom
(Obadiah; Isaiah 34:1-17; 63:1-6; Jeremiah 49:1-33 And Ezekiel 35:1-15):

The ancient biblical land of Edom, sometimes called Seir, Teman, Dedan, and
Idumea, should also be associated with modern-day Saudi Arabia in historic and
geographic contexts. In several passages in the Old Testament, such as Isaiah
34:1-17, Isaiah 63:1-16, Jeremiah 49:1-33, Ezekiel 35:1-15, and the Book of Obadiah,
there were prophecies of judgment against Edom. This writer would assert that the
judgments associated with the Edomic passages were the same as those against
Mystery Babylon found in the Book of Revelation due to the thematic similarity in the
descriptions of the judgments.

It was considered noteworthy by this writer that the modern, technocratic
megacity of Neom was presently being built in Saudi Arabia in the region historically
known as Edom. Some have speculated that Neom would also be the site of the

end-time capital city of Babylon.*?

41 Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews William Whiston, AM., Ed.,” )ODYLXV -RVHSKXV
Antiquities of the Jews, Book 1, section 115, accessed April 21, 2024.
42 Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens +the Coming Globalist Capital of

the World.
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New Testament
Revelation Chapter 17 - Mystery Babylon

Revelation 17 revealed SWKH JUHDW ZKR XIS ROKPBWQY IADWHWY =~ 7K
ZRPDQ ZLWK D QDPH ZULWW HSERYQBABMLON MREJGREATDIGE 30
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH, "was depicted astride a
scarlet-colored beast. According to John, the woman symbolized the end-time,
one-world, and religious and governmental authority known as Mystery Babylon.

Revelation Chapter 18 +Babylon, The Great

In Revelation 18, John experienced a vision in which he saw a mighty angel
cast a great stone into the sea. He later recorded the image as the fall of the great city
and Kingdom of Babylon. Revelation Chapters 17 and 18 described O\VWHU\ %DE\ORQ'"
nature, location, rise, and fall, which correlated with the descriptions of Babylon from
prophets such as Jeremiah and Isaiah. John described WKH ZRPDQYV ILQDO GHV\
as unanticipated, sensational, devastating, and absolute.

Revelation 18 also offered WKUHH UHDVRQV IRU %DE\ORQYV IDOO
sorcery, and the murder of the saints. -RKQ XVHG WKH *UHHN Z®BUG 3PHJLV!
describe those who profited from Mystery Babylon. Megistanes has been translated
from *UHHN DV 3\ KdhleB KHekhlagnates,*® great men, DQ G ORThEs¥¢ *

individuals were called the great men of the earth, the commercial magnates,

43 Alexander Souter, A Pocket Lexicon to the Greek New Testament, "Logos Bible Software,
January 1, 1917.
44 James Strong, 37KH 1HZ 6WURQJTV &RQFLVH 'LiAWd®R&PTestaRentV KH :RUGYV

and the Hebrew Bible, "Logos Bible Software, January 1, 2009.
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merchants, and political masterminds.*> The Bible indicated that these great men
affiliated themselves with Mystery Babylon to gain power, prestige, and wealth. They
made Mystery Babylon an idol and committed spiritual adultery against God
(Rev 18:3, 9, 11).

These commercial and political magnates received power and wealth from

Sorcery "(Rev 18:23). The Greek word underlying the word sorcery has been known

as Pharmakeia. *8 At the root of this word was pharmakon OLWHUDOO\ 3GUXJ °

we derived RXU (QJOLVK ZRUG 3SKDUPDF\ ~

In classical Greek, pharmakeia referred to the use of drugs, whether for
medicinal or more sinister purposes, e.g., poisoning. In the New Testament, however,
it was invariably associated with the occult, in Galatians and in Revelation, where it
occurs twice (Rev 9:21; 18:23). English translations usually rendered pharmakeia as
SZLWFKFUDIW™ .-9 1 ,(RS\RNEB) Thede Mards correctly conveyed the
idea of black magic and demonic control, but they missed the more basic meaning of
drug use.*’

Revelation 18 painted a picture of a global conspiracy of these great men and
powerful merchants driven by the love of money and power and a corresponding

affinity for the source of that power, Mystery Babylon. Revelation 18 also depicted

U

O\WWHU\ %DE\ORQYV PHUFKDQGLVLQJ HQVODYHPHQW DQG

45 See Figure 1.8; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 262, Appendix B.
46 See Figure 1.9; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 262, Appendix B.
47 Timothy George, Galatians: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture

(Volume 30) (The New American Commentary).” $EH% RRNV 1,DD¢MXDU\
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history, especially Christians, whom it specifically mentioned. "And in her was found
blood of the prophets, and of the saints, and of all that slain upon WKH HDUWK”~
(Rev 18:24). These elite merchants traded not only in people as slaves but also in
their very souls (Rev 18:13). This reference implied that the elite captured the minds
and freewill of men whom they wanted to control through pharmakeia, mind control,
and in the modern age through technocracy, biomedical engineering, and
under-the-skin surveillance to establish the ultimate totalitarian dictatorship.4®
Theological Foundation

This study discovered that the perspectives and foundations that supported the
interpretations of prophetic eschatology were crucial. There were three main
Protestant views of eschatological events, and each differed based on their view of
&KULVWTV UH Wilkoh@l Krgddmihiat-Revelation Chapter 20 mentioned. The
Millennial Kingdom was the title given by Bible scholars for the 1,000-year reign of
Jesus Christ on the earth. The three views were: (1) Premillennial, (2) Postmillennial,

and (3) Amillennial.*® This project focused on the Premillennial view of Christ { kéturn.

48 Nelson Walters, Globalists Proclaim Transhumanism Will Eliminate Free Will and Souls as if
it § a Good Thing, YouTube, March 2, 2022.
49 William E. Wenstrom, Pre-Millennial, Post-Millennial and Amillennial Views ‘Docslib.

Accessed November 19, 2022.
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The Premillennial view argued that Christ would return to earth, literally and
bodily, before the millennial age started and that He would establish His kingdom by
His presence. The view believed that He would reign over the kingdom for a thousand
years and would give the kingdom to the Father when it joined His eternal kingdom
(1 Cor 15:25-28).

Under the umbrella of Premillennialism, opinions held by orthodox Protestant
denominations have varied regarding the timing of the rapture in relation to a
seven-year tribulation period. Popular views included a pre-tribulation view (a rapture
event occurring before the tribulation), a pre-wrath view (a rapture event occurring at
or after the middle of the tribulation period), and a post-tribulation view (a rapture
event occurring after the tribulation period). This project adopted a pre-wrath view of
the rapture of the Church.

The pre-wrath rapture position entails these essentials:

1) The rapture of the Church would occur immediately prior to the Day of the

2) 'Il_'ﬁr(.—:'di:)ay of the Lord commences sometimes within the second half of the

seventieth week.

3) The cosmic disturbances associated with the sixth seal would signal the

approach of the Day of the Lord.

4) The Day of the Lord would begin with the opening of the seventh seal
(Rev 8:1).50

50 Marvin Rosenthal, The Pre-Wrath Rapture of the Church (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson,

Inc., 1990), p. 60.
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Premillennial views also differ on the Antichrist kingdom, which will emerge in
the last-days. The Western church popularized the idea that this final kingdom would
be a revived Roman Empire, but there are other eschatological views. For example,
some Biblical authors, such as Joel Richardson, favor a revived Ottoman or Islamic
Empire as the source of the Antichrist and his empire. Richardson wrote:

Despite the numerous and prevailing arguments made for the future
HPHUJHQFH RI D UHYLYHG (XURSHDQ 5RPDQ (PSLUH DV
base, we will see quite clearly that today, all of the specific nations that the
Bible mentions that will make up the Antichrist Empire are all Muslim nations.
Pretty simple. This fact leaves us with only a couple of options. The first option
is to assume that before the coming of the Antichrist, most of these Islamic
nations will experience significant transformation and leave their Islamic roots
behind. There are problems with this option: While there are ample reports of
individual Muslims coming to follow Jesus from throughout the Muslim world,
there are really no concrete signs of any of these nations abandoning their
Islamic roots on a larger scale. In fact, many of the nations that we will look at
are presently seeing a resurgence of Islamic Fundamentalism sweeping
throughout their lands. Nevertheless, | have heard Bible teachers for years
express that before the coming of the last-days, Islam as a religion would
basically fizzle out and become entirely irrelevant. The present reality *long
term statistical trends xsimply do not bear this out. The other option is really far
more reasonable, which is to simply conclude that indeed, the future Antichrist
Empire will be an Islamic empire. This one fact alone, that of the Islamic
dominance of all of the participant nations in the Antichrist Empire should be
enough to make most Bible scholars and students of eschatology at least
consider the role of Islam in the last-days very seriously.>!

This research project adopted a pre-millennial, pre-wrath view of eschatology.
However, the project participants pre-presentation rapture views covered the gamut
from pre-tribulation to post-tribulation rapture beliefs, with some believing in a rapture

occurring somewhere during the tribulation period. The participants' responses were

51 Joel Richardson. The Revived Islamic Empire of the Antichrist, Joel Richardson: The Revived

Islamic Empire Of The Antichrist | mylslam.dk, November 3, 2012.
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comparatively analyzed relative to their end-time beliefs to consider whether
significance could be determined based on their beliefs concerning rapture timing
compared to their receptivity of novel end-time propositions. Survey participants
answered questions identifying their position on the final, end-time Antichrist
NLQJGRPYV HPHUJHQFH DV HLW K tdwveD Qitshat/slenGebp® D Q R U

The location of the $ Q WL F KU L VWY déemedstgifieant, primarily as it
directly related WR O0\VWHU\ % D E\ QdeqtifyVard Bhamad¢l R e
presentation to the church leaders, it was proposed that Mystery Babylon and the
Antichrist could be likened to the Lone Ranger and Silver, i.e., throughout history
when one could be identified, it would be likely that the other would be found nearby.>?

Historical Foundation

Since the earliest days of Christianity, believers have been baffled by the

mystery of the Great Prostitute that rode on many waters. Over time, several theories

on the identity, character, and location of Mystery Babylon have surfaced.>?

52 See Figure 1.10; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 263, Appendix B. Credit is given
to Joel Richardson for proposing the analogy that likens the Lone Ranger and Silver to Mystery Babylon
and the Beast Empire.

53 Joel Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery

(Washington, D.C.: WND, 2017). Chapterone RI 5LFKDUGVRQYV O0O\WVWHU\ %DE\ORQ SURYL

for analyzing the Historical and Contemporary background of Mystery Babylon in this study.
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From Jesus § W urfilthow, Mystery Babylon has been referred to most
frequently as:
1) The Rome-based Roman Catholic Church.
2) A rebuilt Babylon in Iraq.
3) The American nation, with its capital in New York City.
4) Islam, with a capital city in Mecca or modern-day Babylon.
5) Current-day, Apostate Jerusalem.
6) The New World Order, whose location is unknown.
The project examined the views of the church fathers, the Reformers, and the
present-day WKHRORJLDQV RQ O\WVWHU\ %YDE\ORQYV LTidQWLW\ F
study acknowledged that current events have revealed much that previous
theologians did not know. Current observers have witnessed scripture unfolding on
television sets and the internet daily, and their XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH *UHD
identity and location has increased dramatically.
Early church fathers began to associate Mystery Babylon with Rome and the
papacy by the late 3rd century A.D.>* Many shared this perspective leading up to the
Reformation when Protestant leaders like Martin Luther identified the Roman Catholic

Church as Mystery Babylon.>®

54 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery. p. 266, 267,

and 270.

55 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery. p. 5, 60.
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This view prevailed for centuries until alternative theories emerged in modern
times, such as America or a rebuilt Iraq as the fulfilment. Contemporary authors are
divided between those upholding Rome/Catholicism as Mystery Babylon versus new
proposals like Mecca or a metaphorical nonliteral Babylon representing a
religious-political end-times system.

Contemporary Foundation

Several contemporary authors have written extensively about Mystery Babylon,
and this project noted and considered their contributions. Some of the authors noted
and considered were Joel Richardson (Middle Eastern Mystery Babylon/Mecca
location),%® Bill Salus (The Roman Catholic Church/Rome location),>” and Dave Hunt
(The United States/New York City).58 Other authors considered by this project were
Mark Hitchcock, who proposed a literal rebuilt Babylon,*® and Nelson Walters, who
identified the globalists firected United Nations as Mystery Babylon with a location in

Neom, Saudi Arabia.®°

56 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery. Chapter 17.

57 Bill Salus, The Final Prophecies: The Prophecies in the Last 3 % Years of the Tribulation (La

Qunita, CA: Prophecy Depot Publishing, 2020), p.47.

58 David Hunt, A Woman Rides the Beast: The Roman Catholic Church and the Last Days,

(Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1994), p. 74.

59 Mark Hitchcock, The Second Coming of Babylon; What Bible Prophecy Says About Iraq in

the Last Days, (Sisters, OR: Multnomah, 2003), p. 91.
60 Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens +the Coming Globalist Capital of

the World.
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Joel Richardson and Nelson Walters were given significant attention in this
study. First, Joel Richardson, author and biblical scholar, persuasively argued that the
second end-time Beast Empire would be Islamic. This position was relatively unknown
twenty years ago, and now many have adopted this view as opposed to the belief of
the Antichrist leading a revived Roman Empire. More recently, Richardson has
suggested that if the end-time Beast were Islamic, the Harlot that rode him would also
likely be Middle Eastern in nature and location. Therefore, Richardson has proffered
that Mystery Babylon would have an Islamic connection, and its location would likely
be Mecca in Saudi Arabia.5?

Second, Nelson Walters, author, podcaster, and biblical scholar, posited that
Mystery Babylon would consist of a global empire comprised of a network of cities with
a capital in Neom, Saudi Arabia. Nelson argued that this city and kingdom would be
led by elite families, merchants, and international banking cartels and would outwardly
appear as the United Nations.? This position has been associated with what Joel
Richardson called 3MW llluminati. "However, there are significant differences between

S5LFKDUGVRQTV DQ G walterghddsiggestedtizaythe global elites created

61 Joel Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery.

&KDSWHU HQWLWOHG 3 0Fhé énbreGcbayterlpr@pode£Nidaca as the capital city of
Mystery Babylon, but more recently has mentioned Neom as a possible location for Mystery Babylon.
62 Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens +the Coming Globalist Capital of

the World.
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or at least capitalized on the COVID-19 pandemic and launched 37KH *UHDW 5HVHW’
with the intent to rule the world.%3

Moreover, Walters has proposed a potential location IRU WKH 3JtoHDW FLW\”’
the new super city of Neom.®* Neom, a mega-city under construction in Saudi Arabia
with a planned completion date of 2030, would be designed to be controlled by
artificial intelligence. This dream of many globalists would provide the ultimate control
through surveillance of the people they would govern.%®

Contextual Element

The identification of Mystery Babylon has been a problem since the Book of
Revelation was written, and the Church was now faced with an increasing possibility
of entering the end-time with many theories about who or what was Mystery Babylon.

Scripture has given some precise identifiers of Mystery Babylon, which
provided guidance concerning her identification. These identifiers have limited the
possibilities of who or what she could be and have suggested a likely candidate and
location for the Harlot, Babylon the Great.

Additional context for this study wasthLV Z U L W Htdf Waky-tRutcH |
leaders were apathetic concerning the teaching, preaching, and delivery of prophetic

messages. This writer also thought it likely that church leaders lacked unity and clarity

63 Nelson Walters, From the Great Reset to the Mark of Beast, YouTube, December 19, 2020.

64 Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens +the Coming Globalist Capital.
65 Nelson Walters, Digital ID - the Diabolical Plan of Global Billionaires to Control Your Soul,

YouTube, December 27, 2021.
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on important eschatological doctrines, which included the concept of Mystery
% D E\OR Q 1 Vand @&l cpmhievicement of the tribulation period.

This study considered whether this potential apathy could relate to the
prevalence and acceptance of a pre-tribulation rapture doctrine. Essentially, those
who believed in a pre-tribulation rapture possibly would not see the practical

LPSRUWDQFH RI XQGHUVWDQG L Q Jdoa s Webdlleftdt heORQ TV LGH
Church would not be present during the final years of this age. A tangential goal of this

study was to determine whether rapture timing belief was equated to apathy relative to

end-time teaching and preaching priority.

An underlying supposition this study sought to determine was that whatever
location a church leader would associate with the Antichrist Empire would or should
also have a close connection to where that individual would associate the location of
Mystery Babylon. This meant that a church leader who believed in a revived Roman
Empire as the final Beast Empire would also be more likely to have thought that Rome
was the location of Mystery Babylon. The converse would also be supposed that a
church leader who believed in a revived Ottoman Empire as the final Beast Empire
would also likely have thought that Mystery Babylon would have a Middle Eastern
location. This project attempted to determine if that supposition could be proven.

Without a correct understanding and discernment of the issues such as Mystery
% D E \ Oige@tiiyythe Church could suffer, as did the foolish virgins in the parable
related by Jesus. Without the proper groundwork for understanding having been laid

out by church leadership, the Church could not prepare for the suffering it would face,
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nor would it be ready to make the necessary decisions regarding end-time events.

Church leaders who failed to be aware or awake to realities would be like the foolish

virgins who failed to prepare for the bridegroom. The Church was proposed to be the

bride of Jesus, and this writer believed that Jesus meant the parable to apply to the

last-days of the Church, especially its church leaders.

Definition Of Terms

X Antichrist +As eventually defined in the Christian tradition, the Antichrist is a
mythical-historic figure controlled by Satan, who opposed Christ and usurped
his place among humankind. He deceived humanity with false teachings, signs,
and wonders to obtain the allegiance only Christ deserved. He opposed Christ
and persecuted Christians who maintained their proper allegiance to Christ
alone. On his return, Christ would defeat the Antichrist and his followers to
establish his divine author LW\ ZLWKRXW FKDOOHQJH &KULVW{V Y
Antichrist would be central to the final battle of the cosmic struggle between
God and Satan and those forces of evil linked with Satan.®®

X Babel +The biblical city in Shinar, later named Babylon. A powerful and wicked
city that opposed God. The name Babylon came from the Greek translation of
WKH $NNDGLD QIirp Widd meartBEIJDWH RI *RG”™ RU 3JDWHZD\ R
God. "In Genesis Chapter 11, God confounded a presumptuous attempt to

build a tower into heaven in the city, the JTower of Babel, "by confusing the

66 Duane F. Watson. 3$ Q W L FBidtibrdrywof the Later New Testament and Its Developments,

edited by Ralph P. Martin and Peter H. Davids, electronic ed., Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity

Press.1997. p.50.
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language of its builders into many mutually incomprehensible languages. Many
scholars also attribute the name to the Hebrew name SEDODO” PHDQLQJ
3IFRQIXVLRQ  .RSeemalhyld.

X Babylon +Babylon (—j,bbl; G. # &, % D E \:Q\Rk&dian: Bab-iliX 3WKH JDWH RI
J R G > Wi@odpotamia'’s cultural and political center during much of the second
and first millennia BC. Located in modern-day Iraq along one branch of the
Euphrates River, about 59 miles southwest of Baghdad and six miles northeast
of Hillah.®®

x Day of the Lord £One view held concerning the Day of the Lord is that it would be
a purely eschatological event that consisted of a judgment that only occurred at
the second advent of Christ. In many cases, proponents of this view have
substituted the Day of the Lord for the coming of Christ.®°

x Fourth Industrial Revolution +SHH 37KH *UHDW 5HVHW

X Islamic Empire +See 32WWRPDQ (PSLUH °

67 Babel, "Etymology, accessed April 24, 2024.

68 William R. Osborne, 2% D E \ O ReQ_exham Bible Dictionary, edited by John D. Barry, David

Bomar, Derek R. Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas Mangum, Carrie Sinclair Wolcott, Lazarus
Wentz, Elliot Ritzema, and Wendy Widder. (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).
69 Jerry M. Hullinger, The Terminus a Quo of the Day of the Lord: The Deciding Argument for

Pretribulationism, “Journal of Ministry and Theology (Clarks Summit, PA: Baptist Bible Seminary 2015)

Vol.19, no.2, p. 85.
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x Latter Days *Last-'D\ V.~ /DWWHU 'D\V $ SKUDVH +HEAsKB\\{P K—
D \\ —i® that connoted a future time that would precede, coincided with, or
followed a decisive divine reckoning. Associated terms were D\ R1 WKH /RUG
Dayof MXGIJPHQW ~ RU VLPS®\ 3WKH WKDW GD\ °
X Millennium - One significant discussion of Revelation is over the interpretation of
SWIRPHOOHQQLXP™ 5HY * NQRZQ DV 3SFKLOLDVP =~ 7Kl
emerged:
1. Premillennialists maintain that Revelation must be read futuristically.
Christ will return to earth, destroy evil forces, and reign for a thousand
years. That period will end with Satan's rebellion, a final war followed by
a great judgment, and the beginning of the future age.
2. Postmillennialism maintains that the thousand-year period will see a
great gospel spreading, resulting in a peace that will precede Christ's
second coming.
3. Amillenial - Maintains that the thousand-year reign is symbolic along with
the rich apocalyptic symbolism in Revelation and takes place as Christ

reigns during the church age.”

70 Alexandra R. Brown, 3/DVW 'D\ V /D WBatthiansidiionary of the Bible edited by

David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck. (Grand Rapids, MI: WB Eerdmans). p.791.

"L Renate Viveen Hood, Revelation, Book Of, Critical Issues . The Lexham Bible Dictionary,

edited by John D. Barry, David Bomar, Derek R. Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas Mangum, Carrie
Sinclair Wolcott, Lazarus Wentz, Elliot Ritzema, and Wendy Widder. (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press,

2016).
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x Ottoman Empire £Ottoman, (a.k.a. Islam) empire was built upon the

Mongol-Turkish inheritance of Genghis Khan and his successors. In 1453,

Mehmet Il presided over the fall of Constantinople and the old Christian

Byzantine empire. He established his capital, Istanbul, on the old site of

Constantinople and provided a major Muslim force on the borders of Europe

DQG $VLD 7KH 2WWRPDQV FRPELQHG D rd3dageloRU WUDG
universal conversion and religious struggle. At its peak, the empire extended

throughout the Middle East, North Africa, and Eastern Europe. After two

centuries of struggle with Europe, further expansion into Eastern Europe was
ILQDOO\ WKZDUWHG DW WKH EDWWOH RI /8D QWR LQ
Empire was at its peak. Istanbul had a recorded population of over half a million

and was an international center of Muslim culture. The empire finally ended

after World War Il when Turkey emerged as a new nation.’?

X Rapture- *RGYV WDNLQJ WKH FKXUFK RXW RI WKH ZRUOG LQ\
SUDSWXUH”™ FRPHV IURP WKH /DWLQ WUDQVODWLRQ RI V
used in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Strictly speaking, in this text, it relates only to the
FKDQJH LQ OLYLQJ EHOLHYHUV DW WKH WLPH RI &KULV

rapture usually refers to the translation of living believers from earthly mortality

72 Ron Geaves, 32 W W R E@nhthuum Glossary of Religious Terms. (London; NY: Continuum,

2002), p. 286.
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to heavenly immortality and the resurrection of the corrupted bodies of
believers to heavenly incorruption.’® 74

1. Pre-tribulation Rapture View - The view is that the rapture would occur
before the final seven years of this age.

2. Mid-tribulation View - This view holds that the rapture would occur at the
midpoint of the seven years of tribulation, that is after three and one-half
years of the tribulation have elapsed. In this view, only the last half of
'DQLHOTV VHY HQtbulatian KThaHdHy IoNd-tribulationalism is
sometimes described as a form of pre-tribulationalism since it teaches
that the rapture occurs before the tribulations of the last half of the seven
years.

3. Pre-wrath Rapture View -The view that the rapture would occur
somewhere between the 3 %2 year mark and the 7th year of the final
seven years before WK H /R U G {rwedniHg/CKridtians would be
subject to most of the tribulation period.

4. Posttribulational Rapture View - Posttribulationism teaches that the
Rapture and the Second Coming are facets of a single event that will

occur at the end of the Tribulation when Christ returns. The church will

78 Charles Caldwell Ryrie. Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding

Biblical Truth. (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), p. 557.

74 Pete Schemm. 2003. 35D S W Karkan lllustrated Bible Dictionary, edited by Chad Brand,

Charles Draper, Archie England, Steve Bond, E. Ray Clendenen, and Trent C. Butler. (Nashville, TN:

Holman Bible Publishers. 2003), p. 1366.
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be on earth during the Tribulation to experience the events of that

period.

x

Prophetic Eschatology +The study of the end of things as revealed by the
prophets of God in the Old and New Testament. It designates a branch of
theology involving questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life,
HVSHFLDOO\ LQ UHODWLRQ WR *RGYfV .80DQ IRU KLV SH
X Roman Empire +The imperial state to which most of the Mediterranean region
was subject from 27 B.C. to 476 A.D., which began with the rise of Augustus to

the princeps and ended with the deposition of Romulus Augustulus.’®

X

Seventh Seal +The breaking and opening of the Seventh Seal introduced the
seven trumpets (Rev 8:1-5), and the seven trumpets introduced the seven

bowls (Rev 11:15-19, 15:1-8).”7

X

Seventieth Week +7KH VHYHQWLHWK ZHHN LV WKH FOLPD[ RI WK
confirm a covenant with many for one geven 1 ,Q WKH PLGGDPHKHREZUUBYH:
put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple, he will set up
an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured

RXW RQ KLP  .Hvdpgelical scholars have generally interpreted the text

5 6HH (GLW R U fBWfihs\Aidly. S

76 Christopher B. Zeichmann, 35 RP D Q (P ShéJldéxham Bible Dictionary, edited by John D.
Barry, David Bomar, Derek R. Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas Mangum, Carrie Sinclair Wolcott,
Lazarus Wentz, Elliot Ritzema, and Wendy Widder, (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).

77 Got Questions Ministries. 2002-2013. Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered.

Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.
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LQ WZR zZD\V DV SDVW HYHQWYV UH Oria¥\ekcGatvlbBic& KU LV W
HYHQWYV UHODWHG WR &RULVWTV VHFRQG DGYHQW
x Sixth Seal +The sixth of seven cosmic seals opened by Jesus in the Book of
Revelation, Chapter 6:12-17. With the opening of the sixth seal, cosmic
catastrophe struck, as described by John in terms that were very familiar to
first-century Christans: WKH GUHDGHG 3*'D\ RI WKH /RUG™ D SUHG|
Testament (Isa 13:6, 9-10; Ezek 32:7-8; Joel 2:10, 30-31; 3:14-15). 7°
x Technocracy zA form of government in which high technology would be used to
surveil, track, monitor, and manage entire populations. The rise of the new
technocracy in governments has been global in scope and has come about
through the development of several key technologies. These have included the
invention and development of microelectronics and computers; the growth of
the internet of wired and wireless networks (including the Internet of Things);
the advent of cashless buying and selling of services and products; the
development and use of contactless Radio Frequency Identification (RFID)
systems; the widespread acceptance and use of computerized smart cards and
smartphones; the proliferation of satellite- and cell tower-based GPS systems;

the growing development and use of biometric identification or secure ID, and

78 Stephen R. Miller, interpreting Daniel fV 6HYHQW\ :HHNV 'LVPDO 6ZDPS RU %OH!

The Journal of Mid-Atlantic Baptist Theological Seminary, Spring 2015, p. 2.

79 Walter A. Elwell, 35 HY H O IE¥ahdel@al Commentary on the Bible, Baker Reference

Library, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1995). Vol.3, p.1210.
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the nearly omnipresent video surveillance camera systems installed in every
city and along every highway.8°

X The Great Reset +Phrase derived from the title of Klaus Schwab Mook
COVID-19: The Great Reset, where he stated the need to adopt a new world
order due to COVID-19.81 Schwab was the founder and executive chairman of
the World Economic Forum (WEF). In his book, Schwab further stated that the
new world order would include a complete rehaul of the world economic system
where so-called Stakeholders R1 J O R E D OwdlRdFéptawe \sovereign states
as the system of world governance.®? The COVID-19 crisis could and would be
used to implement a new world order under the often-lamented phrase "social
justice." The Great Reset has also become known as the Fourth Industrial
Revolution.®

X The Seven Seals +The seven seals (Rev 6:1-17, 8:1-5), the seven trumpets
(Rev 8:6-11, 11:15-19), and the seven bowls (Rev 16:1-21) are three
successive series of end-times judgments from God, which became

progressively worse and much more devastating as the last-days unfolded.®*

80 End Times Truth Phe Tyranny of Technocracy End Times Truth, June 30, 2022.

81 See Figure 1.11; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 263, Appendix B.
82 See Figure 1.12; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 264, Appendix B.

83 Klaus Schwab and Thierry Malleret, COVID-19: The Great Reset /Klaus Schwab; Thierry

Malleret (Switzerland: World Economic Forum, 2020).

84 Got Questions Ministries. 2002-2013. Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered.

Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.
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x Transhumanism +The philosophical and cultural position that encourages human
advancement through technology. More specifically, transhumanism promotes
theuseofar WLILFLDO HQKDQFHPHQWY WR SXVK PDQNLQG W
W K bupran. Fundamentally, it is a form of Utopianism, the belief that humans
can change themselves and create a heaven on earth. The basic idea of
improving the human condition is perfectly compatible with the Bible. , Woh&/ of
the purposes of a Christian lifestyle (John 10:10). However, transhumanism
contradicts the Bible when it assumes that humanity is entirely sovereign and
capable of self-directed change without the need for God (Jer 17:9).8°

Project Goals
Discovery Goals
Ultimately, this projectfV JRDO zZDV WR H[SORUH -HVXVY VXJJHVV
would be metaphorically asleep immediately prior to His return. This project also

delved into what should be done in such a case. The development of an evaluation

resource furthered these goals to determine the understanding and awareness of

church leadership related to the identification, character, and location of the end-time

entity called Mystery Babylon. Insight was also gained concerning the receptiveness

of church leaders to novel theories related to other eschatological concepts, including

whether believers should be aware of the timing of end-time events.

85 Got Questions Ministries. 2002-2013. Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered.

Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.
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This project sought to address a related concern: how to exhort church
leadership to be urgent, accurate, and diligent in the study and delivery of information
concerning prophetic eschatology.

This goal was furthered through a determination of where church leadership
stood in their understanding of current events and the relationship of those events to
biblical prophecy.

The research findings would be used to recommend appropriate actions to
remedy those shortfalls revealed by this study.

Finally, this study added to the body of knowledge related to Mystery Babylon,
novel theories of interpretation pertaining to selected passages in the Book of
Revelation and Matthew 24:36, and the timing of end-time events.

Outcome Goals

The main objective of this project was to assess whether the Church and its
leaders were metaphorically "asleep” or "awake" as it related to understanding crucial
end-time events and prophecies. The presumption was that Jesus JParable of the Ten
Virgins in Matthew 25 should be applied to the Church and its leaders. This research
project aimed to determine whether these leaders were prepared and had the aptitude
to recognize the emergence of end-time issues and to validate Jesus fadmonition to
the Church.

Additionally, this project sought to shed further light on the rise of Mystery
Babylon and its association with the Great Reset and the tribulation period. In doing
so, this writer sought to add to the chorus of voices that have attempted to discern the

commencement of the final years of this age.
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Finally, this writer i Mtent during the project was to honor Christ by aligning the
Church and its leadership with the truth of the current slumber of the Church and to
have leaders prepared to receive an increased understanding that would be unsealed
in the last-days (Dan 12:4, 9).

Design, Procedure , And Assessment

This project examined the knowledge, mindset, and priority of church leaders
concerning Mystery Babylon, novel theories of interpretation related to selected
passages in the Book of Revelation, and the timing of end-time events.

A presentation that employed before and after questionnaires and participant
interviews was undertaken as the survey methodology. The purpose of this study was
to determine whether a brief but comprehensive presentation on various prophetic
end-time theories would influence the S D U W L Rvie®f) Thé/post-presentation
guestionnaire centered RQ ZKHWKHU SDUW L Rrdd®&eQ thanedrglawd .tV X G HV
WKHLU P foQusdWhe t&a¢hing and preaching of end-time issues.

This study contained twenty (20) pre-presentation and twenty (20)
post-presentation questions that assessed church leaders' understanding of and
perceived importance in the areas surveyed. The sample unit consisted of twelve
church leaders who were born-again evangelical Christians with at least five years of

ministry experience as pastors, chaplains, or academic professionals who possessed
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D PLQLPXP RI D PDVWHUYV GHJUHAIHatQpatsh&llaFDO HGXFDWLI
premillennial view of eschatology, either pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation, pre-wrath, or
post-tribulaton EHOLHI LQ &KELVWIV UHWXUQ

This writer conducted individual interviews prior to the presentation to evaluate
the participants' viewpoints on the survey topics and the nature of the presentation.
This writer then followed up with each participant two weeks after the presentation to

determine what, if any, actions the participants had taken.

86 See Figure 1.13; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 264, Appendix B.
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CHAPTER TWO

Literature Review

Overview

This literary review investigated the controversial but important topic of Mystery
Babylon. This study centered on an exploration of Chapters 17 and 18 of the Book of
Revelation and included a survey of interpretations and views, both historic and
modern, on the identification of Mystery Babylon, its nature, and its manner of
manifestation in the last-days. The review was designed to give a foundation for the
presentation of the novel theories concerning Mystery Babylon that would be
presented to church leaders.

Mystery Babylon was prophesied to be the most vicious global embodiment of
evil this world has ever known. She was prophesied to be revealed prior to the
Antichrist § dominion of the world and would persecute the Church to such a degree
that it was said that shewas SGUXQNHQ ZLWK WKH EORRG RI WKH VDLQ

RI WKH PDUW\UV RI -HNéXavé suete¥sfully endured those days, the
last-days Church would have needed to correlate global events then occurring with
prophetic insight on the identity of Mystery Babylon.

Towards that end, the purpose of this review was to carefully consider the
biblical evidence, historical data, and modern academic insight related to Mystery
Babylon. The design of this review created a foundation for the assessment of the

tvho, “ hat, " 3 Z K H Gkt $when “of Mystery Babylon § Manifestation in the
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last-days. This assessment would then allow for the adequate consideration of
Mystery Babylon by this study  participants as a potentially viable alternative to their
pre-presentation beliefs and understandings of Mystery Babylon.
Biblical A nd Theological Basis
Overview Of Revelation Chapters 17-18

Chapters 17 and 18 of the Book of Revelation explicitly described Mystery
Babylon, a city or group of cities known for its wickedness and immense influence. In
Chapter 17, the passage portrayed Babylon as an extravagant city that exerted control
over people worldwide and persecuted God § followers by shedding their blood
(Rev 17:1-6).

Mystery Babylon was depicted as a finely dressed, alluring woman mounted on
a scarlet-colored beast that had seven heads. This depiction served to confirm her
affiliation with the worldwide dominion of the Antichrist (Rev 17:3, 7-14). An angel
explained the symbolism through the connection of the heads of the beast to seven
mountains, which symbolized seven kings (Rev 17:9-11). Verse 16 of the prophecy
detailed WKH KDUORWTTV GRZQIDOO DWWapmeK1d dkRe@e@ionR1 WKH EHEC
explained the city and its connection to opulence, false worship, and moral corruption
(Rev 18:3, 7). Revelation 18:7 also highlighted how this city had viewed itself as
self-sufficient.

The latter verses of Chapter 18 in the Book of Revelation revealed WKH FLW\{V
destiny of destruction by fire and devastation (Rev 18:8, 10, 17, 19). These verses
also recorded the outcry of sorrow over its downfall expressed by the individuals

belonging to the elite families and merchants who had been captivated by its allure
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(Rev 18:9, 19). Lastly, the text encouraged believers to distance themselves from the
wickedness that this city symbolized in anticipation of its judgment (Rev 18:4-5, 8).
Examination Of Relevant Scriptures

The Old Testament prophets often mentioned Babylon as an adversary of
God § people. Isaiah and Jeremiah both prophesied of the downfall and destruction of
Babylon (Isa 13:19-22; Jer 25:12-14, 50:1-3, 13; 51: ,Q (JHNLHO YRaFIOL WL QJV
was associated with riches, arrogance, and sacrilegious behavior (Ezek 28). New
Testament authors have metaphorically referred to Rome as Babylon (1 Peter 5:13).

Beyond the explicit Mystery Babylon passages, many other end-times
prophecies have provided relevant details. One of these other end-time prophecies
depicted the Antichrist's global empire as a beast with ten kings under his authority
(Rev 17:12, 16; Dan 7:7-8, 23-25). At the same time, other prophecies provided
details regarding the False Prophet who performed signs and wonders to deceive
multitudes and forced the mark of the beast on them (Rev 13:11-17), of a harlot riding
a beast that symbolized the coming one-world order (Rev 17:3), and of WKH $QWLFKULV
empowerment by Satan to influence world rulers (Rev 13:2; 16:13-14).

All contained the primary message of warning: that despite the surface allure to
those who dwelled on the earth, Babylon and the Antichrist system would ultimately be
revealed as the agents of Satan that persecuted God's people and fomented rebellion

against Christ (Dan 7:21, 25; Rev 13:7, 15-17; 17:6).
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Historical Perspectives

Some early church fathers, those who wrote during the first few centuries A.D.,
often associated Mystery Babylon with the Roman Empire, which cruelly persecuted
Christians.®” Tertullian, Augustine and Jerome viewed Babylon as symbolic of Rome
and its pagan culture.® Other early church fathers argued that Babylon represented
the various post-apostolic heresies and false teachings that had infected the Church.®

Later, among Protestant reformers, a dominant view was proposed that the
Papacy was Mystery Babylon. Martin Luther equated Babylon with the corrupt
Catholic Church system and the Pope. Catholicism was identified as Babylon for
centuries among prominent protestant theologians and commentators.%°

In the 19th century, dispensational theology led to a renewed interest in
prophecy and a literal interpretation of Babylon. Early dispensationalists like
J.N. Darby and C.I. Scofield began to interpret Babylon as an actual end-time city.%*

Due to the 18th-century discovery of the ruins of ancient Babylon by archeologists,

87 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 109.

88 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 4.

89 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p.129.

% Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p.5.

%1 J.N. Darby, Synopsis of the Books of the Bible (London: Morrish, 1870), Vol 5, Book of

Revelation, Ch. 18.; C. I. Scofield, The Scofield Reference Bible (London: Oxford University Press,

1909), Book of Revelation, Ch. 18.
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many biblical scholars began to see a rebuilt Babylon as the most likely fulfillment of
this prophecy.®? Other scholars, such as Seventh Day Adventist Uriah Smith,
envisioned the Protestant church in America as the Harlot.®3
Contemporary Perspectives

Contemporary biblical scholars have typically viewed Mystery Babylon as
America, Irag, Rome, Jerusalem, Mecca, or a new world order.®* Dispensationalists
have long been divided between a literal city (regional or national) and a symbolic
entity as the representation of worldwide evil.®®> This writer determined that the
character, nature, and location of the prophesied end-times Babylon continued, until
recently, to remain a mystery, or at least maintained a status of not having had a

consensus among contemporary scholars.

92 Clarence Larkin, The Book of Revelation: A Study of the Last Prophetic Book of Holy

Scripture. Philadelphia, PA: C. Larkin, 1919. p. 150.

93 Uriah Smith, Daniel and the Revelation. the Response of History to the Voice of Prophecy; a

Verse-by-Verse Study by Uriah Smith. with the Text, and with Plates. (International Tract Society:

London; printed in U.S.A., 1897), p. 657.

%4 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 6-11.

9 John F. Walvoord, Revelation, "The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the

Scriptures, Eds. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), p. 971.
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Mystery Babylon Unveiled
The Mystery Babylon Kingdom and the Antichrist Kingdom

One common misconception among the researched views was that the
S$QWLFKULVWIYV JOREDO SROLWL F BnOri/gavsvirnentZHRoWoOB EH W K F
arise during the final seven years of this age. However, Scripture appeared to affirm
that two global political systems would arise during that time: the world governance
system known as Mystery Babylon and the Antichrist world empire.®®

Importantly, Babylon was not the final beast empire it merely controlled the
beast initially before her destruction. twas VWDWHG LQ 5 HYHODWLRQ 3,
sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and
WHQ KRydteryBabylon was the woman referenced in the scripture, and the beast
was the group of nations that had submitted to her reign. It was then prophesied in
5HY HODW LR @d the ten Ré&ns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall
hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and
EXUQ KHU Zuithé proghéty has stated that the beast would turn on Babylon
near the end of the final seven years and destroy her.

Mystery Babylon was depicted as riding the beast in Revelation 17:3. In this
context, riding denoted control and a partnership with the beast. A better
understanding of the nature of the Babylon/beast partnership might be gained from

statements made by experienced equestrian riders who have spoken of moving with

% Nelson Walters, The NH[W 2QH :RUOG *RY Hhk@Padt@mpire\@HaéWVill It Be?),

YouTube Video, November 22, 2021.

57



WKH KRUYVH 1\ feeKngithié RorBe@ movement beneath them. The horse and
rider would become as one as the body and the legs of the rider became one with the
horse.

So, it was with Mystery Babylon and the Beast. The beast arose from the sea of
nations (Rev 13:1), and upon the beast was the Whore of Babylon (Rev 17:3, 7). They
had a symbiotic relationship, much like an experienced rider and horse, at least for the
greater part of the seven-year period, often called the tribulation period.®” However,
the ten kings and their nations, controlled by the beast empire, turned against Mystery
Babylon and destroyed and burned her with fire before the end of the tribulation period
(Rev 17:12, 16).

The Bible depicts Mystery Babylon's temporary but complete dominance over
the world's nations before the emergence of the final empire of the Antichrist.
Significant resemblances and parallels have been determined between Mystery
Babylon and the new world order that would emerge and be led by the United

Nations (UN).%8

97 The last three- and one-half-year period is nearly unanimously known as the period of Great
TULEXODWLRQ DOVR NQRZQ DV 7KH 7LPH RI -DFREYV 7URy¢&tOH
period the Seven Year Tribulation based upon the reference to a seven-year period prior to end of the
age beginning as shown in Daniel 9:27.

%8 Nelson Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery

Babylon, YouTube video, September 15, 2021.
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The United Nations as Mystery Babylon

This writer has suggested the existence of compelling evidence that would
indicate the United Nations, alongside entities like the World Economic Forum and the
global financial and business elite, has formulated a governance system that would
rule over all nations.®°

Bible teacher Nelson Walters has suggested this was consistent with Mystery
Babylon as described in the Book of Revelation. Walters defined Mystery Babylon as
an adulterous economic and political system that attempted to control the kings and
merchants of the earth and would thereby clear the way for a global empire under the
SQWLFKULYWYYV UHLJQ

Walters proposed that the United Nations' agendas would coincide with biblical
prophecies concerning Mystery Babylon.%%! It has been noted that the United Nations
(UN) and organizations such as the World Economic Forum (WEF) have become
increasingly more open concerning their desired agenda for the establishment of a
New World Order, which would abolish the current international system of sovereign

states and would instead install a system run by unelected corporate stakeholders.

99 Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery Babylon.
100 Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery Babylon.

101 Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery Babylon.
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Klaus Schwab, the founder of the WEF, proposed in his book entitled
COVID-19: The Great Reset that management of a world would be most effective
through an approach that involved multinational corporations, governments (including
those within the UN framework), and selected civil society organizations.%?

SchzDEYfV FRQFHSW VLJQLILHG D GHSDUWXUH IURP WKH
self-governing nations like the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and
$XVwWUDOLD 7KH 7UDQVQDWLRQDO ,QVWLWXWH D JOREDO
JOREDO FRXS G pWDW" ZKRVH SXUSRVH ZDV WR FDSWXUH J
UN, the WEF, and multinational corporations.1%

The COVID-19 pandemic presented the opportunity for the United Nations and
its allies to have made progress in the advancement of their agenda.®* In his book
COVID-19: The Great Reset, Schwab explained how the pandemic had disrupted the
ZRUOGTV HFRQRPLF V\VWHPV DQG RXWOLQHG FKDQJHV WR
and sustainable world in the future.'% The "Great Reset" concept was described as
the destruction and re-formation of economic and governance structures with the

involvement of the UN and corporations.1% Although it had been debated whether

102 Schwab and Malleret, p .57.

103 1LFN %X[WRQ DQG /\QQ )ULHV TrarGmREoDaDIn&tiRIdé SacCFget/Apk 25,

2024.
104 Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery Babylon.
105 Schwab and Malleret, back cover.
106 Nelson Walters, Who Is Really behind the Great Reset and the Global Takeover, YouTube,

August 6, 2022.

60



these global elites manufactured COVID-19 to further their plans, it was made clear
that they had leveraged the pandemic for their purposes.
Mystery Babylon derived its origins from the Babylon mentioned in the Old
Testament. This ancient empire, founded and led by Nimrod, was an idolatrous,
rebellious people. 7KH LQIDPRXV 7RZHU RI %DEHO UHSUHVHQWHG
the establishment of a global governance system in ancient Babylon. This united one-
world VA\VWHP RSSRVHG *RGfV RUGD In@tidrcst&863.5Q RI VRYHUHLJC
God judged the rebellion of these people when He destroyed the Tower of Babel,
confused their language, and scattered them over the entire earth.
Later, in 597 B.C., a rebuilt Babylon led by Nebuchadnezzar invaded Israel,
GHVWUR\HG 6RORP R Capire & &€lavedd® Bebrew people.1®®
According to biblical scholar Albert Barnes, Babylon has always symbolized

everything proud, oppressive, and hostile towards the people of God.1%

107 Thomas Horn. Saboteurs: How Secret, Deep State Occultists Are Manipulating American

Society Through A Washington-Based Shadow Government In Quest Of The Final World Order!

Defender Publishing. Kindle Edition., accessed April 25, 2024, p., 22, 27.

108 Ronald H. Sack Babylonia, "Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, edited by David Noel

Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck, (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), p.142-143.

109 Albert Barnes, Notes, Explanatory and Practical, on The Book of Revelation: Barnes, Albert,

1798-1870: Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming. Internet Archive, January 1, 1970, p. 423, 435-

437.
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This writer proposed the idea that the Babylonian empire was once again being
manifested. The United Nations would manifest this world governance system and
would metaphorically appear to be 3 F R Q V[WWd) &Xt6Wer that reaches to the
heavens" (Gen 11:4).110

Chapters 17 and 18 of the Book of Revelation repeatedly referenced Mystery
Babylon as a city that would dominate the entire world. While it could be assumed this
referred to a city like New York or Jerusalem, similar usage could be found of the term
"great city" in Genesis 10:12. In that context; it described the territory ruled by Nimrod,
which encompassed eight cities, including the cities of Babylon and Nineveh, and the
nation of Assyria.

So, the reference to Mystery Babylon as & city “could signify its authority over
cities and nations rather than being just one literal city.*!* However, this writer
proposed that Mystery Babylon would have a capital like New York City, where the
United Nations is headquartered, or another city where the United Nations would
someday have its headquarters.

Further, this writer believed that evidence suggested that ancient Babylon
under Nimrod was not only a city but rather a network of cities, with a capital city
forming an empire or kingdom. Similarly, this writer proposed that Mystery Babylon

would be an end-times network of allied cities, with a capital city, united politically and

110 Walters, Babylon Is Coming!! EU Built a Tower of Babel and Looks for a New Nimrod - the
Antichrist.

111 Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery. Babylon.

62



with common purposes. 7KH WKRXJKW ZRXOG EH WKDW Wdud FDSLWD
extend throughout the empire, just like 1 L P U RBa@lfyMnian kingdom. Nelson Walters
also argued that this interpretation fited ZLWK WKH GHVFULSWLRQV RI 0\VWI
political influence; although referred to as a "city," its rule resembled an empire with a
network of satellite cities.!'?
Mystery Babylon would influence a coalition of nations. It would "reign over the
kings of the earth” (Rev 17:18). This aligned with the United Nations fagenda, where
corporations, civil society, and the United Nations would govern nations. The passage
also warned that these "kings of the earth committed adultery with her [Babylon]" (Rev
18:3), which implied that they had compromised their independence and aligned
WKHPVHOYHV ZLWK %DE\ORQYV V\VWHP
Walters proposed that as the United Nations moved to consolidate power from
individual nation-states to an international authority, Mystery Babylon, in the guise of
the UN, would enter on its Yovernmental beast “and would seize control, as described

in Revelation 17.113

112 Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery. Babylon.

113 Walters, How the United Nations Becomes the One World Government of Mystery Babylon.
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Characteristics of Mystery Babylon, The Kingdom

Considering that Mystery Babylon would be the first world government system
to arise after the commencement of the final seven years of this age, defining the
nature and character of this governmental system was required.

Rules Over Kings and Merchants

The Apostle John wrote, And the woman which thou sawest is that great city,
which reigneth over the kings of the earth “(Rev -RKQYV YLVLRQ FRQYH\H
depiction of the woman controlling all the kings of the earth, including those that would
later align themselves with the Antichrist. The end-time Babylon system would rule,
without exception, over the kings, their nations, the elite merchants, the banking
cartels, and the entire earth's politics, economics, and trade. Ultimate control of global
banking, global trade,and WKH ZRUOGYfV OHDGHUV DS&glbbadUHG WR EH
economic control.*** The kings of the earth, i.e., the political leaders, would commit
adultery with Babylon or, as might be more FRPPRQO\ Wild 6H3lZQ EHG ZLWK Kl
Babylon would dominate and control them politically and economically.t®

Deception and Sorcery

Questions have arisen about how Babylon obtained such power and control
RYHU WKH ZKROH HDUWK 7KH WH[W FRQ Yiadl\ddrée tWwéuphwv W KH F
GHFHSWLYH VRUFHU\ 3IRU E\ WK\ VRUFHULHY SKDUPDNHLLEL

(Rev 18:23). The Greek word used waV 3S KD U P Astbrtilgto 6 WURQJ TV

114 Walters, Who Is Really behind the Great Reset and the Global Takeover.

115 Walters, Digital ID - the Diabolical Plan of Global Billionaires to Control Your Soul.
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&RQFRUGDQFH WKH *UHHN ZRUG IRU 3SKDUPDMNgddd~ 3.! . O
medicine, drugs, or spells.*'® The Bible used the word to describe sorcery, witchcraft,
and enchantment.?’
The possibility that the pharmaceutical industry would attempt to exert control
and gain wealth by leveraging pharmaceuticals during a perceived health crisis should
no longer be an issue of conjecture. The COVID-19 pandemic more than revealed the
power and control that the global pharmaceutical industry had on the world. The
SYDFFLQH S,D\ZKSE R K Vat#t tebuired by many nations for individuals to take
part in society, further raised concerns U H J D U BolvQlle &lites would gain control
using pharmaceuticals.'8
Another characteristic of Mystery Babylon was found in her sexual immorality.
This referred to the spiritual unfaithfulness that she displayed. Throughout the Bible,
idolatry and religious apostasy were depicted as sexual immorality and prostitution.
The nationswere PDGH GUXQN ZLWK WKH 3ZLQH Rl KistasDGXOWHUL
ancient Babylon introduced idolatrous, astrology-associated worship (Jer 50:38),
Mystery Babylon would seduce people away from God with enticing counterfeits.
Promises of superhuman intelligence through artificial intelligence and eternal life

through genetic upgrades would likely be artfully and deceitfully promoted by the

116 Nelson Walters, 0\VWHU\ % DE\ORQ TV 3 KD U P B fhel Xew Werkl@rdeR Dby U \

This Right Now? YouTube, December 30, 2020.

117 Gal. 5:20 (witchcraft); Rev 9:21(sorceries).
118 Walters, O\VWHU\ %DE\ORQTV 3KDU P B thel Xew Wel @rdeR Dbingl This

Right Now?
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globalists.1® As a result, after capitulation to the globalists $seductive campaign and
experiencing the loss of their tether with God, L Q G L Y Lb&li¥f®i®hufhanism,
transhumanism, paganism, and syncretism would have significantly gained the
possibility of flourishing.
John described the culture of Mystery Babylon as infected with materialism,
idolatry, and moral corruption (Rev 18:7, 9). Human slavery would be commonplace,
and Christians would be persecuted and killed through the deception and sorcery
controlled by Mystery Babylon and those who were affiliated and had gained power,
wealth, and prestige through her (Rev 18:9, 11-15, 17).
This woman, described as a whore, caused the kings of the earth to commit
fornication with her; their adultery was related to the forsaking of God. She was
described DV D ZRPDQ 3IXOO RI QDPHV RI EODVSKHP\" 5HY
EORRG RI WKH VDLQWY DQG WKH EORRG RI WKH PDUW\UV F
Summarizing, in the Book of Revelation, the Apostle John described a political
power that rose during the years occurring immediately preceding the last three and
one-half years prior to the end of the age and called this entity Babylon. He described
this world power as one that controlled the global economy, obtained control through
deception, and capitalized on the greed and lust of the kings and merchants of the
earth. This global empire would not only be a political power but a system that would

exercise religious power by promotion of idolatry, humanism, and secularism using

119 Nelson Walters, Al Will Be Able to Do This in 3 Years - How Will the World Change - Are We

Ready??, YouTube, February 10, 2024.
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deception and sorcery. This one-world government system would ultimately slaughter
the followers of Jesus all over the world. She would be the primary global persecutor
of the people of God all through the tribulation period, apparently even more so than
the Antichrist system that would follow her. This writer has concurred with author
Nelson Walters that Mystery Babylon would represent a New World Order, manifested
by the United Nations and related entities such as the World Economic Forum.
Characteristics of Mystery Babylon, The Capital City
Babylon, first called Babel in Genesis 10:10, was founded by Nimrod and was
the beginning of the kingdom, which was also called Babylon, or the great city. The
Bible states:
He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod
the mighty hunter before the LORD. And the beginning of his kingdom was
Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that
land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and
Calah, And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.
(Gen 10:10-12).
As shown in Genesis 10:9- ILPURGYV %DE\ORQ DSSHDUHG WR K
FDSLWDO FLW\ %DEHO DV ZHOO DV D NTherélerB BRhnNQRZQ DV \

analysis of Mystery Babylon, the kingdom, has been given, and the city's location and

nature have been provided.
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An Actual City

-XVW DV 1LPURG v attUalEEity @nd dpjparently was the capital city of
the kingdom, many interpreters have accepted Mystery Babylon as an actual city that
would exist in the last-days.'?° Details of commerce, architecture, topography, and
municipal leadership have described a literal end-times metropolis. Robert Thomas
indicated in his commentary on the Book of Revelation that, based on the details given
in Chapter 18, Babylon would likely be a great city in existence at the time of the
end.*?! John MacArthur indicated that, in his opinion, the Babylon of the end-times
would be both a city and a kingdom with extensive political, economic, and religious
influence over the world.1??

A Commercial City

Babylon, as prophesied by the Apostle John, was to become the hub of
commerce and economic activity during the last seven years of the age. Its merchants
DQG UXOHUV SURVSHUHG IURP LWV WUDGLQJ DFWLYLWLHV

HDUWK ~ 7KH F X O WddplittuReld By Ehe N@URdRs and indulgent lifestyles of

20 5LFKDUGVRQ S 5LFKDUGVRQYV VI\IVWHP RI DQDO\VLY FRQFHUQ
Mystery Babylon was followed in this study. Although some difference existed as to his suggestion of
Mecca as the likely location of latter days Mystery Babylon, much of his research and conclusions are
concurred with by this writer.

121 Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary, (Chicago, Moody Press,

1995), p. 394.

122 John MacArthur, Because the Time is Near: John MacArther Explains The Book of

Revelation, (Chicago Moody Publishers, 2007), p. 302.
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those who associated ZLWK KHU %DE\ORQYYVY FRPPHUFLDO LPSRUWD
elite merchants and rulers was seen by her sudden and devastating destruction and
its tremendous impact on them and international trade (Rev 18:15-19).

According to John MacArthur, the end-times city of Babylon was prophesied to
have emerged as the epicenter of economics. MacArthur highlighted how its strategic
location along seaports and rivers would have made it a crucial hub for shipping and
commercial activities until it was destroyed. (Rev 18:11, 13).123

Mark Hitchcock argued that Babylon would EHFRPH WKH ZRUOGYV FRPPF
capital during the final era. He pointed to prophecies that described merchants
PRXUQLQJ RYHU %DE\ORQYV GHVWU XEré/rioRoQgeE sbEghtX VH W KH L
after (Rev 18:11).124

The many details provided in Chapter 18 of the Book of Revelation concerned
trading and commercial activities and made clear the commercial importance held by
this end-times Babylon. The city and kingdom that manifested the last-days Babylon
would have to fulfill the characteristics of being the epicenter of world commerce.

A Port City

Babylon, the capital city of the end-time Babylonian kingdom, was prophesied
to be found near seaports and waterways to facilitate global trade. To have been a
candidate for end-times Mystery Babylon, the proposed location had to contain

harbors or ports. Biblical authors have pointed to the significance of Babylon being a

123 MacArthur, p. 306-307.

124 Mark Hitchcock, The Second Coming of Babylon, (Sisters, Or: Multnomah Publishers,

2003), p. 140.
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port city, which served as a defining feature. Mark Hitchcock remarked that the Book
of Revelation described Babylon as a center of maritime trade, with ships arriving from
all corners of the world (Rev 18:17, 19). He emphasized that Babylon was pictured as
a great port city and the hub of world commerce.?®

Joel Richardson, whose book O\VWHU\ %DE\ORQ 8QORFNLQJ WKH ¢
Prophetic Mystery provided possibly the most thorough evaluation of Mystery
Babylon 1V F K D U D Fthyaddgh la\podnt-tiy\point evaluation, also stressed that
% D E\ O R Q 1 VpasikioDedi Rk Bisihe world's trade capital.1?® Craig S. Keener, in his
commentary on the Book of Revelation, pointed out that the merchants of the earth
engaged in trade by way of the sea, which implied that Babylon would have been a
major port city.'?’ The consensus of these and other writers was that the end-time city
of Babylon would have been located near the sea for it to have served as a port and to

have been D IRFXV RI WKH ZRUOGYVY WUDGH DQG FRPPHUFH

125 Mark Hitchcock, The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophecy and the End of Days

(Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2012), p. 459.

126 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p.90.

127 Craig S. Keener, Revelation, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI:

Zondervan, 2000). p. 434-435.
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A Desert City

The Book of Revelation not only proposed that Mystery Babylon was situated
RQ 3PDQ\ ZDWHUV"™ thattwaV DEODXMR IRXQG LQ WKH1I¥FBLOGHUQH
Biblical scholars have suggested that this probably entailed a port city in a desert
environment.128

The proposition of a desert locale eliminated some candidate cities, such as
Rome and New York, which were not wilderness locations and lacked nearby deserts.
Locations that would be more likely to match the biblical requirements would
necessitate a Middle East desert location. Given the criteria, proposed locations such
as Mecca, Jerusalem, Neom in Saudi Arabia, or even Babylon were considered
potential capital cities. However, after failure to meet the additional criteria of Mystery
Babylon being a port city engaged in worldwide maritime trade, locations such as
Jerusalem, Mecca, and a rebuilt Babylon were ruled out.

A Mega City

John prophesized that in the last-days, Babylon would be opulent in
appearance, luxurious, and a worldwide commercial hub. This harlot city was also
prophesied as a political epicenter that controlled all the kings and nations of the earth
(Rev 17:18). Her immense political influence and vast wealth pointed to what would be
a leading metropolitan area. Cities such as Dubai, New York, and current Mecca were
considered examples of such cities. Neom in Saudi Arabia has also been envisioned

as such a metropolis.

128 Keener, p. 432.
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The Great City, as a Network of Cities
This ZULWHU SURSRVHG WKDW 3WKH *UHDmWMd ®BW\" RI

capital city and a network of cities. Biblical scholars have often utilized the common

0\VW

KHUPHQHXWLF SULQFLSOH RI WKH 3UXOH RI ILUVW PHQWLR

scriptural passages.'?® The rule, as applied, said that to understand a particular word
or doctrine, we should find the place in the Scripture where the word or doctrine was

first used. An examination of the word or passage of the first mention would then help
in the creation of a foundation on which to develop a sound doctrine or understanding

concerning the difficult passage to be understood.

7TKHUHIRUH WKH FKDUDFWHU RI WKH 3JUHDW FLW\"’

this writer after determining the first mention of Babylon in the Scriptures. In Genesis
10:9-12, Babylon, or Babel, was shown to be the first city in a network of cities
founded by Nimrod. This network of cities was referred to as a kingdom, or
alternatively, the great city. Such would also be the likely case with the end-times
Babylonian city.

Several modern Bible teachers have proposed that the end-times Babylon
would be two distinct but related entities, a capital city and a kingdom. John MacArthur
believed that the last-days Babylon would be both a city and a kingdom, with

extensive political, economic, and religious influence over the world.*3° Likewise, the

129 GotQuestions.org, What Is the Law of First Mention? GotQuestions.org, June 15, 2017.

130 MacArthur, p. 302.
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ancient city and kingdom of Babylon would have been a model for the end-times city
and kingdom of Babylon.

ILPURGYV %D E\O Rsd gfbnvltipl&dtiBs, with Babylon as the capital
city of a network of cities. In his book The Rise of Babylon, Charles Dyer explained
that Ancient Babylon was more than just a city. It was a network of cities with farms,
canals, and other structures spread over many miles.!3!

Joel Richardson, in his book Mystery Babylon, emphasized that the Greek
SKUDVH SROLV Ke PHIJDOe SRLQWHG WR %DE\OWRIR ERPILYJ |
hub that influenced a larger region. He understood the reference to mean that Mystery
Babylon would have a far reach and a vast influence.13?

Bible teacher and author Nelson Walters suggested that Mystery Babylon
would potentially be a coalition of allied cities and a capital city in Neom, Saudi Arabia.
He posited that just as the ancient city of Babylon was the capital city of a network of
cities referred to as the kingdom of Babylon, so would the end-time city and kingdom
of Babylon.**3

As previously noted, the position that Mystery Babylon would be both a city and
a kingdom has had several contemporary proponents. Their general proposal was that

Mystery Babylon would have a capital, a major metropolitan city, which had broad

131 Charles Dyer, The Rise of Babylon: Sign of the End Times (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House

Pub., 1991), p. 25.

132 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p.17-18.

133 Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens +the Coming Globalist Capital

of the World.
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political and religious influence. This capital city would serve as the hub of a network
of cities that extended the influence of this city and thus would be a great city and a
kingdom. This aligned with the Genesis concept of Babel being the capital city of the
kingdom of Babylon.34
Proposed Locations for Mystery Babylon

As previously shown, Mystery Babylon would be an actual city with specified
scriptural characteristics. After the application of these limiting factors, several of the
primary candidates for the end-time city of Mystery Babylon were surveyed, and their
identities and locations were reviewed according to these characteristics.*®

Rome

As a major city on seven hills and, a center of false religion, and a historical
persecutor of saints, Rome matched aspects of the prophesied Babylon. However, the
non-commercial nature and location outside the Middle East made it problematic.
Rome was determined not to be in a desert,*% nor was it a port city. Its commercial
impact and the city's prominence were also determined to have waned in modern

times.

134 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p.17-18.

135 See Figure 2.1; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 265, Appendix B.

136 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 133.
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Babylon, Iraq

The proposition that Mystery Babylon would be built on the ruins of ancient
Babylon in Mesopotamia has been proposed.'3’ After examination, the argument for
this location appeared to be based solely on the name and archaeological remnants.
First, this proposition went against the prophecies that ancient Babylon, once
destroyed, would QHY HU E H IlusHdl Xdver Wé inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt
in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there;
neither shall the shepherds make their fold there “(Isa 13:20). The additional
requirements of wealth, power, and a port-city that permitted seaborne commerce
were found not to exist.

United States/New York City

New York City and America have been recent candidates forwarded as
possible locations for Mystery Babylon.'3® Both were identified as materialistic and
associated with sexual immorality. Both were presented as global commercial centers,
and both approximated other aspects of the prophesied Mystery Babylon. New York
City was also offered as a port city. However, both lacked several of the key
characteristics that were required to make them viable candidates. One key
characteristic lacking in both was that neither was a desert location. Another limiting

factorwasthe S HYHODWLRQ UHTXLUHPHQW WKDW 3LQ KHU ZC

137 Hitchcock, The Second Coming of Babylon. p. 91.

138 Douglas W. Krieger, Dene McGriff, and Douglas Woodward, The Final Babylon, America

and the Coming of Antichrist (Oklahoma City, Faith Happens, 2014), 59-60.
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SURSKHWY DQG RI VDLQWYV DQG RI DOO WKDW ZHWDHGXSRAQ !
been associated with religious freedom and tolerance and not persecution of
Christians and overt opposition to God.**°
Jerusalem

Author Chris White has proposed -HUXVDOHP DV 0O\VWHU\ %DE\ORQ T\
city.4 This proposal was considered unlikely as Jerusalem was not a port city or a
worldwide commercial and maritime hub as required to be a candidate. Additionally,
Jerusalem was indicated to be the centerpiece city of the millennium. The ultimate
destruction of Mystery Babylon, as described in Revelation Chapter 18, directly
countered the biblical narrative of Jerusalem as the centerpiece city of the
millennium. 14

Mecca, Saudi Arabia

Joel Richardson has advanced an interpretation of Mystery Babylon as a
revived Islamic empire with its capital in Mecca, Saudi Arabia.#2

Richardson has proposed that Mecca and Saudi Arabia fulfilled many of the key
criteria required to determine the location of Mystery Babylon. Some of the

requirements included its existence as a desert city or region, that it was the spiritual

139 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 163-165.

140 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 150.

141 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 142.

142 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, chapters

17- 5LFKDUGVRQY SULPDU\ DUJXPHQW RI ERRN LV OHFFD DV WKH ORFD
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and economic capital of the Islamic world, that it was the center of a false pagan
religion, and that it was a persecutor of Jews and Christians.143

Additionally, Mecca matched the characteristics of Mystery Babylon because it
was the birthplace of Islam and because of its violent and idolatrous aspects. Saudi
Arabia's immense wealth and influence through oil also paralleled the characteristics
of the harlot.

However, OHFFDYV UROH DV WKH FDSLWDO FLW\weuldD ZRUO(
have presented at least one problematic factor. This would have required all cities in
the kingdom network to adopt Islam and Sharia law as the primary legal and religious
system. This factor weighed against Mecca. The lewd, lascivious, and promiscuous
characteristics of Mystery Babylon would be more likely to exist in a city and kingdom
founded on secular, humanistic, and permissive values rather than a society based on
the principles of Sharia law: protection of sound religious practice, life, sanity, the
family and personal and communal wealth.

Richardson's work offered invaluable insight into Mystery Babylon's Middle
Eastern connections and was used as a framework to examine the potential candidate
cities for Mystery Babylon. Based on his analysis, he concluded that Mecca would be
the likely location of Mystery Babylon. Bible teacher Nelson Walters has proposed

another location in Saudi Arabia from which a transnational network of cities would

143 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, p. 266-270.

77



establish a New World Order.*** This writer found 5LFKDUGVRQfVaM@deO\VLV RI
East connection to Mystery Babylon persuasive and : D O W pr&f§nof location
compelling.
Neom, Saudi Arabia

Nelson Walters has proposed that Mystery Babylon would be both a city and a
worldwide system: "The harlot city Babylon consists of two components: a city and a
one-world government directed by the Antichrist. The one-world government will form,
likely at the beginning of the tribulation,#> and would be directed from Neom/Babylon,
the proposed future capital city of Babylon. Walters has proffered that Saudi Arabia’s
planned mega-city of Neom aligned with biblical prophecies of an end-times
Babylon.146

While Richardson downplayed the New World Order as a fringe conspiracy
theory,4’ other scholars have provided extensive documentation of globalist
organizations and activities working to consolidate power and prepare the way for the

Antichrist's one-world government.'#8 Walters viewed the increased prominence of

144 Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens *the Coming Globalist Capital
of the World.

145 Nelson Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts Identified, YouTube, August
7,2023.

146 Walters, Babylon Rebuilt? Complete with Hanging Gardens +the Coming Globalist Capital
of the World.

147 Richardson, Mystery Babylon: Unlocking the Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery, 154.

148 Pat Robertson, New World Order. (New York, NY: Thomas Nelson, 1991), p. 278.
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governance systems such as the World Economic Forum, the World Health

Organization, and the United Nations, coupled with the rise of high-tech surveillance,

artificial intelligence, transhumanism, digital identification, and digital currencies, as

having laid the groundwork for the control required to form Mystery Babylon.4°
This writer has proposed that the emerging megacity project Neom in Saudi

Arabia would be a likely candidate for the end-time Babylon. This $1.5 trilliont>°

futuristic metropolis on the Red Sea would exceed Dubai and would highlight Saudi

Arabian wealth and power. The project would diversify Saudi Arabia’'s economy from

oil and would make Neom a global hub of trade and tourism. The location of Neom

would also align with prophetic requirements. An additional prophetic requirement

aligned with Crown Prince Muhammed bin Salam {1V V W D W/ikchlviab Bat Neom

ZRXOG EH 3WKH ZRUOGTV LQGXV®WULDO DQG FRPPHUFLDO K
Located strategically, Neom would aim to be within an eight-hour reach of

around 70% of the Z R U @&pflation. The port city associated with Neom would be

Oxagon , WV GHVLJQ ZRXOG PDNH LW RQH RI WéitdaddRUOG{V Ot

hubs DV WKH ZRUOGTYV ILUVW IXOO\ DXWRP.EOhEIGCtBAQG LQWHJL

149 Nelson Walters, <XYDO +DUDUL DQG :RUOG (FRQRPLF )Runamnifyy 3VIFKRS
YouTube, January 31, 2023.

150 Bloomberg News, Haudis Scale Back Ambition for $1.5 Trillion Desert Project Neom “- Bnn

Bloomberg, BNN, April 5,2024. ,Q WKH WZR PRQWKY IROORZLQJ whitKacdurved/ XG\TV SU|
on February 13, 2024, the Saudi Arabian government has scaled backed the Neom project significantly
due to underestimates of the costs associated with the project.

151 Neom Facts, "Neomsaudicity.net, accessed April 26, 2024.
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partially on land and on water as a floating structure, Oxagon developers have also
planned for the inclusion of a major Oceanographic Institute.

The name Neom “was derived from the combination of the words "neo,"
meaning new, and "muctaibal," meaning future in Arabic.'%? This reflected the ambition
to create a "future" for Saudi Arabia and hearkened back to the claim of the builders of
WKH 7RZHU RI %DEHO 3WR PDNH D QDPH IRU Wiim&&WHOYHV’
IHDWXUHV RI WKLV SURMHFXK BR&Kgatned td Fe7ak1IH0-Kilapneter
(106 miles) linear city cutting through the Arabian desert. Rising 500 meters (1,640
feet) tall and 200 meters (656 feet) wide, The Line would be the largest constructed
structure. It would accommodate approximately 9 million residents with everything
they would need within a 5-minute walk.

Modern and developing technologies like the Internet of Things (IoT), robotics,
artificial and predictive intelligence, and more are intended to be displayed in this
technocratic hub city. Holographic teachers would be employed in schools, while
robotic assistants would serve residents. Travel within the city would be completed via
underground rail lines and flying taxis. Ultramodern surveillance systems using

innovative technology would also be expected to be implemented.153

152 31 H R RWVikipedia, April 26, 2024.
153 Ben Flanagan and Ashleigh Stewart, 3,QVLGH 1(20 6DXGL $UDELDTV OHJDFLW\

WIRED Middle East, April 22, 2021.
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Although envisioned as a futuristic paradise, this writer would be concerned
that the invasive surveillance and reliance on artificial intelligence could result in a
dystopian nightmare.5

Trojena, currently under construction, would be the newest city hub in Neom. It
was designed as a ski resort and would be built in the mountain range known as
Jebal al-Lawz. This writer noted that this mountain range has been suggested to be
the location of the true Mt. Sinai, the mountain where God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments.'>® This mountain resort has been awarded the right to host the 2029
Asian Winter Games.*%6

Summarizing, the location of the capital city of end-times Mystery Babylon
would require it to be:

1) An actual city,

2) A port city,

3) A desert city,

4) A mega city,

5) A city that could control a network of cities and

6) A city connected geographically and symbiotically with the beast she rode.

154 See Figure 2.2; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 265, Appendix B.

155 Joel Richardson, Mount Sinai in Arabia, accessed April 26, 2024, p. 119.

156 Myrto | Katsikopoulou, Saudi Arabia to Host 2029 Asian Winter Games in Desert Megacity

7KDW 'R ¥eVEXBWdesignboom, February 14, 2023.
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Having considered all required criteria, Neom in Saudi Arabia was the one and
only candidate that uniquely satisfied all requirements.>’ It would be an actual city
located in the Saudi Arabian desert and a mega-city, the largest city in the world. Its
footprint would cover a land area thirty-three times the size of New York City. The
potential that the United Nations could establish headquarters in Neom would allow
the Kingdom of Mystery Babylon to be directed by a futuristic, technocratic super-city
aligned with globalist goals.

Finally, special consideration was given to the fact that Neom was located in
Saudi Arabia, in the footprint of ancient Edom, where prophetic references were made
to judgments that parallel the judgments of Mystery Babylon.'8 Joel Richardson
believed that at the time of his Second Coming, Jesus would return to, or through,
Jebal al-Lawz, which would be the actual location of Mt. Sinai. According to
S5LFKDUGVRQ -HVXYV faltLa wdul@ otuR imiddeliat€ly following the
commencement of the Day of the Lord and the day of His vengeance.!%°

This writer was also intrigued by the relationship that Neom would have in a
country otherwise ruled under strict Sharia law. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman has advocated for relaxed morality considerations that permitted alcohol

consumption and governance not in compliance with Sharia law to promote

157 See Figure 2.3; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 266, Appendix B.
158 See Figure 2.4; 02/13/24 tSelected Presentation Slide, p. 266, Appendix B.

159 Joel Richardson, Sinai-to-Zion-Interior-PRINT.pdf, accessed May 2, 2024, p. 264-265.
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international acceptance of the Neom project.%0 If the ten nations that would form the
$ Q W L F lerodiry Wefe\Sharia-compliant nations, this factor could relate to why these
nations would hate the whore, destroy her, and burn her with fire (Rev 17:6).

For all the reasons stated, Neom in Saudi Arabia was proffered by this writer to
be a very likely candidate for the capital city of the kingdom known as Mystery
Babylon.

The Rider a nd White Horse Prophecy, Mystery Babylon,
and the New World Order

An examination of the White Horse prophecy referenced in Revelation 6:1-2
was undertaken to help determine the timing of the commencement of the tribulation
period and the identity of Mystery Babylon. This topic was chosen as it also provided a
novel concept that would challenge this V W X @arficipants ppenness to emerging
theories of end-time events.6?

Upon the opening of the first seal in Revelation Chapter 6, a Rider on a White
Horse was presented.'62 A great mystery has surrounded this White Horse and Rider,
which has provoked extensive debate regarding his identity and the timing of his

arrival on the world stage.

160 Frances Martel, Discovery Channel Gives MBS a Platform to Promote Human-Rights-
Plagued SD X G L p0 H Beekdaw Yune 28, 2023.

161 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts. Nelson Walters provided the theory
and the research for this novel theory of interpretation and his work is the basis of the theory presented
herein.

162 See Figure 2.5; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 267, Appendix B.
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There have been many interpretations as to the identity of the White Horse
Rider of Revelation 6 and what he represented. Almost all biblical writers until
150 A.D. took the White Horse and its Rider as a symbol of Jesus and the Gospel
message and succeeded in advancing this concept to the people of every race, tribe,
and language.'%® Some contemporary writers have continued to assert a similar
message.

Nelson Walters proposed that the White Horse and Rider commenced the
beginning of the tribulation but indicated that this Rider was manifested by the global
elites and their world governance systems. Further, Walters proposed angelic forces
directed these entities; this Rider and Horse he identified as Mystery Babylon.64
KHQ YLHZHG DORQJVLGH FXUUHQW HYHQWY DQG ELEOLFDC
suggested the unsealing of the first seal of Chapter 6 through an unprecedented
global accord. This likewise signified the commencement of the seven-year tribulation
period.

The identity of the Rider was established by a determination that the Horse and
Rider were symbolic and spiritual in nature, not literal human, or corporeal characters.
Several factors led to this determination. First, the passage described a vision
received by John, which indicated spiritual truths would be in view (Rev 4-5).
Secondly, the other three horsemen represented spiritual, not-corporeal, concepts like

conquest, war, famine, and death (Rev 6:3-8). Early church father and theologian

163 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts.

164 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts.
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Victorinus confirmed this perspective when he analyzed the four riders and signified
the things God would carry out during the last-days. The riders and their horses were
not physical or spiritual beings.*®® Third, in Zechariah 6:1-8, four chariots with colored
horses came from between two mountains of brass. In Zechariah 6:5, these horses
were called SWKH IRXU VSLULW Yy Bé aNgeHThetdEsofibeq ®ppearance
of the horses was like that of the horse and rider found in Zechariah 1:6-8, who
SDWUROOHG WKH HDUWK DW *RGYVY EHKHVW DV +LV PHVVHC
and horses were spiritual in nature.16®
The Apostle Paul affirmed the reality of spiritual forces operating behind the
scenes to influence nations and rulers (Eph. 6:12). Thus, the horses exemplified
spiritual forces rather than ethnic lineages or physical animals. Similarly, the Riders
and Horses in Revelation Chapter 6 were also assumed to be spiritual in nature.16’
Walters also analyzed the symbols and regalia associated with the Rider and
SURSRVHG WKDW WKH 5LGHUTV HdeRis¢drneH Nirtbe@Q TheL GHQW LW\ FF

symbols associated with the Rider, and his horse proved integral to the passage.

153 RPPHQWDU\ RQ W K IEHYEEH FADHEBREHCOmMmentary on the Apocalypse

(Victorinus), accessed April 27, 2024. (Victorinus wrote that first horse represented the gospel being
sent to the whole world, and that all four horses represented those things God purposed accomplish on
WKH HDUWK 3EHFDXVH DOO IRXU DUH RQH’

166 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts.

167 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts.
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In the Bible, the color white was often associated with righteousness or
GHFHSWLRQ ,VDLDK GHFODUHG WKRXJK RQHYV VLQV EH DV
VQRZ" WKURXJK GLYL @®t18R Thé P¥atrztprayed for God to wash
him, WR PDNH KLP 3ZKLWHU WKDQ VQRZ weBd/used to des¢ilib&/ H JDUP
Christ (Dan 7:9; Rev 1:14), tribulation saints (Rev 7:9, 13), and angels in heaven
(Rev 19:14). White thus commonly depicted righteousness, purity, and divine glory.

Walters noted that white sometimes symbolized outward righteousness that
concealed inward corruption.t®® In his rebuke of the Pharisees, Jesus compared them
WR 3ZKLWHZDVKH®® DIDSXOBKE UWKDW WKH\ 3RXWZDUGO\ DSS
were 31X0O0O RI K\SRFULV\ Da3:@7-&). ThexAhwisées@ppaared
righteous, but in fact, they were not.

Thus, the rider and the horse depicted either righteousness or a false
righteousness that was presented as a facade to deceive. An investigation of the other
symbols was necessary to determine which meaning applied.

Walters also noted that the horseman carried a bow but did not have arrows,
which likely held symbolic significance. Once again, through the utilization of the

KHUPHQHXWLF SULQFLSOH RI, WKHKHUXOWMWLAH D PR WILWR

would be found in the Bible was Genesis 9:13-14.170 After the flood, God told Noah, "I

will set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and

168 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts.
169 See Figure 2.6; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 267, Appendix B.

170 See Figure 2.7; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 268, Appendix B.
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the earth. And it shall come to pass, when | bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow
VKDOO EH VHHQ LQ WKH FORXG”" *HQ , dddWei U WKH 10
waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh” *H Q
Here, the Lord laid down his battle bow and displayed a bow of peace that
symbolized His pledge not to flood the earth ever again. One commentary confirmed
the understandingof WKH ERZ DV D V\PERO RI *RGYV SHDRB FRYHQLC
common and familiar phenomenon being made the pledge of peace, its appearance
when showers began to fall would be welcomed with the liveliest feelings of joy *"*
Walters proposed that God signified that by displaying the rainbow, He had
hung up His battle bow and would never again destroy the world by flood.1"2
5H Y H O DRweRWhS Yarried a bow without arrows, could depict a picture of
*RGTV UDLQERZ FRYHQDQW ERZ ZKLFK VLJQLILHG SHDFH J
However, the bow could also have represented a deceptive assurance of peace and
security.
The United Nations preamble stated that the organization's primary goal was to
IRUP D XQLWHG ZRUOG JR mairidainh@mmational ypésdd Bnd
VHFXYLWH SKUDVH 3SHDFH DQG VHFXULWthe ApEsié HVWHG WR

3DXOYVY GHFODUDWLRQ RI LPPHGLDWH GHVWUXFNLRQ WR W

171 Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. 1997. Commentary Critical and

Explanatory on the Whole Bible. Vol. 1. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

172 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts.

173 Ynited Nations Charter (Full Text), United Nations, accessed April 27, 2024.
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pronouncement of a false peace and security (1 Thes 5:3).174 The end-time invasion
and destruction of Jerusalem found in Ezekiel was also preceded by assurances of a
false security prior to invasion by the Antichrist (Ezek 38:11).
Interestingly, the RLGHU UHF$HM/MBEDMRY FURZQ O5HY 8QO0L
crowns, this crown represented a wreath or garland, like those given to victorious
competitors in Olympic games or festivals. One lexicon defined stephanos DV 3SWKDW
ZKLFK VXUURXQGV D FURZQ D V\PERO'RI KRQRU YLFWRU\ I
Significantly, Walters noted that the United Nations fogo included a stephanos
wreath of olive branches, a traditional peace emblem.’® This could have meant that
the R L G Hstéfihanos wreath signified that the Rider would bring peace or, in the case
of the United Nations, would bring a declaration of peace. If the White Horse were a
symbol of deceit, the wreath would then have implied an empty promise of peace and
security.t’’
The most significant link the United Nations may have had with the Rider of the
White Horse was its proposed Pact for the Future, set for introduction during the
annual United Nations meeting in New York in September 2024. The agreement
would provide for a vast expansion of the United Nations fISRZHUV GXULQJ D 3FRPS

crisis, © Dwas broadly defined by the agreement. It would allow the United Nations to

174 See Figure 2.8; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 268, Appendix B.

175 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains (DBLG) (Oak

Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997).
176 See Figure 2.9; 02/13/24 tSelected Presentation Slide, p. 269, Appendix B.

177 Walters, White Horse Rider and Year Tribulation Starts.
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enact binding laws to guide the member nations during any such crisis. Any member
nation that attempted to bypass the United Nations ¥lictates would face severe
economic penalties or possibly even a military incursion.

The Pact for the Future would essentially grant the United Nations unbridled
control over the member nations and would grant the 8 1 {{Secretary General a
dictatorship. An even more onerous provision of the agreement was that the grant of
power could be extended for as long as the Secretary-General determined the crisis
existed at his sole discretion. The Pact would override United States sovereignty and
would allow the United Nations to make and enforce binding directives during the
declared crisis.'”® One publication reported that if the Pact were approved, the United
States as we know it could cease to exist. 179

The Book of Daniel prophetically outlined the chronology of the last-days.
Daniel 9:27 referenceda 3 FRYHQD QW ZthanMétetdID ¢ & covenant with Israel
that SPD Q\"~ ZR XeBt&ed Mhis covenant would establish the beginning of the final
seven years prior to the end of the age. The United Nations fPact for the Future could

fulfil ' DQLHOYYV SURSKHVLHG 3FRYQDQW ZLWK WKH PDQ\

178 See Figure 2.10; 02/13/24 tSelected Presentation Slide, p. 269, Appendix B.
179 Justin Haskins, YU.N. to Seize *OREDO pHPHUJHQF\T 3RZHUV ZheNK %LGHQYV
Federalist, July 3, 2023. (Presentation Handout p. 276, Appendix C).

180 See Figure 2.11; 02/13/24 *Selected Presentation Slide, p. 270, Appendix B.
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Remarkably, the United Nations' September 2024 date set for the introduction
and ratification of the Pact for the Future would be approximately 10 days before the
Jewish Feast of Trumpets, set for October 3, 2024. Rosh Hashana, also known as
Yom Teruah or the Feast of Trumpets, would begin the Jewish annual civil calendar
and the agricultural Shemittah year and Jubilee cycles.8?
Since biblical years began and ended on Rosh Hashana, the timing of the
SDFW TV L Q Waskherésting afivould point to the potential commencement of
'DQLHOYV VHYHQ4sblehyedt SHHINR® HQGLQJ L Q8%IKetimngvV IV UHW
set for the introduction of the Pact for the Future, the nearness to Rosh Hashana, and
WKH LPSOLFDWLRQ WKDW ZRXOG KDYH ZLWK 'DaRdeHO YV FRY
Christians to be aware as these events come to pass.
Summarizing, as the first seal was opened, it was proposed that the Rider of
the White Horse would advance a false covenant of peace. All nations would have
affirmed their desire for peace by joining this covenant.8 Since the covenant with the
many in Daniel 9:24-27 was focused on Daniel § prayer for Israel, it could be
speculated that at the time of the covenant, Israel would have especially desired
peace. It could even be speculated that concessions such as dividing Israel to

accommodate a two-state solution could occur in exchange for peace.

181 | ev. 25:1-10; Deut. 15:1-11.
182 Nelson Walters, The Tribulation Is about to Start on This Exact Day According to Bible,
YouTube, September 19, 2022.

183 See Figure 2.12; 02/13/24 tSelected Presentation Slide, p. 270, Appendix B.
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United Nations peacekeepers stationed in territories such as Gaza could be
envisioned as well, as many nations have requested the United Nations' involvement
in that troubled region.18
The Mystery o f the Seven Churches of Revelation

Another QRYHO DSSURDFK SUHVHQWHG WR FKXUFK OHDGH
presentation was the Sequential/Seven Seals Approach, an interpretation of Chapters
2 and 3 of the Book of Revelation.® These chapters addressed seven letters to seven
specific churches found in the region of modern-day Turkey. When John wrote the
Book of Revelation, the seven churches were real churches with real congregations.
However, since the Book of Revelation was prophetic in nature, many scholars have
tried to determine why these churches were chosen and whether they had any
prophetic significance.

Since understanding would be unsealed in the last-days, Nelson Walters
proposed that the seven letters were prophetic, directed toward and giving instruction
to the end-time Church that would exist at the end of the age. This novel proposal was

presented during this project to the leaders of the Church to help identify the

184 Simon Marks, 3, VUBBPDYV :DU 86 (X %DFN 81 JRUFH LQ 3RVWZDU *D]D
Bloomberg.com, November 16, 2023.

185 Nelson Walters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG 7LPHV
Know, YouTube, September 5, 2020, Nelson Walters provided the theory and the research for this

novel theory of interpretation and is the basis of the theory presented herein.
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receptiveness of church leaders to emerging theories that interpreted passages
relating to end-time events, the timing of end-time events, and those that helped to
identify Mystery Babylon.
Interpretations of the meaning of Chapters 2 and 3 of the Book of Revelation
have historically been understood in several ways.'8 First, these churches have been
taught as historic churches from which lessons could be derived for believers
throughout the ages. This aspect was often taught because the admonitions and
encouragements directed to the seven specific churches referenced were also
considered good advice to all people at all times.'8’ Second, these churches were
taught as representations of WKH ERG\ Rl & KULVWLQV&HIFBKUNQWKDJIHYV R
periods. This theory became knownas WKH 3& KX U FK $3Thirdly theHdRuuches
were taught prophetically as end-time churches that could exist during the end-times.
7KLV ZRXOG EH FDOOHG WKH 38K XUFK 7\SH” DSSURDFK
The problem with each theory was that they did not fully answer why these
churches were found as the prelude to the rest of the Book of Revelation, which would
EH D SURSKHWLF ERRN -HVXV FRQILUPHG WKH ERRNYfV SUR

22:6- 3$QG KH VDL Ghxs ¥ayngs Hre faithful and true: and the Lord God of

186 See Figure 2.13; 02/13/24 tSelected Presentation Slide, p. 271, Appendix B.
187 Walters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG.7LPHV ORYV

188 William Branham, 3he Seven Church Ages, "William Branham Storehouse, accessed April

27, 2024.

189 119 Ministries, End of Days: The 7 Churches, YouTube (YouTube, April 19, 2017).
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the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must
shortly be done. Behold, | come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of
prophecy of thisbook HPSKDVLV BGGHG
7TKH % RRN RI S HYHODWLRQ ZDV ZULWWHQ QHDU WKH HC
statement that He would come Yuickly “(Rev 22:20) would be misleading unless this
statement were to the church existing near the time of His coming at the end of the
age. This would be a problem for any interpretation that did not primarily look at the
fulfillment of the prophecies at the end of the age, the time of Jesus's return.
As indicated, many Bible commentators have understood that the seven
churches should be looked at primarily from a historical point of view. These
commentators often relied on Revelation 1:19 to justify this viewpoint.°t
In Revelation 1:19, Jesus directed -RKQ WR 3:ULWH WKH WKLQJV ZKLF
VHHQ DQG WKH WKLQJV ZKLFK DUH DQG WKH WKLQJV ZKLF
1:19, therefore, would be taught as division of the book into three areas, i.e., 1) the
things John has just seen concerning Jesus in the verses preceding Verse 19; 2) the
things which are the things which are the seven historic churches found in Chapters 2
and 3; and then prophetically, and 3) those things which would take place after these

things.

190 Wallters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG.7LPHV 0ORYV

191 Gregory K. Beale. 3 (V F K D W FD@tiddary of the Later New Testament and Its

Developments, edited by Ralph P. Martin and Peter H. Davids, electronic ed., (Downers Grove, IL:

InterVarsity Press, 1997), p. 339.
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The letters were written to actual churches with actual congregations that
HILVWHG DW WKH WLPH RI -RKQYV ZUba¥af@JbeetlRZHYHU GXD
presented in prophetic passages. Nelson Walters argued dual fulfillment as the case
in Revelation 1:19. Namely, the letters were being written to the historic church that
HILVWHG DW WKH WLPH RI -RKQrfi&/CHRUWCh¥WLQJ DQG WR WKH H(
It has been noted that the phrase SWKH WKLQJV Wdeikterpréteédl™ KDV
differently than what has been found in most translations. Specifically WKH ZRUG 3DUH
DV XVHG LQ WKH SKUDVH 3WKH WKLQJY WKDW D¢tbdld ZDV WHEK
be translated as the things that they are ~ Rtbley signify 'Noted New Testament
WUDQVODWRU +HQU\ $OIRUG KDV DIILUPHG WKH SRVVLEOH
V L J Q*IIf the Alford translation of ha eisin were to be applied in Revelation 1:19,
there would be only two time periods referenced: 1) the period relative to the things
that John had just seen about Jesus, and 2) those things that would happen in the
future.'®* The very next verse, Revelation 1:20, discussed the meaning of the verses

preceding Verse 1:19 and provided contextual validity to the Alford translation.1%

192 Wallters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG.7LPHV 0ORYV
193 Henry Alford, The New Testament for English Readers; Containing The Authorized Version

with Marginal Corrections of Readings and Renderings, Marginal References and a Critical_and

Explanatory Commentary, Alford, Henry, 1810-1871: Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming, “Internet

Archive (Cambridge [Eng.]: Deighton, Bell and Co., January 1, 1868).
194 See Figure 2.14; 02/13/24 tSelected Presentation Slide, p. 271, Appendix B.

195 Heinrich Meyer, Revelation 1:19 Commentaries, OH\HUVY 1HZ 7THVWDPHQW &RPPHQ

"Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will

take place after these things. (Bible Hub), accessed April 26, 2023.
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It also was noted that there were several reasons why the interpretation of the
letters to the seven churches should be considered prophetic. First, the Book of
Revelation was an apocalyptic, prophetic book, as indicated in Revelation 22:6-7.
Considering the prophetic nature of the rest of the book, to have applied a solely
historic reading to the letters would have seemed out of place. Second, the language
used when writing to the churches was apocalyptic, and end-time events were
referred to often. Third and most notable WKH RUGHU RI -HV>8W8nDGYLFH WF
churches was not random. Each letter paralleled many of the end-time judgments
described in the seven seals, which Jesus would later open.%

The remarkable sequential parallels between the seven churches and the
seven seals provided substantial evidence that Jesus's letters to the churches were
additional, specific instructions given to the end-time Church as it went through the
tribulation.®”

The Sequential Seven Seals Approach

The sequential seven seals approach to interpretation of the letters to the
seven churches argued that the letters were first and foremost a comprehensive single
letter to the one end-time Church as it progressed through the seven seals detailed in

the Book of Revelation. Secondarily, it was argued that the letters were written to the

19% Walters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG.7LPHV ORYV

197 Wallters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG.7LPHV 0ORYV
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historic churches in approximately 90 A.D. Finally, it was argued that the letters were
always good advice to all people. Their primary purpose, however, was to instruct the
finaAl CKXUFK H[LVWHQW GXULQJ WKH SHULRG EHIRUH -HVXVT

Revelation Chapters 6-8 recorded the rapidly worsening conditions on earth as
each seal on the scroll was broken and opened by Jesus. The prophetic words in the
letter would be advice given to the Church to overcome trials during this time. Before
proving the Sequential Approach, reviewing end-time events as revealed in scripture
was necessary.

In analyzing the order and sequence of each of the seals in Revelation
Chapter 6, it was seen that many possible correlations existed when compared to the
order and sequence of events found in the Olivet discourse in Matthew Chapter 24.
Those events were:

1) Matthew 24:4-5: False Christs - Revelation 6:1-2: White Horse

2) Matthew 24:6-7: Bloodshed, War - Revelation 6:3-4: Red Horse

3) Matthew 24:7: Economic Collapse and Famine - Revelation 6:5-6: Black Horse
4) Mattew 24:9: Abomination and Death - Revelation 6:7-8: Pale Horse

5) Matthew 24:9-13: Martyrdom, Witness, and Apostasy - Revelation 6:9-11

6) Matthew 24:29 Celestial Signs - Revelation 6:12-17

7) Matthew 24:37-51; Wrath - Revelation 6:17; 8
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The seven events spoken of by Jesus in Matthew 24 were parallelled by the
events in Chapters 6-8 of the Book of Revelation and did not appear coincidental.
Walters indicated that the likelihood of such random parallelism would be
astronomically low.'%8 The seven letters, their events, and their sequence were
compared with Matthew Chapter 24 and the opening of the seals in Revelation
Chapters 6-8. This writer found a significant correlation of events concerning these
three biblical passages, notably prophetic passages spoken by Jesus.'®® A review of
the first letter to the Church of Ephesus was presented in this paper as it related to the
first seal and related to information in Matthew Chapter 24. The final six letters, as
sequentially compared with the second to seventh seals, would be suggested as
areas for additional study and research hereatfter.

The Letter to the Church of Ephesus

Using the Sequential Approach, the first letter was directed to the Church of
Ephesus, which was argued to be the universal church that existed at the beginning of
the final seven years of this age. It was a letter of instruction to the entire church and
provided direction on how the Church could overcome trials as it entered the

beginning of the tribulation.?%°

198 Walters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG.7LPHV ORYV
199 See Figure 2.15; 02/13/24 tSelected Presentation Slide, p. 272, Appendix B.
200 Nelson Walters, When the First Seal of Revelation Is Broken Read This Bible Chapter,

YouTube, June 19, 2021.
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This letter, like the other seven letters, began with the name of the church,
Ephesus. Although the name of this church and its etymology have long been
GHEDWHG D IUHTXHQW PHDQLQJ JEYThidexHonatibWdéild GHVLUHG
have beenusedto UHIHU WR *R G CHWurkiahd/uded\aOaPprelude to the end
of the age-old battle between God and Satan for her.
When John wrote Revelation, Ephesus was the crown jewel of Asia Minor, a
rich and highly pagan city. The non-Christian people of the city worshipped Artemis,
the moon Goddess. Her Roman mythological equivalent was the goddess Diana.
Artemis and Diana both had strong connections to witchcraft and sorcery. Artemis and
Diana were known as the goddesses of fertility and the hunt. They were often pictured
with a bow, and interestingly, the Rider of the White Horse also carried a bow.2%2
Additional correlations were found between Artemis/Diana and the Rider and White
Horse of Revelation 6:1-2 in that aside from a bow being carried, an association with
sorcery and conguest also existed.?%3
$IWHU WKH FKXUFKTV QD P HaddgeskeD o thaseven Kirlircbés W W H U V
WKH V\PEROLF DWWU L E XW Haér&rmentibxed M RBve|8tid D2 DHsF H
attributes were described as he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who
ZDONHWK DPLGVW WKH VHY H QJebRQi€Hire@ thHe n€@a@idytdMiideF NV « -

terms as the stars were messengers to the Church. Jesus held these stars in his right

201 Walters, When the First Seal of Revelation Is Broken Read This Bible Chapter.
202 Walters, When the First Seal of Revelation Is Broken Read This Bible Chapter.

203 Artemis ‘Encyclopaedia Britannica, accessed April 5, 2024.
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hand, the place of power and authority. Although often debated whether these stars
were human or angelic messengers, these messengers were nonetheless given
spiritual insight or blessings to guide the Church through the tribulation.%4
After the description of JesusfV DSSHDUDQFH ZrDe¥ciUlétterRid GH G
then provided the condition of the church. For Ephesus, Jesus said in Revelation 2:2,
3, NQRZ WK\ ZRUNV DQG WK\ ODERXU DQG WK\ SDWLHQFH
which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake
haVW ODERXUHG DQG KDVW QRW IDLQWHG ~
After the first seal in the Book of Revelation was broken, deception by false
messiahs, apostles, and prophets became prevalent. In Revelation 6:2, the White
Horse, which some have thought to be the Antichrist, ZDV UHFRUGHG DV JRLQJ 3I
FRQTXHULQJ DQG WR FR QAhY Hsb, andRoéI@ldzaliRitd hbrsé: and
he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth
FRQTXHULQJ DQG WR FRQTXHU ~ 7KH *UHHN ZRUG IRU FRQT
Concordance has GHILQHG 1LNDR DV 3WR PRIQeWhiHd HdR9g RiderH YDL O °

used deceit to mislead and conquer spiritually those who believed and followed him.

204 \Walters, The 7 Churches of Revelation- ,QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG 7LPHV 0ORYV

205 James Strong 7KH 1HZ 6WURQJTV &RQFLVH 'LFWLRQDU\ RI WKH :RUGYV

and the Hebrew Bible, 1:46. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.
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In the letter to the Church of Ephesus, it appeared that the true church would
not fall for deception and struggled to persevere. They saw the false prophets as liars,
and Jesus commended them.2%¢
The Ephesus church was commended for their exposure and hatred of false
religious leaders and their opposition and hatred of the Nicolaitans (Rev 2: 2-3, 6).2%7
This J U R Xria§#, Nicolaitans RU 3FRQTXHURU ,Ria¥urie&ioR $1© H
combination of the Greek words Nikao, meaning SFRQTXHURU RU aRdlMldb6 FRPHU
meaning SWKH SHRSOH
While -HVXV FRPPHQGHG WKLV FKXheRkdrbdkeduhemrd.YHUD QFH
-HVXV WROG WKH FKXUFK somdwhit@ysinsHtkee bedaysetboy hiast
left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do
the first works; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
RXW RI KLV SODFH H[FHSW WKRX UHSHQW”  5HY
Concerning the prophetic nature of the church letters, a correlation could be
made, as this rebuke of the Ephesus church could have also related to the need for
repentance and recommitment to Jesus by the end-times Church as the seven-year

tribulation commenced.

206 Walters, When the First Seal of Revelation Is Broken Read This Bible Chapter.
207 See Figure 2.16; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 272, Appendix B.
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Summarizing, some of the key parallels of the first letter to Ephesus and the
first seal which were noted were:
1) The Rider of the White Horse and the connection to Artemis/Diana, who
was worshipped in Ephesus. Both carried a bow, which signified their
hunting or conquering missions.
2) The Rider of the White Horse and the connection to the Antichrist. Both
used deception and sorcery to mislead and conquer those who believed in
them. The letter to the Church of Ephesus commended the church for their
opposition to false apostles and those who were evil (Rev 2:2, 6).
3) The Rider of the White Horse was said WR KDYH JRQH 3IRUWK FRQTX
WR FRQTXHU ~ 5@hdrch of Ephédds was commended for their
opposition to the group known as the Nicolaitans (Rev 2:6). The Greek word
I1LNDR ZDV XVHG LQ 5 HYHODWLRQ DV WKH URRW ZI
FRQTXHU ~ DQG DOVR DV WKH URRWiIthRalaWw&sH ILUVW S
XVHG LQ SHYHODWLRQ 7KH VHFRQG SDUWWRI WKH
SWKH S He&/8adthat both the Rider of the White Horse and the
Nicolaitans could be a referencedtotKH VDPH 3FRQTXHURU RI WKH
SHRSOH>V@
4) The Church in existence during the first year of the tribulation, the SILUVW VHDO
CKXUmReV6:2), ZRXO0OG QHHG WR SUHPHPEReW2WEHLU ILUVYV

that they could persevere through the difficult years of tribulation ahead.

209 See Figure 2.17; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 273, Appendix B.
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5) The additional parallels to Matthew 24 and the six seals were noted, and
their parallelism was also found when compared with the seven letters to
the seven churches.

Only the first church letter and its comparison to the first seal were reviewed in
this paper. The sequential nature of the letters and their overlay with their other
corresponding seals was reviewed in somewhat greater detail in the presentation. The
purpose of this review and the presentation of this novel view was not to convince the
participants of the absolute validity of the theory but more so to determine whether the
theory would generate an interest to explore and promote the novel theory.

Principles and Prophecies Revealingt KH OHVVLDK{V 5HWXUQ

In the video production of Messiah 2030,21° hermeneutically sound principles
were proposed to unlock prophecies that pointed to the return of Jesus in 2030 A.D.?%!
The video producers provided biblical evidence that a single "day" could symbolize
1,000 years.?? In support of this concept, they pointed to Psalm 90:4, which stated,
"For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch

LQ WKH QL XKuwhfatielurénaeus also referred to this verse to affirm the

210 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-2, Messiah 2030, accessed April 27,

2024. The Messiah 2030 Project provided the framework and research for the novel theories and
prophetic interpretations presented in 3Principles $QG 3URSKHFLHY 5HYHDOLQJ 7KH OHVVLD
211 See Figure 2.18; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 273, Appendix B.

212 See Figure 2.19; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 274, Appendix B.
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principle.?'3 Additionally, in 2 Peter 3:8-10, Peter drew upon the week of creation as
further support of the statement that one day corresponded to one thousand years in
WHUPV RI WKH /RUGTV WLPLQJ
Messiah 2030 provided numerous prophecies from throughout the Bible that
used the thousand-year-to-a-day principle. For instance, Hosea 6:2 declared, "After
two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his
V L J Kke¢ suggestion was that the prophet Hosea had implied a waiting period of
around two thousand years measured from the death and ascension of Jesus before
revival or resurrection from death would occur, and the people of God would enter
*RGTV SUBWHQFH
$QRWKHU SULQFLSOH VXJJHVWHG WR XQORFN QXPHURY
P U L Q F*Sr@eHlubilee Principle utilized cycles of fifty-year Jubilees as a prophetic
time measurement. Just as land Sabbaths were observed each seventh year (as
described in Exodus 23:10, 11), Jubilee cycles and the rest given on the fiftieth year of
HDFK -XELOHH ZHUH FRQVLGHUHG DQG UHODWHG WR -HVXV
As an example, and according to the Jubilee PULQFLSOH 'DYLGTV FRQIUF
with Goliath, which lasted for 40 days (1 Sam 17:16), could be seen as a parallel to a
two-thousand-year VSDQ IURP -HVXVY GHDWK RQ WKH FURVV WR -H
$QWLFKULVW DW $UPDJHGGRQ 'DYLGTV Pracple/of BOXOWLSOLI

years, equaled the two-thousand-year period UHODWHG WR -HVXVY GHIHDW R

213 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.

214 See Figure 2.20; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 274, Appendix B.
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Likewise, Genesis 6:3 was claimed to prophetically utilize the Jubilee Principle
E\ LQGLFDWLQJ WKDW *RG ZRXOG FRQW HAQGeZIORKX PDQNLQG
said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days
VKDOO EH DQ KXQGUHG DQG Wizhile® RincipteDitivas” 8 VLQJ WKH
suggested that resurrection for mankind would occur after 50 jubilee periods, or 6,000
years, after which mankind would no longer have flesh but a spiritual body and nature.
Messiah 2030 also presented compelling scriptural evidence that suggested
that Jesus was crucified around 30 A.D. Specifically, the producers argued that Daniel
9:24-27 prophesied that the Messiah would be cut off after a period of 69 "weeks,"
which they asserted referred to the year 30 A.D. In Daniel 9:24-27, a prophetic
timeline was given regarding the arrival and death of the Messiah. In this prophecy,
the angel Gabriel advised Daniel that there would be a total of seventy weeks
DOORFDWHG IRU 'DQLH ONevulslishensdd blanie|l pZalyai/tQ &tvovhplish
the covenant promised by God to Abraham (Gen 12:1-3). Scholars have widely
agreed that these weeks represented years based on the context. It was said that
within these 69 weeks (equivalent to 483 years when the calendar with 360-day years
was considered), a specific event would occur: the cutting off of the "Anointed One."
The starting point for countng WKHVH \HDUV KDV EHHQ WUDFHG EDFN W
decree in 457 B.C. (referenced in Nehemiah 2:1,8), OHDGLQJ WR -HVXVY GHDWK

A.D., 483 years later.?16

216 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.
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Messiah 2030 recounted that Josephus and the Jewish Talmud had also
recorded unusual events during the same forty-year period. There were four specific
events taken from a quote in the Babylonian Talmud. 22 XU UDEELV WDXJKW 'XUL
ODVW IRUW\ \HDUV EHIRUH WKH GHVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH 7HP
come up in the right hand; nor did the crimson-colored strap become white; nor did the
western most light shine; and the doors of the Hekel [Temple] would open by
themselves. 2%/
The documentation of these events served to signify the occurrence of four
incidents during the forty-years before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. that
were of such significance that the Jewish scribes recorded them.
1) The Lot of the Lord in the Left Hand: The priests would choose between two
goats; one goat would be sacrificed, and the other goat would be sent into
the wilderness to signify the sins of the people having been placed on the
back of the 3V F D S H afdn bffering of atonement to God. The manner of
choosing the scapegoat involved the blind selection by the high priest of two
stones or lots, one black and one white. He would choose one lot with his
right and then take the remaining lot with his left. Once the selection
process had been completed, the high priest would open both hands to
reveal the verdict. The black stone represented the scapegoat, and
whichever hand it came up in, the right or the left, the corresponding goat on

the right or the left would be chosen as the scapegoat. The lot came up in

217 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.
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2)

3)

WKH SULHVWY{V OHIW KDAG teithetestridtidn of thd R P

Temple in 70 A.D., according to the Jewish Talmud. The odds of that

occurring were estimated to be about one trillion to one, according to the

producers of Messiah 2030.

The Crimson Thread Remained Crimson: A red cloth, which symbolized sin

itself, was bound to the scapegoat's horns, which was then led out into the

wilderness by an appointed man. According to tradition, the man was to

carry the scapegoat to an overhanging cliff and push it off. This was done to

prevent the goat from wandering back to the temple area and, thus, bringing

the sins back into the people. Just before the man put the goat over the

ledge, a portion of the red clothwastobe UHPRYHG IURP WKH JRDWVY
and tied to the temple doors. Prior to 30 A.D., the strip of crimson cloth tied

to the temple doors miraculously turned white, signifying that God had

accepted the sacrifice and that the people were forgiven of their sins. But

after 30 AD., 3&ULPVRQ WKUHDG U HwHih @as Ghelcase BrivIR Q

the temple was destroyed. It was taken to be understood that after 30 A.D.,

God no longer accepted the sacrifice of the scapegoat DQG WKH SHRSOHY
sins were still with them.

Nor Did the Western Light Shine: A menorah lampstand with nine candles

stood in the temple. One of the nine candles was called WKH 3SVHUYDQW
FDQGOH ~ ,W ZDV SODFHG LQ WKH ZHVWHUQPRVW SR\

considered the most important candle because it was the first lighted and
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was used to light the other candles. After 30 A.D., despite all efforts made
by the temple priests, this candle would not remain lit.
4) The Doors of the Temple Opened on Their Own: The doors were extremely

large and heavy. It was said that it took the strength of twenty men to move

them so that the fact that the doors of the temple would open by themselves

would be remarkable. The following reference from the Jerusalem Talmud

further substantiated the doors opening themselves. Said Rabban Yohanan

%HQ =DNNDL WR WKH 7HPSOH p2 7HPSOH ZK\ GR \RX

\RX ZLOO HQG XS GHVWUR\HG )RU LW KDV EHHQ VDLC

/IHEDQRQ WKDW WKH ILUH PO\ GHYRXU \RXU FHGDUVT

The producers of Messiah 2030 suggested that these recorded incidents all
stemmed from the same significant event that occurred in the year 30 A.D., namely
WKH FUXFLIL[LRQ RI *RGYV 6RQ
$FFRUGLQJ WR WKH *RVSHOV -H\uheefodeamnd &ahRL QLVWU
years. The prophetic timeline provided by Daniel 9:24-27 was utilized, which indicated
that Jesus was to be cut off before the final weeks of the year. This and other
reasoning in Messiah 2030 VXSSRUWHG D FRQFOXVLRQ WKDW SXW -H\
$ ZKLFK DJUHHG ZLWK 'DQLHOYfYVY SURSKHWLF WLPHOLQH
In summary, the principles and prophecies outlined by the producers of

Messiah 2030 provided a strong indication that Jesus could return around the year

2030, two thousand years after his death and resurrection in 30 A.D.
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No One Can Know the Day or the Hour Dilemma
In Matthew 24:36, Jesus made a statement concerning when the seventy
weeks referred to by Daniel would be fulfilled and the end of this age would occur.?!8
Effectively, he said, 1R RQH NQRZV WKH GD\ RU WKH KRXU ZKHQ W
would occur, nor the time or date of His return.?19
This statement required context to be understood correctly.??° In Matthew
24:36, Jesus stated that not only were the angels unaware, but he was also unaware
of the chronology of the last-days. The timing was known only by the Father. This
statement has been commonly understood to support the idea that predicting the time
of -HVXVY] UHWXUQ ZRXOG EH LPSRVVLEOH DQG DQ\ DWWHP
However, when the statement was examined in the context of who and when it
was said, it could be determined that Jesus specifically referred to the understanding
of the disciples he spoke to at that time rather than making a broad claim applicable to

all people throughout history.??1

218 Jesus was clarifying his statement made two verses earlier (v.34) where he indicated that
SWKLY JHQHUDWLRQ ZLOO QRW SDVV WLOO DOO WHHMHQYKH QMR WKHXO
timeline statements made in Daniel 9:24-27 relating utimDWHO\ WR WKH 3FRQVXPPDWLRQ ™ Y
seventy weeks (v.27).

219 See Figure 2.22.a tFigure 2.22.f 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 275 - 278,
Appendix B.

220 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.

221 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.
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There are two reasons why the interpretation of this verse within its historical
context has pointed to a statement that would have been meant to have been
understood in a way only the Jewish disciples in the first century could have
understood it.
7TKH ILUVW ZRXOG EH WKDW -HVXVY VWDWHPHQW WR WEk
referenced an idiom that would have been familiar to them in the first century.
Many Bible teachers and scholars have noted connections between the
last-day's event timeline and holy days on the Hebrew calendar, especially Rosh
Hashana, also known as Yom Teruah or the Feast of Trumpets. Bible teacher Nelson
Walters has proposed a connection between the commencement of last-day events
and timelines and feast days on the Hebrew calendar. One such feast day was Rosh
Hashana, Yom Teruah, or the Feast of Trumpets.???
Walters has suggested that Rosh Hashanah, which commenced on a new
moon, was prophetically significant and was related to - H V Xstatfment in Matthew
24:36. Rosh Hashanah was known by an idiom prevalent at the time of Jesus
statement in Matthew 24:36. By way of the idiom, Rosh Hashanah was known as the
IHDVW GD\ ZKLFK FRPPHQFHG 3RQ WKH GD\ ZKLFK'QR RQH N
Walters indicated that Rosh Hashana, which commenced the Jewish civil new
year, and all seven-year WLPH VHIJPHQWYV N QR Z QedaV ohthk Befe)oeK V

QHZ PRRQYV DSSHDUDQFH :DOWH U \hé @@ insdd WadiGbavV KD W W K

222 Nelson Walters, Tribulation Timeline: What Days Will Things Happen? The Appointed Times

R1 WKH 0HVYVL DXdVuldeHSApteher 26, 2022.
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difficult to determine in the first century and that the idiom had developed because it
was the only feast day on which the calendar date was not known in advance and
could happen on only one of two days.

Of Rosh Hashana, it was said that no one could know the day or hour until the
first sliver of the moon was sighted in Israel. For that reason, Walters proposed that
-HVXVY VWDW Héwr2Q36 wo@d bdydindicated that the time of his return and
the end of the age would commence on a Rosh Hashana feast day.??3

Building on these parallels, some speculate that the final seven-year period
could commence on Rosh Hashana in 2024. These speculations fitted the prophecy of
a coming covenant with the Antichrist in Daniel 9:27, which this writer indicated could
correlate with the proposed United Nations fPact for the Future declaration scheduled
for September 2024.

Walters also believed that Rosh Hashana would not only commence the last
shabua of the age, but it could likely also mark the commencement of the rapture six
years later, on September 27, 2030. The Day of the Lord's wrath would begin

following the rapture and within the same day.??*

223 Walters, Tribulation Timeline: What Days Will Things Happen? The Appointed Times of the
OHVVLDKTV 5HWXUQ
224 \Walters, Tribulation Timeline: What Days Will Things Happen? The Appointed Times of the

OHVVLDKYV 5HWXUQ
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7KH VHFRQG UHDVRQ WKDW -HVXVY VWDWHPHQW LQ O0D'
and understood from the perspective of the first-century disciples was based on three
arguments:??°
JLUVW -HVXVY VWDWHP H CwWpdred t0 Stadékvakdtsl @ade in the
%RRN RI 'DQLHO ZRXOG EH FRQWUDGLFWRU\ LI -HVXVY VWIL
that some living in the end-times would not have knowledge of end-time chronology.
In Matthew 24:15, Jesus referred to Daniel as he discussed the "abomination of
desolation" which was mentioned in Daniel 11:31 and 9:27. In the Book of Daniel,
Daniel asked about the timing of end-time events (Dan 12:8) but was told by the
Archangel Michael o thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the
WLPH RI1 WHukherd QeGus tied his statement about no one knowing the day or
hour to the information that Michael had imparted, will be sealed until the end
(emphasis provided) (Mat 24:15).
6HFRQG -HVXVY VWDWHPHQW LQ ODWWKHZ PXVW E
of other statements he made during his discourse with the disciples. In Matthew
24:32-33, Jesus talked about recognizing the signs of his coming using phrases like
"when you see" and "you know." However, in Verse 42 he also mentioned that "you do
not know," which denoted that he had specifically referred to the disciples fack of
knowledge rather than its having been made as a general statement about all

believers throughout history.

225 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.
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Third, the Greek word that represented SNQRZHWK” ~ LQ 0DW WiseHl Z ZLC
LQ WKH SUHVHQW W B@ of that depaKdhodikhdsveth no man, no, not
the angels of heaven, but my Fatheronly. " 7KH ZRUG 3NQRZHWK”™ LQ *UHHN
correspondedtotheverb 3 '&" ZKLFK ZDV H[SUHVVHG LQ WKH SUHVH(
Greek present tense meant, among other things, something that was in the process of
happening. This meant that Jesus referred W R E H OthéhYotedeim fbility to
understand. If a future understanding were meant to be conveyed by Matthew, he
would have used the auxiliary verb 3 . (tha) followed by the base form of the verb
H[SUHVVHG D& 0DWWKHZ rBoRi\the UAERT the present tense of the
word.226

Finally, subsequent writings in the New Testament suggested that a time would
come when believers would understand the timing of end-time events. Paul told
E H O L HBuly&Morethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as
a thief” TKHV 3DXO DSSHDUHG WR DIILUP WKDW EHOLHY
the timing of the day of the Lord prior to its occurrence.

7TKHUHIRUH -HVXVY VWDWHPHQW LQ ODWWKHZ VKR
only to those believers alive during the time of his statement. When coupled with the
prophecies in Daniel, it was further confirmed that believers would be open to

understanding during the time of the end.

226 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.

112



There also appeared to be a correlation between those who possessed
knowledge and understanding and unbelievers who remained ignorant and
unprepared in the last-days.??’ This point has been illustrated by several passages in
the Book of Daniel, which affirmed that although end-time timing prophecies were
sealed when Daniel had his vision, the righteous would be given wisdom to
understand in the last-days. On the other hand, the wicked would continue in their
wickedness without understanding (Dan 12:4, 10).2%8

Jesus also emphasized this distinction of the wise and ignorant in Matthew 24.
He framed his statement related to no one knowing the day or hour of His coming by a
comparisonto 1RD KV W L Ehel witked ®ere ignorant and unaware until sudden
destruction came upon them. However, he contrasted this with a reminder that Noah
had been considered wise and had been given the understanding that judgment was
coming and the specific time it was to occur (Mat 24:37-39; Gen 7:4).

Paul reminded believers that they would not be taken as thieves in the night,
which implied that since they were righteous, they would understand the signs and
seasons and what would occur prior to events such as the Day of the Lord. On the
other hand, Paul stated that since the unrighteous unbelievers would not understand
the times and seasons, they would not know when the wrath of God would be upon
W K HBut y&, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a

W K L(HThés 5:4).

227 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.

228 See Figure 2.23; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 278, Appendix B.
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Peter also inferred that in the last-days, ignorant people would start mocking
EHOLHYHUVY FODLPV RI *RGYYVY SURPLVHG UHWXUQ 3HWHU |
ignorance with wickedness (2 Peter 3:1, 3, 4, 17).

In the Book of Daniel, the angel told Daniel that the wise would increase in their
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ -HV X Mi§ciplay havthey EbQIthhonuRdersténd end-
time chronology does not contradict statements made in Daniel and by Paul and Peter
in the New Testament that the end-time righteous would understand. Both the Old and
New Testaments repeatedly stated, and through various voices, that a day would
come when wise believers would understand the timing of end-time events while
unwise scoffers would remain ignorant.

Summarizing, the statement made by Jesus to his disciples that "no one knows
the day or hour" of His return was true for only those individuals living in the first
century, and when compared to the warning providedin -HVXVY 3DUDEOH RI WKH
Virgins; that the wise would know and the foolish would not, should have been
deemed an extremely important directive to Christians such that they remained vigilant
in their faith, in their studies of the scriptures, and in their awareness of events

occurring or that have occurred.
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The Implication of Revelation 3:3
As this writer has discussed in this paper, the letters to the seven churches in
the Book of Revelation were primarily prophetic. The letters, when viewed
prophetically, should be seen as additional instructions to the one end-time Church,
and the seven letters correlated in timing and effect with the seven seals of the Book
RI 5SHYHODWLRQ DQG -HVXVY 20LYHW &LVFRXUVH IRXQG LQ
When Jesus spoke to the church in Sardis, KH V DRe@entber therefore how
thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not
watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come
XSRQ WKHH
This statement contained a premise. The premise was that if one did not repent
and remained spiritually asleep, Jesus would come unexpectedly like a thief. Hence,
the opposite would also be true. Namely, if one did repent and became spiritually
awake, that person would not be surprised when Jesus came. They would be aware of
his arrival.2%°
In both cases, beingawareor XQDZDUH RI -HVXVY UHWXUQ -HVXV (
spiritual condition of the believer to their state of awareness. Jesus connected being
found awake or asleep dependent on whether the individual was determined faithful or

unfaithful when He returned.

229 The 7 Churches of Revelation- , QVWUXFWLRQV IRU WKH (QG 7LPHV ORVW 'RQ

230 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-P1-P2.
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This interpretation also agreed with the statements made by the angel to Daniel
when Daniel was told the seals would remain sealed "until the time of the end when
the wise shall understand” (Dan 12:9, 10). Further, in Daniel 12:3, wisdom again was
linked to purity when the angel told Daniel, 3$ Q eyMhat be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for
HYHU D Q Ghid Varse implied that the wise individuals would be righteous and the
righteous would have understanding during the end-times.
Jesus ftatement in Revelation 3:3 was also consistent with other passages
that used the metaphor of a thief. Paul told the church in Thessalonica, "But ye,
EUHWKUHQ DUH QRW LQ GDUNQHVV WKDW WEKIBW GD\ VKRX
suggested that some would be aware of the timing of the Day of the Lord. Peter said,
"% XW WKH GD\ RI WKH /RUG ZLOO F RAetdr DN).PewrK LHI LQ WKH
identified "scoffers" as ignorant and ungodly people (2 Peter 3:3,5, 7). -HV XV
statements to his disciples warned them to stay alert so that the day of the Lord did
not come unexpectedly (Mat 24:42, 44). It seemed obvious to this writer that Jesus
was aware that the Day of the Lord would not come during the disciples fifetime, but
instead VSRNH WKH DGPRQLWLRQ 3WR QRW EH RYHtBWWDNHQ DV
much as Paul admonished the Corinthian church when he wrote ¥Wherefore let him

that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall (1 Cor 10:12).23*

231 In 1 Corinthians 10:11-12, Paul uses Old Testament identifies idolators and murmurers that
the church be aware of, and states those examples were given as admonishment to not follow in like

behavior.
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The Book of Daniel foretold that knowledge would increase. Such was the case
ZKHQ WDNHQ LQ FRQWH[W ZLWK -HVXVY VWDWHPHQW LQ 0D
reasoning found in Revelation 3:3 and other passages. This writer would suggest that
believers had the potential to know when Jesus would return if they were vigilant,
watchful, and receptive to emerging knowledge that would be unsealed. These
passages suggested that the wisdom and understanding of faithful Christians would
increase as the end-times drew near. The sealed scriptures would become clear,
PXFK OLNH WKH IX]]\ EOXUU\ OHW-thatWwaulk betb@eRI&W RP HW U L\
when approached by the viewer.?3?
Throughout these passages, a theme has aligned with Revelation 3:3.
Individuals who lived righteously and maintained spiritual awareness would be aware
of the timing. At the same time, unrighteous people would be caught off guard like
thieves in the night. This thought paralleled the angel's statement in Daniel 12:10,
3 « D Qrene of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. ~
This implied that knowledge of end-WLPH WLPLQJ GHSHQGHG RQ RQH"
righteousness and mindfulness to have remained spiritually aware and awake during

the dynamics of end-time occurrences.

232 See Figure 2.24; 02/13/24 +Selected Presentation Slide, p. 279, Appendix B. Credit is given
to prophecy teacher Jon Haller of Fellowship Bible Chapel for the eye-chart analogy related to an

increase in awareness by believers as the end-of-days draw near.
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Summary

This writer confirmed in this study that the identification of any projected dates
regarding the commencement of the last-days and, most importantly, the return of
Messiah remained speculative. The intent of this project was not to set firm timetables.
Instead, the intention was to present emerging theories and concepts and those
current events that intersected those theories and concepts to have caused church
leaders to probe possible connections relating to scriptures and current events.

This project hoped to encourage watchfulness and readiness for the return of
the Messiah by providing these emerging and sometimes controversial theories. Even
if the precise concepts, timing, or theories would be proven otherwise, a requirement
to remain watchful and receptive to emerging theories concerning end-time concepts
and chronology was considered essential and paralleled the concept of being

righteous.
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CHAPTER THREE

Methodology

Overview

This research project employed a combination of qualitative and quantitative
methodologies to explore the receptiveness of church leaders to ideas and concepts
related to the wakefulness of the Church, the emergence of Mystery Babylon, and the
end-times. This study's objective was to better understand WKH VDPSOH JURXSY{V
perspectives, knowledge, and openness regarding these theological concepts.

This study commenced with one-on-one interviews aimed at selecting qualified
candidates for participation. The interview aimed to identify 12-15 individuals with
significant ministerial or pastoral experience or academic professionals with a
PLQLPXP RI D PDVWhibligal stadies tbiséive as study participants. The
S D UW L FL ScatQnal ¥ackgr@uXds, ministerial expertise, and views on various
end-time topics were key factors in the assessment and selection process. After
carefully selecting the sample group, each participant was invited to attend a three-
hour presentation on end-time issues. Approximately twenty candidates were initially
interviewed, but they were narrowed down to twelve participants who agreed to
participate in the presentation. To maintain the integrity of the study sample, the
presentation details were intentionally kept vague, which prevented the participants

from researching the subject matter in advance.
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Research Questions

At the time of the presentation, a pre-presentation survey was administered to
gauge the initial knowledge and beliefs of the participants regarding the end-time
theories and concepts to be presented. A three-hour presentation was then
undertaken. An 80-slide PowerPoint presentation illustrated the presentation, and the
participants were provided with a copy of the slides. The presentation introduced novel
theories on Mystery Babylon, the Great Reset, the White Horse and Rider, the Letters
to the Seven Churches found in the Book of Revelation, the timing of end-time events
such as the tribulation periodand -HV XV &KULVW{V UHWXUQAW WKH HQG
VHFRQG VXUYH\ DVVHVVHG DQ\ VKLIWV LQ WKH SDUWLFLSD
after the presentation.

A quantitative focus was placed on the divergent answers within the participant
pool as part of the analysis. Some general observations were made regarding majority
and minority views, as well as observations concerning the tendencies of responses
among individuals with similar characteristics, such as academic background,
ministerial experience, and denominational affiliation.

The project, however, was primarily a qualitative study.?33 The question design
was structured to capture WK H S D U Wihdetsd@g\oefhd-time concepts and
events before and after the presentation. This required prioritization of obtaining the
LQGLYLGXDO SHUVSHFWLYHV RI WKH SDUWLFLSDQWYVY XQGI

more about the presented end-time concepts.

233 Merriam, p.15-17.
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The participants underwent several stages of review or questioning during this
study process: an initial vetting, a pre- and post-questionnaire phase, and finally, one-
on-one interviews. Through the engagement of the participants in multiple, in-depth
interviews and the analysis of their written responses to questions, a qualitative picture
ZDV GHYHORSHG LQWR WKH SDUWLFLSDQWVYY WKRXJKWYV F|
time issues and theories. Insights also emerged regarding various factors, including
the S D U W L Fdd&chtiQnal ¥dckgrounds, personal experiences, and interpretative
frameworks.
This in-depth and personal questioning process shed light on the participants'
perspectives DQG SURYLGHG YDOXDEOH LQVLJKWY LQWR 3ZKHUH
end-time concepts. The combination of quantitative data from questionnaire
responses and qualitative insights from personal interviews contributed to a
comprehensive picture of the participants relative to their knowledge of the end-time
issues presented.?®*
The questions that this study sought to answer were:
1) :KDW GR FKXUFK OHDGHUV FXUUHQWO\ XQGHUVWDQG
identity, nature, and location?
2) How open are church leaders to exploring viewpoints on Mystery Babylon,
the Great Reset, the White Horse and Rider, the Letters to the Seven
Churches as found in the Book of Revelation, the possible timing of the

tribulation period, and Jesus & K Ud. retWfat the end of the age?

234 Merriam, p. 108-111.
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3) What factors impact church O H D GaHllidgnéss to consider these end-time
perspectives, such as their beliefs, educational backgrounds, or ministry
experiences?
4) How does a comprehensive discussion on these subjects affect church
O H D GoHrspecfives, understanding, and emphasis on teaching and
mentoring in eschatology?
This project also presumed that the process used in this study fV ILQGLQJV FRXC
be used in relation to similarly situated church leaders and that the recommendations
generated from this study could be used to promote receptivity and awareness to
other similarly situated individuals.
Research Design Structure
The research design used in this project was primarily qualitative, with an
emphasis on phenomenological data.??® It was structured to investigate and
XQGHUVWDQG WKH SDUWLFLSDQWVY SHUVSHFWLYHYVY DQG U
emerging end-time theories and analyze and utilize that information.236
This approach was consistent with one of the primary purposes of this study,
ZKLFK ZzDV WR UHVHDUFK FKXUFK OHDGHUVYebddidne HIV DQG |
theories after exposure to current events and geopolitical events that were unfamiliar

WR WKHP 3DUWLFLSDQWVY DWWLWXGHY DQG UHVSRQVHYV Z

235 Thomas Groenewald, A Phenomenological Research Design lllustrated, “International

Journal of Qualitative Methods, accessed May 2, 2024. p. 43, 47.

236 Dawson R. Hancock and Bob Algozzine, Doing Case Study Research: A Practical Guide for

Beqinning Researchers, (New York, NY: Teachers College Press, 2006), p. 9.
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and interviews, and their multiple-choice and open-ended responses provided

individual and unique perspectives.?®’ The phenomenology method was helpful in this

FDVH VWXG\ EHFDXVH LW DOORZHG WKH SDUWLFLSDQWVY U
introduction to and contemplation of novel end-time theories, which sometimes

challenged their current beliefs.?*®

The goal of this study was to highlight subjective perspectives rather than to
measure objective facts. Data collection methods like interviews and observations
permitted this writer to capture rich participant insights. One of the key features of the
phenomenology method includes the examination of phenomena from a personal
perspective, which this study accomplished.?3® Observation of body language, such as
rolling of the eyes, was helpful in the determination of the participants ffeceptivity to
presented concepts and theories.

A core feature of this case study was to understand phenomena from the
perspective of the church leaders, who were confronted with novel and emerging
end-time theories that challenged their prior beliefs.?4° This study determined whether
a change in attitude or WK H S D U Wihdets&ud@@wwayld result from the three-hour

presentation that introduced the novel end-time concepts linked to current events.

287 C. Marshall, and G. B. Rossman, Designing Qualitative Research (Thousand Oaks, CA:

Sage Publication, 1999), p.129.

238 pranee Liamputtong and Douglas Ezzy. 2005. Qualitative Research Methods 2" Edition.

Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y, p.18.
239 Liamputtong and Ezzy, p. 19.

240 Merriam, p.24-28, 31-36.
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Experiences, meanings, and perspectives conveyed by participants were taken at face
value torecord WKH SDUWLFLSDQWVY XQGHUVWDQGLQJNDQG DW!
researcher's views to the participants, at least during data vetting and pre-interview
stages of data collection.

This phenomenological study aimed to "describe “rather than explain.?*! It
focused on participants' responses when novel, end-time concepts confronted their
current beliefs and whether participants adjusted their beliefs or attitudes. The
researcher used interviews and observations to produce rich, first-person responses
of how participants perceived and related to the presented eschatological concepts.
Still, the focus was not as concerned with determining the motives underlying their
thinking.?#? This study's results allowed for an understanding of the individual and a
cumulative awareness of the participants' aptitude. They also provided detailed
insights into how church leaders similarly situated might respond to the introduction of
novel end-time concepts.

In this study, church leaders communicated how they understood and assigned
meaning to the theological concepts presented.?*® After considering novel concepts
that potentially challenged their previously held theories, the participants responses
were constituted into findings. Significant participant diversity was found since the

focus was on identifying subjective meaning. However, the diversity in responses

241 Groenewald, p. 44.
242 \VVan Manen, p. 28-31.

243 | iamputtong and Ezzy, p. 19-20.
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provided an enhanced, composite picture of how church leaders might adjust current
beliefs after viewing a presentation of novel end-time theories coupled with evidence
of corresponding current events.

In summary, this approach was wel- VXLWHG WR GHWHUPLQH 3ZKHUH
ZHUH  FR Q spddifiQdn@-time theories and concepts and how receptive or
3ZKHUH WKH\ PLIJKW JR™ ZKHQ H[SRVHG WR WKH HPHUJLQJ F
theories, especially as those theories intersected with biblical prophecy and the
end-times.

Literature Review

A preliminary literature review was conducted to analyze existing biblical
sources, theological commentaries, and scholarly works focused on eschatology and
the research topics of interest. The review included the identity, the prophesied
attributes, and the location R 30\VWHU\ %sDdcd@drl @ 'Revelation 17-18;
interpretations of the White Horse and Rider as found in Revelation 6:1-2; the timing of
WKH ILQDO 3ZH H kef&éndétiinlDeniel»24-27; LOQOWHUSUHWDWLRQV RI
to the Seven Churches “as found in the Book of Revelation Chapters 2 and 3;
principlesand SURSKHFLHYV FRQFHUQLQJ ;ahH iHtegpgretatidn DK TV UHW X U

“HVXVY] VWDWHPHQW LQ ODWWKHZ F Bf@relHitdeQeeapts. NQ R Z L G
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Additionally, the literature analysis was used to examine how contemporary and
historical theological scholars have understood these prophecies and were the
groundwork used to assemble background context for evaluating the alternate
eschatological theories presented. Key questions and points addressed included:

1) How has Mystery Babylon been traditionally identified in scholarly works?

What is the mainstream eschatological view?

2) Which capital city was Mystery Babylon associated with historically and in a
contemporary setting?

3) Relevant historical and contemporary biblical sources and authors were
reviewed to determine the positions to be reviewed in this project. Historic
Babylon, the end-time Babylon system, and themes related to supernatural
connections and influence were explored.

4) A review of historical and current authors related to the commencement of
the tribulation, the timing of the rapture, and Jesus Christ's return was
undertaken. Mainstream contemporary and historical evangelical thinking
was analyzed to trace interpretive stances on key end-time passages.
Findings highlighted agreements and debates on the eschatological issues

FHQWUDO WR WKLV SURMHFWYV UHVHDUFK DLPV
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Research Setting
A three-hour presentation was developed to introduce the participants to novel
perspectives on end-times prophecy, key biblical passages related to eschatology,
and current events that could impact end-times understanding. The research study
took place in a large conference room in a neutral environment, which ensured a
comfortable and somewhat familiar space for the participants. The environment choice
aimed to minimize distractions and to foster an atmosphere that encouraged
interaction and open dialogues.
The presentation content aligned primarily with four unconventional hypotheses
previously mentioned by this writer as research premises:
1) Mystery Babylon would be an end-times global system ruled by elite families
and international organizations.
2) The establishment of this end-time global system would be through a
SURFHVV WHUPHG 37KH *UHDW 5HVHW
3) The capital of this end-time neo-Babylonian empire would be the future
high-tech city of Neom, Saudi Arabia.
4) The tribulation period would begin in September/October 2024, with the
rapture and Second Coming in September 2030.
Visual aids, such as PowerPoint slides, were incorporated into the presentation
to illustrate and provide prophetic scriptures, photographic evidence, and conceptual

diagrams relevant to the proposed hypotheses.
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In terms of delivery, the presentation was given in-person to the assembled
group of twelve pastors and other church leaders. Copies of the PowerPoint slides
and other informational handouts were provided to the participants prior to the start of
the presentation. The speaker noted observations during the presentation, but the
crux of data collection occurred through participant-completed questionnaires and pre-
and post-presentation interviews. These methods were extremely effective in

FDSWXULQJ W K Hnt&rprétationg anfl B2eridonsy L
Data Collection

Structured questionnaires were developed for the participants to complete
before and after the presentation. The questions assessed knowledge, attitudes, and
priorities related to end-time doctrine.

The pre-presentation questionnaires were distributed to participants just before
the beginning of the presentation, and the presentation began shortly after completion.
The questionnaires contained approximately twenty (20) questions that would gauge
WKH SDUWLFLSDQWVY

1) Existing familiarity with key terms and prophecies related to the four primary

presentation topics (e.g., Mystery Babylon, Great Reset, end-time
chronology, and ability to know the timing of events prior to their
occurrence).

2) Current eschatological views, including beliefs on the timing of the rapture,

JUHDW WULEXODWLRQ DQG &KULVWYV UHWXUQ SULR

biblical end-times passages.
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3) The priority given to end-times subject matter in their ministry, teaching, and

perceived congregational needs.

After a brief question-and-answer period, which took place following the
completion of the presentation, the post-presentation questionnaires were distributed
to the participants. This questionnaire also contained approximately twenty (20)
guestions and was designedto JDXJH WKH SDUWLFLSDQWVY

1) Awareness of alternate end-time theories and doctrine.

2) Understanding of current events that could impact biblical theology, such as

the Great Reset, the potential alignment of attributes between the United
Nations and global elites with prophesied end-time events, the United
Nations Pact for the Future, and the existence and location of Saudi
$UDELDYYV PHJD FLW\ 1HRP

3) Potential willingness to adjust or expand their current end-times teaching

and preaching ministries.

4) General reactions and thoughts related to the presentation and its delivery.

Possession of the pre- and post-data allowed for comparison along dimensions
like familiarity with concepts, general beliefs concerning end-times theories, and
openness to novel interpretations. The questionnaires included basic demographic
guestions relating to ministerial experience, education, and denominational affiliation.
Additionally, the questionnaires were comprised of multiple-choice questions, ranked

response questions, and short-answer questions.
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Qualitative information was obtained from the church leaders through
semi-structured interviews with the participants before and after the presentation and
informal discussions during the presentation. All participants were given the
presenter's personal contact information at the first meeting prior to the presentation.
The participants were encouraged to call or text anytime and for any reason. The goal
was to establish a rapport and trust that would facilitate open dialogue and
communication and a lasting relationship.

Pre-presentation interviews, which lasted 30-45 minutes, were conducted with
all participants in the days prior to the presentation. Additionally, post-presentation
interviews were conducted with all the participants during the sixty (60) days that
followed the presentation. These interviews ranged from 10-15 minutes to over 2
hours in several instances.

The pre-presentation interviews were designed to:

1) Expand on questionnaire responses regarding familiarity with end-times

prophecy concepts.

2) Determine perspectives on the focus and priority that participants taught or

preached messages with end-time content in their respective ministries.
3) Determine their individual rapture timing theories and their understanding of
&KULVWYV UH éehts QUrd@h@ny\tK H

4) Determine the participants funderstanding of current events, which could
impact and intersect with end-time understandings and interpretations of
specific scriptural passages like Revelation 17-18, Daniel 9:24-27, and

Matthew 24.
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5) Investigated their understanding concerning Matthew 24:36 and whether
believers would be able to determine at some point the timing of the return
of Jesus.

6) Assess initial reactions to hearing the presentation topics.

All participants were interviewed on a one-on-one basis after the presentation.
These interviews were designed to delve deeper into their viewpoints, concerns, and
openness to end-time theories discussed during the presentation. Within sixty days
after the presentation, the participants were contacted, and interviews were arranged
as possible. The interviews included an assessment of whether they had taken any
actions, including researching the topics and concepts discussed during the
presentation. These interviews were effective in the following ways:

1) Clarification of the responses obtained from the questionnaires and in
determining the meaning the participant derived from the presentation and
end-time theories which were shared. Several questions were either
unanswered by the participants during the presentation or with cryptic
answers requiring explanation. The interviews were helpful in getting a clear
perspective of the S D UW L Rhda@h@ #Wh §nderstanding.

2) Measurement of the perceived viability held by the participant of presented
topics and theories concerning Mystery Babylon and end-times timelines.

3) Determination of any new perspectives derived by the participant from the
introduction of events such as the United Nations Summit for the Future and

6DXGL $ Urbegd-dny Weom.
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4) Discussion of participant reflections on differences in their current

eschatology.

5) Determination of thoughts and intentions of the participant to integrate

aspects of novel perspectives into their ministries.

6) Exploring what issues were most interesting and caused the most

engagement.

At the close of the presentation, a brief opportunity was given for group
discussion, question-and-answer interactions, informal conversation, and observations
of responses to ideas introduced. The presenter took field notes and recorded relevant
comments, areas of confusion or disagreement, and other nonverbal reactions.

Useful observational data was available and collected during the presentation
itself. The researcher took field notes on elements such as:

1) Facial expressions that conveyed confusion, surprise, disagreement, or other
reactions.

2) Examples of notable body language which indicated attentiveness, lack of
interest, or objection to the content of the presentation.

3) Verbal statements made like asking elaboration questions or making
connections to existing knowledge.

4) Side conversations between participants in reaction to the presentation.

Particular attention was paid by the presenter to the participants feactions to
the sections of the presentation that explained the novel hypotheses related to
Mystery Babylon, WKH FRQFHSW RI 3SNQRZLQJ WKH aNddgntttiRds WKH /R

chronology concerning the final seven years prior to the anticipated millennium
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Questions asked and comments made by the participants, along with visible displays
of receptiveness or resistance, were helpful in developing an assessment of the
responses beyond what was gathered during interviews and from questionnaire
responses.

7KH UHYV H Didldotesfieve brganized based on the presentation
structure to ensure that recorded participant reactions could be traced to the specific
theories and concepts that had been introduced. It was found that the observational
data provided helped confirm the participant interview responses and shed light on
any unanswered questions or discrepancies between questionnaire answers and the
behavior this presenter perceived to occur. When taken together, this cumulative
information base helped to provide a clearer understanding ofthe SDUWLFLSDQWV
understanding and reactions to the information presented.

The Sampling Unit

The participant sample consisted of twelve pastors, chaplains, or academic
professionals from Protestant, evangelical backgrounds who had either led a
congregation for at least five years, served as a chaplain for five years, or possessed
D PLQLPXP RI D PDVWHUYV GHJUHH |URsdecidKitdReSRILFDO V
began with the researcher using existing ministry networking connections to identify
and directly or indirectly invite potential research participants. Additional research
participants were secured by requesting those individuals initially recruited to ask or to
refer other church leaders they knew who also met the specified qualifying criteria.
After identification, all prospective participants were screened through direct interviews

as the final step in the selection process.
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Selection of the members for the sample group was based on two factors: each
was a mature Christian who exerted a significant influence on the shaping of religious
beliefs and practices in their respective ministry field, and each met the specified
qualifying criteria.?4*

Quialification criteria for sample-group consideration dictated that participants
met the following requirements:

1) A current or former senior or associate pastor or a similar ministerial

position, a chaplain, or an academic professional.

As leaders responsible for guiding theological understanding in churches,
pastors were positioned to evaluate eschatological concepts and to integrate such
knowledge into ministerial practice. Their preaching and teaching roles meant that
they directly shaped their congregations' readiness for Christ's return. Chaplains
engage the world outside the church and, therefore, were critical to the proliferation of
the gospel message. Academic professionals provided the bedrock of correct doctrine,
biblical information, and practice to the church body, and their essential role in the
education of church leadership cannot be overstated.

2) Protestant/evangelical theological beliefs.

Unity in foundational theology provided an underpinning lens through which
end-times passages were interpreted. Variance in denominational doctrine was

determined to be difficult to ascertain due to the small sample size.

244 Merriam, 96-97.
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3) Ministry experience of over five years or they possessed a minimum of a
PDVWHUYYV GHJUHH
Seasoned pastoral and ministerial experience, as well as educational
attainment, helped to ensure that participants had existing perspectives on
eschatology developed through Bible study, ministerial practice, and their educational
pursuits while in ministry. Encountering novel ideas warranted a need for spiritual
maturity and the ability to discern the viability of the theories presented. Advanced
religious education would assist in the critical analysis necessary to engage novel
viewpoints and theories and apply appropriate biblical hermeneutics, church history,
and systematic theology.
4) Willingness and availability to participate in the project.
Consent and committed involvement in all project research goals were
essential to obtain a correct analysis.
Pastors, chaplains, seminary professors, and biblical academic professionals
were presumed WR SOD\ D SLYRWDO UROH LQ SUHSDULQJ &KULVYV
return of her Bridegroom. This critical function parallelled the influence of clergymen in
the Black Robe Regiment during the American Revolutionary War era. Presbyterian
minister John Peter Muhlenberg delivered a rousing Ecclesiastes 3 sermon in 1776
GHFODULQJ S\WKHUH ZDV D WLPH IRU bddepatiodi Rt RELOL]H KL

fighting the British.?4> His example, along with other pastors who energized the cause

245 Josh Pitman, 33DVWRU  Bibriddé loRW Founding Fathers, accessed April 27, 2024.
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of liberty during the Revolutionary War, illustrated how church leaders could equip lay
people for spiritual battles as well as prepare them for the endurance required in a
war-like environment.

Similarly, this research project ultimately aimed to encourage church leaders to
prepare believers under their guidance to understand, participate, and persevere
through the difficult end-times that have been prophesied to occur. The presentation
content and findings were intended to spur intellectual readiness and spiritual
awareness concerning emerging concepts and prophetic understanding in church
leaders and those they lead as unprecedented end-of-age events could soon occur.

Data Analysis Methods

Data analysis examined the quantitative datasets gathered in this project
through techniques such as:

1) Thematic Analysis:

Identification of key themes, debates, and conclusions related to traditional
perspectives on Mystery Babylon and end-times prophecy was made possible due to
the analysis of the insights derived from the literature review as compared to the
viewpoints of the participants.

2) Comparative Assessment:

Through comparison of the pre- and post-presentation datasets, a quantitative
and qualitative assessment of changes in knowledge, attitudes, priorities, and other

unexpected insights were captured.
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3) Qualitative Analysis:

A qualitative review, comparison, and analysis were performed on the
open-ended questionnaire responses, interviews, and presentation notes. The
qualitative findings allowed the emergence of rich, descriptive data on participant
perspectives, their receptiveness to the novel concepts presented, and their
experiences.

4) Integration of Diverse Datasets:

Analyzation of the collective data obtained through different collection methods
provided an enhanced understanding of the openness of church leaders to engage
and possibly adjust their currently-held theories.

Ethical Considerations

Several precautions were taken to protect the participants and to ensure an
ethical research approach.

1) Informed Consent:

Formal informed consent was obtained from all participants through signed
forms indicating voluntary participation, rights, and study details. A verbal
reconfirmation of their willingness to continue also preceded pre- and
post-presentation data collection and the interview processes.

2) Anonymity/Confidentiality:

Identifying details were to remain confidential. 3 D U W L F LashBIQwar&/rpt Q
included in publications or presentations. Secure storage was employed to protect all

confidential data.
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3) Right to Withdraw:

Participants were allowed to withdraw their participation at any time without
penalty. Any corresponding data collected would have been destroyed and not
included in the analysis.

Additional Considerations:

1) The presentation would focus on the provision of factual and accurate

information to avoid misleading participants about the purpose of this study.

2) Individual responses would not be highlighted nor discussed with
third-parties to minimize scrutiny from peers.

3) While partial disclosures to participants of presentation contents would be
necessitated prior to presentation to prevent influencing interpretations, a
debriefing after data collection would explain its necessity.

This S U R Mpiiérity Wa&s generating beneficial knowledge for the body of

Christ while protecting participants from harm, given this V W X Gubfe¢t matter of
researching personal religious beliefs.
Strengths and Limitations

This research design carried strengths in its alignment with qualitative
principles, and the phenomenological design utilized and recognized limitations
existing relative to the survey methods employed.

Perceived Strengths

The qualitative approach utilized provided a complex, detailed understanding of

the issue being researched. Open-ended questions captured unexpected responses

that reflected critical thinking and would not have resulted in a purely quantitative
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approach. In-depth LQWHUYLHZY DOORZHG IRU GHHSHU SURELQJ L«
mindset than could be accomplished through written questionnaires alone.

7KLV ZULWHU KDG WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR TXHVWLRQ W
receptivity to the concepts and theories provided and was thereby able to gain an
understanding of the mental processes involved in decision-making. Gathering
observational data and use allowed the gauging of responses in a way written
responses alone could not have assessed. Pre/post assessments revealed the impact
of introducing current events that the participants were unaware of or had not
considered their end-time implications.

Perceived Limitations

The non-random, small sample prevented findings that would be statistically
meaningful. Several issues that this study sought to determine were not able to be
assessed due to the small sample size. Peer influence and social desirability bias was
a risk despite confidentiality assurances.?*® Scheduling availability could skew this
study towards less busy participants. Pre- and post-presentation schedules were
difficult to schedule, and several participants were not able to be scheduled for a post-
presentation interview. Due to time limitations, some interviews felt rushed, and some
interviews were conducted by phone. Presentation reactions might not persist long-

range. Researcher interpretations involved some unavoidable subjectivity due to the

246 Owen Ingram 3:KDW ,V 6 RFLDO 'H-VADLXD\EH D L W | DY%ee@aéshProspect,

September 1, 2023.
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complexity of some of the issues reviewed and the limited amount of time to interview
the participants.
Conclusion

This research employed quantitative and qualitative phenomenological
methodology to explore perspectives among church leaders regarding novel
eschatological concepts and theories. Key elements of the project included the use of
a comprehensive review and assessment of current events in the development of a
dynamic, visually impactful presentation of novel hypotheses about Mystery Babylon
and end-times chronology. The delivery of this presentation to a carefully selected
sample of mature Protestant/evangelical pastors, chaplains, and academic
SURIHVVLRQDOV ZDV WKH SURMHFWVY IRFXV

The use of varied modes of data collection occurred before and after
SDUWLFLSDQWVY H[SRVXUH WR QHZ DQG FRQWURYHUVLDO
EDVHOLQH RI WKH VDPSOH JU&RKBriey pieciHdoncepB ené LQJ R
chronology. The data collection process included loose and informally structured
interviews that provided personal and deep initial assessments of beliefs and provided
D FRQWUDVW WR SDUWLFLSDQWVY UH infokmal RifMssivii® FRQWH Q
during the presentation and observations of participants during the sessions

supplemented the information obtained from the participants.
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This writer used multiple analysis techniques, which assisted in identifying key
WKHPHVY DQG ILQGLQJY UHODWHG WR WKH SURMHFWYV LQT.
recognized by this writer that characterized changes in knowledge, attitudes, priorities,
and other outcomes were able to be gauged through the post-presentation
guestionnaire responses and interviews.

Substantial insights were obtained through an analysis of the groups
knowledge and aptitudes from pre- to post-presentation. These insights included an
DVVHVVPHQW RI WKH S D U WimME isSueLawd thiirvihddrgtaRdingtdiQhe
subject matters presented; the participants receptiveness to new and emerging
theories relating to prophetic eschatology; their willingness to change their beliefs
previously held, and the need to stay abreast on current events that could align with
end-time issues and to view such information through a prophetic lens.

The constructed methodology and analytical techniques allowed an accurate
assessment of a participant § current knowledge and aptitude and also provided
insight on how to increase such aptitude and priority by confronting existing beliefs

through a process such as the presentation process achieved.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Results of the Study

(',72576 127(

This chapter presented the findings that emerged from the research

VWXG\ RQ FKXUFK OHDGHUVY SHUVSHFWLYHV FR
1) The nature and location of Mystery Babylon,

2) The timing of events during the last seven years of this age,

3) Some related concepts, and

4) The participants receptiveness to these concepts.

Overview
The purpose of this phenomenological study was to assess the knowledge,
attitudes, and priorities of church leaders concerning key eschatological concepts,
their willingness to expand interpretations of prophetic scriptures, and their reactions
when introduced to novel ideas about Mystery Babylon and end-times chronology.
Some of the key objectives this study sought to address were:
1) To determine the familiarity church leaders had with concepts such as
"Mystery Babylon," the "Great Reset," the significance of the city of Neom,
Saudi Arabia, and the identity and location of end-times Babylon.
2) To determine the perspective participants had concerning the timing of the

rapture and interpretative approaches to Revelation.
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3) To understand whether participants would be receptive to re-examining their

end-time perspectives after the presentation of novel alternative theories.

4) To assess the impact new perspectives would have concerning the

SDUWLFLSDQWVY SULRULWiine¥ploghedy HDFKLQJ DERXW |

5) To explore Jesus' suggestion that as the Day of the Lord draws near, the

Church would be metaphorically asleep or unaware of important end-time
understandings, as were the sleeping virgins in the Matthew 25 parable.

Data was obtained through pre- and post-presentation questionnaires, pre- and
post-presentation interviews, observations made by the speaker during the
PowerPoint presentation, and informal discussions that took place before, during, and
after the presentation. The presentation introduced novel concepts about several
end-time topics. Mystery Babylon was presented as potentially representing an
interconnected global political system directed by elite families advancing a New
World Order. This writer suggested the possibility that the 70th week of Daniel
(Dan 9:24) could begin in September 2024, and a pre-wrath rapture could occur
around September 2030. This writer also presented the theory that Christians should
be able to know the timing of future prophetic events.

This chapter has organized both quantitative questionnaire data and qualitative
interview/observational data to address each research question. Due to the small
sample, this writer relied primarily on a qualitative approach; however, basic
descriptive statistics assisted in understanding the central tendency of the sample
individuals and the group as a whole. Church leaders ¥end-time theories and

openness to novel theories were analyzed in this phenomenological study.
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Finally, this project was able to gain insight into the priority that church leaders
placed on prophetic eschatology and the impact that this project had upon those
issues.

To summarize, the results showed how mature Protestant church leaders
comprehended and processed challenging updates to their theological stances and
determined whether this study was effective in conveying the novel concepts and
theories presented.

Participant Demographics

The participant sample consisted of twelve individuals from Protestant,
evangelical backgrounds, representing various denominations and levels of
theological education. To protect the confidentiality of the participants, specific details
that could potentially identify them were summarized in aggregate, rather than being
attributed to individual participants.

The participants included pastors, chaplains, and academic professionals with
a wide range of ministerial experience from five to more than fifty years. Their
denominational affiliations included Southern Baptist, Independent Baptist,
Pentecostal, Church of God, and nondenominational churches. Most participants held
pastoral positions, while some served as chaplains or seminary professors.

The educational backgrounds of the participants varied. Seven of the twelve
held degrees from seminaries; three held doctoral degrees (PhD, DMin, or D.R.E.),
three had master's degrees (MDiv. ThM, or other), and one had a bachelor's degree.
Several participants had multiple degrees. Five of the participants had limited formal

religious
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education but had gained significant practical ministry experience through their roles
as pastors, chaplains, music ministers, or missionaries. Two of these five participants
were professors at seminaries, and a third individual actively took part in seminars
instructing on end-time issues.

Presentation of Findings

This project employed various data assimilation methods to obtain meaningful
and rich responses from participants. This study centered on a three-hour
SUHVHQWDWLRQ GXULQJ ZKLFK FKXUFK OHDGHUVY SHUVSH
The potential influence was assessed through post-presentation interviews and
guestions.

Each pre-presentation question (Pre-PQ) and post-presentation question
(Post-PQ) given to the participant was designed to address one or more of this stud \  V
five key objectives, namely:

1) To determine the familiarity church leaders had with concepts like "Mystery
Babylon" and the "Great Reset," as well as the identity and location of
end-times Babylon.

2) To understand whether participants would be receptive to re-examining their
end-time perspectives after the presentation of novel alternative theories.

3) To determine the perspective that participants had concerning the timing of

the rapture and interpretative approaches to Revelation.
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4) To assess the impact that new perspectives would have concerning the
SDUWLFLSDQWVY SULRULWiine¥ploghedy HDFKLQJ DERXW |

5) To explore Jesus' suggestion that as the Day of the Lord drew nearer, the
Church would be metaphorically asleep or unaware of important end-time
understandings, as were the sleeping virgins in the Matthew 25 parable.

This writer used the following format to provide the findings for the Pre-PQ and

Post-PQ responses:

1) This writer provided the questions and responses when presenting the
findings for each question.

2) This study presented the reason(s) for the question being given, including
how it was related to answering one of the five listed questions sought to be
addressed in this study.

3) This writer summarized a quantitative analysis of the participants fanswers.

4) This writer gave and, in some cases, contrasted selected individual
responses from the Pre-PQ and Post-PQ questions. Where helpful, the
findings included individual participant § observations, reactions, and
statements made during their interaction with the presented concepts,
whether that information resulted from a presentation interview, during the
presentation, or in a post-presentation interview. These insights enhanced

FODULW\ DQG PHDQLQJ UHJDUGLQJ SDUWLFLSDQWVY
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In many cases, the Pre-PQ question had a reciprocating Post-PQ question
designed to measure a change or variance in response from each participant. In such
cases, both the Pre-PQ and the Post-PQ responses were analyzed, and findings were
given.

In some instances, the Pre-PQ or the Post-PQ question were standalone
guestions, i.e., a Pre-PQ question did not have a reciprocating Post-PQ question
associated with it. In those instances, the responses of the participants were focused

solely on the question given.
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Findings of This Study

Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 1:

Pre-PQ 1

Can anyone know the timing of
the rapture of the Church?

a) No, rapture could occur at any
time.

b) No, but rapture will occur when
the abomination that causes
desolation occurs.

c) No, but the rapture will occur just
prior to the return of Jesus at the
end of the age.

d) Yes, rapture will occur

immediately after the cosmic signs,
which occur after the opening of the
sixth seal in the Book of Revelation.

Post-PQ 1

Can anyone know the timing of the
rapture of the Church?

a) No, rapture could occur at any
time.

b) No, but rapture will occur when the
abomination that causes desolation
occurs.

c¢) No, but the rapture will occur just
prior to the return of Jesus at the end
of the age.

d) Yes, rapture will occur immediately
after the cosmic signs, which occur
after the opening of the sixth seal in
the Book of Revelation.

These questions supported Objective 3 and helped determine a

pre-presentation understanding of rapture timing and any changes found

post-presentation. The presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as

PowerPoint and handouts on the most prevalent rapture views.

Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (7); b (0); ¢ (1); d (3); no response (1).

x Post-PQ Responses: a (6); b (0); ¢ (2), d (3); no response (1).
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Participant Responses/Observation: _ Prior to the presentation, seven

participants indicated (a), which would correspond with a pre-tribulation rapture
viewpoint. Four participants indicated (c) or (d), which would indicate a rapture
viewpoint other than a pre-tribulation rapture. One participant had no response.

A bare majority held a pre-tribulation rapture viewpoint prior to the presentation.
Post-presentation, this number was reduced by one and was no longer deemed to be
the majority view. Additionally, a post-interview discussion occurred with the
participant who did not respond to either the pre- or post-presentation question. He
also indicated that his belief had shifted from a pre-tribulation rapture view to a view
that the rapture was something other than pre-tribulation after the presentation.

The participant who changed his viewpoint indicated that the presentation was
3¢ Udy@Opener * 2QH RI WKH SDUWLFLSD Q wettridBaRorPvizw Q WD L Q H C
indicated that although he was not ready to abandon his stance, the presentation
3 JDYH PH VRPHWKLQJ WR WKLQN DERXW °

Several participants who maintained a non-pre-tribulation rapture perspective
indicated they had shifted away from a pre-tribulation perspective over the years.
Additionally, several who held a pre-tribulation perspective indicated in the
post-presentation interview that they had noted a shift away from the pre-tribulation

viewpoint in recent years among other Church members.
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Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 2:

Pre-PQ 2 Post-PQ 2
1RW LQFOXGLQJ &KUL\ 1RW LQFOXGLQJ &KULV
that he will set up after He that he will set up after He defeats
defeats all adversaries, how all adversaries, how many world
many world governance systems governance systems come into
come into being during the final being during the final seven years
seven years of the present age of the present age (the period prior
(the period prior to the to the millennium)?
millennium)?
a) One a) One
b) Two b) Two
c) Three c) Three
d) Unsure d) Unsure

These questions related to Objective 1 and helped determine a
pre-presentation understanding of whether Mystery Babylon was the initial standalone
kingdom during the last seven years of the age and any variations in belief post-
presentation. The presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as
PowerPoint and handouts on the most prevalent views.

This question also contributed to Objectives 2 and 5 in that it helped determine
receptiveness to novel end-time perspectives and whether the Church, as represented

by its leaders, was DZDUH RI LPSRUWDQW FRQVLGHUDWLRQV SULRL
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Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (7); b (0); c (0); d (4); no response (1).
X Post-PQ Responses: a (4); b (8); ¢ (0); d (0); no response (0).

Participant Responses/Observation: It was significant that the pre-

presentation questionnaire responses indicated that most participants were very
unsure of whether Mystery Babylon was allegorical or a real kingdom. Of those who
maintained one kingdom representation, three changed their perspectives post-
presentation. The one participant who did not answer pre-presentation indicated that
he believed that the answer of two kingdoms was correct post-presentation. The lack
of certainty by five of the participants pointed positively to those leaders being
receptive to altering beliefs after the confrontation with new and plausible theories.
Several participants indicated in the post-presentation interview that they were
largely unaware of Mystery Babylon's existence apart from its allegorical concept. One
Rl WKHVH zZzDV D SDVWRU ZKR LQGLFDWHG WIQ SNUKDAM Q MHD W
ZDV GRLQJ D ORW RI UHVHDUFK L Gia&d W waotildvo¥ BEdingltheN = 2QH
information presented in a preaching service or set of sermons.
A significant finding was that pre-presentation, most church leaders, seven,
held that only one world governance system would exist during the final seven years
prior to the end of the age. Post presentation, the majority had changed their beliefs
from either a one-world governance system or being unsure to the belief that two
separate world governance systems would exist during that time period. In

post-presentation interviews, it was confirmed by this writer that the presentation had
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convinced eight of the participants that Mystery Babylon was, in fact, a separate
kingdom that would come into being prior to the Antichrist system.

Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 3:

Pre-PQ 3 Post-PQ 3
KR RU ZKDW LV 30\VW KR RU ZKDW LV 30\VWH
%DE\ORQ ™™ O\WWHU\ %I %DE\ORQ ™" O\WVWHU\ %D
(Circle as many as appropriate) (Circle as many as appropriate)
a) A real city a) A real city
b) A Kingdom b) A Kingdom
c) A political system c) A political system
d) A religious system d) A religious system
e) An allegory e) An allegory
f) Something else: f) Something else:
Explain: Explain:

These questions related to Objective 1 were given to determine a pre-
presentation stance concerning characteristics of Mystery Babylon during the last
seven years of the age and any variations in belief post-presentation. This question
also supported Obijectives 2 and 5 as they helped determine the receptivity of church
leaders concerning novel end-time perspectives and whether the Church,
as represented by its leaders, was aware of important considerations prior to Jesus
Second Coming. The presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as

PowerPoint and handouts on the most prevalent views.
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Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (3); b (3); ¢ (7); d (8); e (2); f (1); no response (0).
X Post-PQ Responses: a (10); b (6); ¢ (7); d (7); e (2); f (0); no response (0).

Participant Responses/Observation: __ Very significant pre- versus

post-presentation changes RFFXUUHG UHODWLQJ WR FKXUFK OHDGHU\
Mystery Babylon being a real city and a real kingdom during the final seven years of
the age. Only two saw Mystery Babylon as a real city initially, but after the
presentation and interview process, ten saw it as a real city. Similarly, only three saw
Mystery Babylon as a real kingdom pre-presentation; however, six saw it as a real
kingdom post-presentation. The findings suggested that participants were receptive to
change after the presentation of alternative end-time concepts.
This writer noted that those who had a pre-presentation view of Mystery
Babylon being a city and kingdom were the same individuals. One held Rome as the
capital city, and one held Jerusalem as the capital city. These individuals did not

change their position post-presentation.
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Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 4:

Pre-PQ 4

Will there be an end-time location

Rl WKH 3JUHDW FLW\" |
Mystery Babylon? If so, where

will it be located?

a) Will not be a real city, allegorical
b) Rome

c) New York City / U.S.A.

d) Jerusalem

e) Mecca

f) Babylon, Iraq

g) Other:

These questions supported Objectives 1,2 DQG

Post-PQ 4

Will there be an end-time location
Rl WKH 3JUHDW FLW\’
Mystery Babylon? If so, where will
it be located?

N

a) Will not be a real city, allegorical
b) Rome

c) New York City / U.S.A.

d) Jerusalem

e) Mecca

f) Babylon, Iraq

g) Neom (Now being introduced)

DQG SURYLGHG SDUW

pre-presentation views on whether Mystery Babylon was a literal city during the last

seven years of the age, and if so, its location and any changes in belief

post-presentation. This question contributed to the determination that church leaders

were receptive to novel end-time perspectives and contributed to the thought that the

Church was not aware and/or not united concerning important considerations prior to

WKH /RUGTV UHWXUQ

Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (2); b (4); ¢ (1); d (1); e (0); f (2); g (2); no response (1).

X Post-PQ Responses: a (1); b (0); c (1); d (0); e (1); f (4); g (6); no response (1).
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Participant Responses/Observation:  The most significant observation was

that the sample group shifted from none choosing Neom, Saudi Arabia, as the capital
city of Mystery Babylon, to six choosing Neom as the capital city. In fact, the one
participant who did not give a response pre- or post-presentation confided in a post-
presentation interview that although he was confused, Neom seemed like a likely
candidate for Mystery Babylon. Also significant was the total number of church leaders
who, post-presentation, chose either Neom (g; 6) or Babylon, Iraq (f; 4) as the location
of Mystery Babylon. This indicated an Islamic connection with the location of the
harlot, as opposed to other options.

Further, several of the participants who did not change their positions to Neom
from another position appreciated the information provided to them about Neom. One
of these individual V V D L G questioHnairesreally GLGQW DOORZ theH WR H[SU
movement in my thinking that occurred as | tried to resolve the Mystery Babylon
location problem. (Y HQ W KR X J khangz o [prig\pesentation] position, the

presentation really made me think and reconsider my positonon WKH VXEMHFW ~
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Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 5:

Pre-PQ 5 Post-PQ 5
When does the rapture of the When does the rapture of the
Church occur? Church occur?
a) Pre-tribulation a) Pre-tribulation
b) Mid-tribulation b) Mid-tribulation
c) Pre-wrath c) Pre-wrath
d) Post-tribulation d) Post-tribulation
f) More than once. f) More than once just prior to and
Explain: before the end of the tribulation
period.

These questions related to Objective 3 and helped determine pre- versus post-
presentation rapture beliefs and timing. The presentation provided discussion and
visual aids such as PowerPoint and handouts on the most prevalent rapture views.

Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (7); b (0); c (2); d (1); e (1); f (0); no response (1).
X Post-PQ Responses: a (4); b (0); c (5); d (0); e (1); f (0); no response (1).

Participant Responses/Observation: __ Like the responses in Pre-PQ1 and

Pre-PQ2, a migration from the pre-tribulation viewpoint occurred post-presentation.
This writer noted that four church leaders who maintained the pre-tribulation stance
identified denominationally as Baptist or Independent Baptist. He also noted that two
church leaders identified as holding a post-tribulation view pre-presentation and that

both indicated a post-presentation pre-wrath viewpoint.
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Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 6:

Pre-PQ 6 Post-PQ 6
What is the meaning of the Seven What is the meaning of the Seven
Churches passage found in Churches passage found in
Revelation Chapters 2 and 3? Revelation Chapters 2 and 3?
(Circle as many as apply) (Circle as many as apply)
a) Historic a) Historic
b) Church Age b) Church Age
c) Good Advice c) Good Advice
d) Prophetic d) Prophetic

These questions VXSSRUWHG 2EMHFWLYH DQG DVVLVWHG LQ
receptivity to novel theories and examining existing perspectives considering the
alternative theories presented. The presentation provided discussion and visual aids
such as PowerPoint handouts.
This question also contributed to Objective 5 and whether the Church, as
represented by its leaders, was aware of important considerations and end-time
theories.

Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (8); b (5); ¢ (6); d (8); no response (0).

x Post-PQ Responses: a (6); b (5); ¢ (6); d (8); no response (0).
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Participant Responses/Observation: _ Participants were introduced to a novel

theory of interpretation concerning the seven church letters found in Chapters 2 and 3
of the Book of Revelation. No significant trends were observed in the before and after
presentation responses. Several of the respondents found the presentation
interesting, but they needed more information before they could make any decisions.
This writer QRWHG WKDW WKH LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKH 36HTX
letters to the seven churches was a new theory that likely would require more than a
short presentation to change long-held interpretations of these letters. Several
participants noted that without additional background information and a better
understanding of the hermeneutics applied, they could not form a basis for modifying
their beliefs.

Responses from several participants also included an appreciation that this
writer approached rapture timing viewpoints that differed from those presented with
respect. One such particLS D QW V D L Gyo# [tHisv@riter] WekeDhiviest and treated
the subject with respect. That made it easier for me to consider >WKH VWXG\TV @

YLHZSRLQW °
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Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 7:

Pre-PQ 7

Who or what is the First White
Horse and Rider as represented
in Revelation 6:1- 27?

a) Jesus Christ
b) The Antichrist

c¢) United Nations/New World Order
governance system

d) Other:

TKHVH TXHVWLRQV IXOILOOHG HOHPHQWYV RI

Post-PQ 7

Who or what is the First White
Horse and Rider as represented in
Revelation 6:1- 2?

a) Jesus Christ
b) The Antichrist

¢) United Nations/New World Order
governance system

d) Other:

pre-presentation viewpoints of the identity of the First White Horse and Rider as

represented in Revelation 6:1-2 and any changes in belief post-presentation. The

presentation presented the novel theory that spiritual forces guiding the United

Nations, global entities, and elite persons could potentially be manifested by the White

Horse and Rider. These questions also contributed to Objective 2 and helped to

determine whether participants would be receptive to re-examining their end-time

perspectives after the presentation of novel alternative theories.

Finally, Objective 5 was supported by the indication that participants were not

aware of theories that could prove important to end-time considerations. The

presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as PowerPoint and handouts

on the widely held views concerning Revelation 6:1-2.
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Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (3); b (8); ¢ (1); d (0); no response (0).
x Post-PQ Responses: a (0); b (5); ¢ (4); d (3); no response (0).

Participant Responses/Observation: _ This writer introduced the participants to

a novel theory of interpretation that, in most cases, confronted their traditional
understanding of the first seal Rider on the White Horse found in Revelation 6:1-2.
Significantly, all participants had abandoned their belief that the White Horse and
Rider represented Jesus Christ. Also significant was that three individuals who chose
the Antichrist as the candidate pre-presentation chose the United Nations/New World
Order as the White Horse and Rider post-presentation. This pointed to the idea that
these church leaders were not married to their ideas when faced with more feasible
theories based on current events intersecting with the new theories.
The presentation had three church leaders adopt the presented viewpoint,
which supported the idea that the presentation was persuasive in this area. During the
post-presentation interviews, several of the participants confirmed that the
presentation was effective in this area.
Several leaders indicated that the picture of the United Nations fmblem with
stephanos wreath around the globe was an effective word picture of the United
NationsfGHVLUH WR FRQTXHU WKH ZRUOG XQGHU WKH JXLVH R
KDUG WR XQVHH WKDW SLFWXUH RQFH \RX VHH LW ~ 6HYHU|
tie-ins with the United Nations fPact for the Future being connected with a treaty such
as referenced in Daniel 9:27. 3$QG KH VKDOO FRQILUP WKH FRYHQDQW

week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to
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cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until
WKH FRQVXPPDWLRQ DQG WKDW GHWHUPLQHG VKDOO EH S
(Dan 9:27).

Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 8:

Pre-PQ 8 Post-PQ 8
:KDW LV WKH 3*UHD®QGE :KDW LV WKH 3*UHD®@G5H
how does it relate to end-time how does it relate to end-time
prophecy? prophecy?
Brief Explanation: Brief Explanation:

These questions were given in furtherance of Objective 1, namely, to determine
church leaders familiarity with the concepts of "Great Reset" and variations in belief, if
any, post-presentation. The presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as
PowerPoint and handouts on the Great Reset.

This question contributed to the determination of Objectives 2 and 4 related to
the receptivity of emerging end-time perspectives and whether the Church, as
represented by its leaders, was aware of important considerations as end-time events

approached.
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The determination of objective 5 was also clearly supported in this study § V
findings that ten of the twelve leaders were unfamiliar with the term or concept of the
Great Reset, yet the focus of that process was to potentially create the one-world
government prophesied in the Bible.

Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (6) response provided; b (6) no response provided; the
written responses were reported hereafter by this writer.

X Post-PQ Responses: a (9) response provided; b (3) no response provided; the
written responses were reported hereafter by this writer.

x Pre-PQ Responses: Nearly all participants were unfamiliar with the concept of
the Great Reset. Nine of the twelve participants LQGLFDWHG HLWKHU 1R U
or a variation thereof. Of the three explanation responses received, one
SDUWLFLSDQW LQGLFDWHER M Gretat ReVivel L'anotiverUHIHU WR
responded 3, W DSSHDUV WKLV PLJKW EH WKH EHJLQQLQJ R
third responded, Use of things like climate change to promote One-World
*RYHUQPHQW

X Post-PQ Responses: Post-presentation, nine of the participants responded with
an understanding that the Great Reset was related to the formation of a one-
world government by globalists. Only three of the participants did not respond
to the question. The post-presentation responses, as compared to the pre-
presentation, indicated a remarkable change in understanding and an increase

in familiarity with the concept of the Great Reset.
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Participant Responses/Observation: __ In the pre-presentation, only two church

leaders had some knowledge of the Great Reset. The Great Reset, otherwise known

as the Fourth Industrial Revolution, has been understood as a change from a system

of national sovereignty to a one-world government system controlled by non-elected

stakeholder corporations and elites. Prior to the presentation, virtually none of the

participants had considered the far-reaching implications the Great Reset could have

on the development of a one-world government system. Most of the church leaders

had been unaware of the mechanism of change proposed by the Great Reset that

could bring to pass the one-world government system prophesied in the last-days.
Post-presentation, nearly all the participants indicated that they were now

considering, to one degree or another, the implications of the Great Reset and what

impact it might have on biblical prophecy. One participant indicated, 3, VKRXOG KDYH

seen the implications, # ZDV ULJKW LQ |URA@dthdR paritigantiated,

SXQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKH *UHDW 5HVHW -WorldowsrRniet ZLOO KHO

helped me to fine-tune my understanding of how a one-world government will come

D E R XNWe of the ten participants interviewed post-presentation indicated that they

had connected the Great Reset or those promoting it, such as Klaus Schwab, the

founder of the World Economic Forum, with end-time parallels. Several participants

indicated that the information concerning the Great Reset and its implications to

prophesied end-time events were some of the most important things learned from the

presentation.
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Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 9:

Pre-PQ 9 Post-PQ 9
When the first seal is opened in When the first seal is opened in
Revelation 6:1-2, does that begin Revelation 6:1-2, does that begin
the final seven years prior to the the final seven years prior to the
end of the age? end of the age?
a) Yes a) Yes
b) No b) No
c) Unsure c) Unsure

These questions were related to Objective 3 and were associated with the
SDUWLFLSDQWVY VW D QpresentRion Versus past-fresendatdl H
Objective 2 was also buttressed in that this writer gained understanding concerning
whether the participants would be receptive to re-examining their end-time
perspectives after hearing of novel alternative theories.

The presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as PowerPoint and
handouts on the views represented.

Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (6); b (2); c (3); no response (1).

X Post-PQ Responses: a (6); b (0); ¢ (5); no response (1).
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Participant Responses/Observation: A shift post-presentation occurred in

WZR RI WKH O H D G,hvhigh feldtedtd tBdRdo@riiéncement of the final seven
years of the age. These leaders were receptive to the possibility that the White Horse
and Rider appearance found in Revelation 6:1-2 could commence the final seven
years.

Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 10:

Pre-PQ 10 Post-PQ 10

Are there any signs that indicate Are there any signs that indicate
the first seal has been opened? the first seal has been opened?
(Circle as many as app ly) (Circle as many as apply)
a) Yes, the rapture of Christians a) Yes, the rapture of Christians
b) Yes, the signing of a peace b) Yes, the signing of a peace treaty
treaty
c) Yes, the commencement of c) Yes, the commencement of events
HYHQWY NQRZQ DV 3W| NQRZQ DV SWKH EHJLQQC
sorrows,” DV LV UHIHUHQ as is referenced in Matthew 24
Matthew 24

d) Other:
d) Other:

(e) No
(e) No

These questions related to Objective 3 and helpedto GHWHUPLQH SDUWLFLS
pre-presentation view on the timing of the rapture and interpretative approaches to the
Book of Revelation and any variations in belief post-presentation. The presentation
provided discussion and visual aids such as PowerPoint and handouts on the theories

presented.
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Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (1); b (5); ¢ (6); d (0); e (1); no response (0).
x Post-PQ Responses: a (2); b (7); ¢ (2); d (1); e (0); no response (1).

Participant Responses/Observation: _ The participants fesponses remained

fairly consistent pre-presentation and post-presentation, with the exception that

several of the participants abandoned their pre-presentation EHOLHI WKDW 3WKH
FRPPHQFHPHQW RI WKH EHJLQQLQJ Rl VRUURZV  QRXOG LQ!
The presentation strengthened the belief among the leaders that a peace treaty could

be the trigger to the commencement of the final seven years of the age.

Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 11:

Pre-PQ 11 Post-PQ 11
After tribulation begins, does the After tribulation begins, does the
Lord return prior to Revelation 19 Lord return prior to Revelation 19
when he returns with all his Holy when he returns with all his Holy
ones? ones?
a) Yes a) Yes
b) No b) No
c) Unsure c) Unsure

These questions were not discussed during the presentation due to time
constraints and were only discussed in post-presentation interviews. The purpose of

the question was to determine if exposure to new perspectives would impact their
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priorities in teaching about end-times prophecy. However, since this subject was not
reviewed with any specificity, findings were not provided in this study 9 késults.

Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 12:

Pre-PQ 12 Post-PQ 12
What does the blood on the :KDW GRHV WKH EORRG
/IRUGYYVY JDUPHQWV DV garments, as found in Revelation
Revelation 19:3, represent? 19:3, represent?
(Circle as many as apply) (Circle as many as apply)
D 6\PEROLF RI -HVXV] D 6\PEROLF RI -HVXVY
Cross Cross
b) Symbolic of the blood of the b) Symbolic of the blood of the
followers of Jesus followers of Jesus
F 6\PEROLF RI WKH EC F 6\PEROLF RI WKH EO
enemies enemies
G 7KH DFWXDO EORRC G 7KH DFWXDO EORRG
enemies enemies

These questions were not discussed during the presentation due to time
constraints and were only discussed in post-presentation interviews. The purpose of
the question was to determine if exposure to new perspectives would impact their
priorities in teaching about end-times prophecy. However, since this subject was not

reviewed with any specificity, findings were not provided in this study { késults.

167



Pre- and Post-Presentation Question 13:

Pre-PQ 13 Post-PQ 13
Could anyone predict the time of Could anyone predict the time of
-HVXVY UHWXUQ DV UH -HVXVY UHWXUQ DV UHI
Revelation 197 Revelation 197
a) No (Matthew 24:36) a) No (Matthew 24:36)
b) Not precisely, however, we b) Not precisely, however, we should
VKRXOG NQRZ 3WKH VH NQRZ *WKH VHBsg&toRians
(1 Thessalonians 5:4) 5:4)
) Yes, after the first seal is broken ) Yes, after the first seal is broken
d) Yes, after the abomination of d) Yes, after the abomination of
desolation occurs at the midpoint of desolation occurs at the midpoint of
the tribulation the tribulation

These questions support Objectives 2 and 5. The church leaders resisted
abandonment of the dominant view concerning Mathew 24:36, namely, the position
holding that believers will not be able to discern the end-time timing of prophetic
events such as the return of the Lord. This resistance signaled that these leaders
would expectto EH XQDZDUH RI WKH WLPLQJ RI WKH /ROUGYTV UHW X
re-examine these end-time perspectives even when presented with evidence

supporting alternative theories.
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The presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as PowerPoint and
handouts on the most prevalent views, giving an alternate and novel view to Matthew
24:36, which was only accepted by several participants.

Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (6); b (5); ¢ (0); d (1); no response (0).
x Post-PQ Responses: a (3); b (4); c (1); d (3); no response (1).

Participant Responses/Observation:  The presentation positively made

significant changes in several of the participants fbeliefs related to believing that
Jesus ffeturn could be predicted at some point prior to His return. Three participants
FKDQJHG WKHLU YLHZSRLQWLWRRVKIFR TYXMROI4HNDWLRQ EHLC
understanding would occur either after the first seal was broken or upon the
occurrence of the abomination that caused desolation. During pre-presentation, only
one church leader believed that the return of Jesus could be known prior to His
coming, and only four leaders believed this post-presentation.
Additionally, at post-presentation several respondents indicated that they
appreciated the presentation because they now considered possible the view that
JesusfZRUGV SWKDW QR RQH FRXOG NQRZ WKH GD\ RU WKH KF

disciples § D E L OrdérstadRnd not necessarily the last generation of believers.
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Pre-presentation Question 14:

Pre-PQ 14

From which geographical area will the Antichrist
and his end-time kingdom emanate?

a) Rome

b) Middle Eastern / Islamic
c) Israel

d) America

e) Other:

f) Unsure

7KLV TXHVWLRQ KHOSHG GHWHUPLQH ZKHWKHU SDUWLF
5RPDQ (PSLUH" RU D 35HYLYHG 2WWRPDQ RU ,VODPLF (PSLU
Antichrist empire that would exist during the Great Tribulation. The presentation only
discussed the subject matter indirectly. The question was intended to gather data on
participants' general end-time beliefs.

Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (4); b (3); ¢ (1); d (0); e (1); f (3); no response (0).

Participant Responses/Observation: _ The responses indicated no clear

consensus among the church leaders regarding from where the Antichrist will
emanate, with 4 indicating Rome, 3 indicating Islam, 1 indicating Israel and 4 unsure.
Only 1 participant believed that 32 W Kwbuld be the location of the end-time empire

but did not provide the name of the country or region.
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Pre-presentation Question 15:

Pre-PQ 15

In which country is Neom located?

a) Israel

b) Turkey

c) ltaly

d) Jordan

e) Saudi Arabia

f) Never heard of Neom

g) Unsure

This question assisted in determination ofthe FKXUFK OHDGHUVY IDPLOLD
concepts related to Mystery Babylon in furtherance of Objective 1 of this study.
Leaders were found to be unfamiliar with current events that carried potential
significance to biblical prophecy, such as the location or even existence of Neom in
Saudi Arabia.
The question also contributed to the findings relating to Objective 5, namely
whetherthe CKXUFK ZRXOG EH PHWDSKRULFDOO\ DVOHHS SULRU
Neom would have end-time significance as Mystery Babylon was not the issue of
primary concern. Instead, the issue of whether the Church would be metaphorically

DVOHHS SULRU Wim waKfdrtiid? sLGgfstedlihlthat church leaders and,
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subsequently, the Church were not even aware of the existence of Neom. It has been

argued by this writer that Neom, which is at least relevant to the conversation relating

to end-time events VKRXOG EH 3RQ WKH UDGDU VFUHENQrchlRU WKH
The indicated lack of awareness of the existence and biblical geography of

Neom by these leaders pointed to a feasible lack of awareness concerning other

current events with the potential of equal or greater prophetic importance.
The presentation provided discussion and visual aids such as PowerPoint and

handouts on the theories and concepts presented.

Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (0); b (1); ¢ (0); d (0); e (0); f (6); g (4); no response (1).

Participant Responses/Observation: None of the church leaders knew where

Neom in Saudi Arabia was located pre-presentation. Six of the church leaders
indicated that they had never heard of Neom. This was significant as Neom was
currently a serious consideration for an end-times locations of Mystery Babylon.
IHRPYV ORFDWLRQ L Ghete@ majdr@dktionGvRsRo hé constructed on the
mountain range that many biblical scholars believe is the true Mount Sinai, was
SODQQHG WR EH WKH ZR ddn@lgtat Iy DABO. HIROM wWak expetted &
be an important city related to biblical geography of prophetic significance. However,
these church leaders did not have even a general understanding of Neom, even

though it has often been in the news.
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Pre-presentation Question 16:

Pre-PQ 16

How many times per month do you present,
deliver, or teach a biblical message to a group of
people?

a) Less than 4
b) Between 4 and 8
c) More than 8

d) , G Rt€afMWbr preach on a regular basis at the
current time

This question provided a pre-presentation assessment of the frequency at
which participants delivered biblical messages to groups and individuals. This
guestion supported Objective 4 of this study, namely, to first determine how often
biblical messages were being delivered so that a determination could be made as to
the number of these messages that were end-times related.

Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (4); b (4); ¢ (2); d (2); no response (0).
The question determined that most of these church leaders were somewhat to
very active in regularly preaching and teaching biblical messages and sermons to
individuals each month. Those in the majority indicated they preached or taught

biblical messages at least once a month; four indicated their activity to be between
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four and eight times each month, and two stated their level was more than eight times
monthly. Only two participants indicated that they did not teach or preach on a regular
basis.

Pre-presentation Question 17:

Pre-PQ 17

What was the approximate percentage of biblical
messages that you delivered or taught to a group
as referenced in Question 16, that were primarily

or substantially related to prophetic or end-times
issues?

a) Less than 5%

b) Between 5% to 10%

c) Between 10% and 25%
d) Between 25% and 50%

e) More than 50%

Reason for the Question: _ This question further defined Objective 4 by

determining how often end-time messages were taught or preached by these church
leaders. The question focused on aptitude and the apparent significance of prophetic
or end-time theology as it related to their ministry.

Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (5); b (2); ¢ (1); d (3); e (1); no response (0).

174



Participant Responses/Observation: _ This study determined that most

participant church leaders preached or taught end-times messages at least once but
some more than eight times monthly. Only two did not teach or preach on a regular
basis. Of these leaders, it was determined that 60% of these individuals preached,
taught, or delivered a message on a prophetic or end-time subject 10% of the time; for
40% of these leaders, end-time or prophetic messages accounted for less than 5% of
their total.

Most church leaders revealed through their presentation results that prophetic
eschatology was not a high priority in their ministry. Interestingly, every participant
interviewed post-presentation indicated that going forward, they would concentrate a
greater percentage of their teaching and preaching ministry on end-time prophecy.
Several participants indicated in post-presentation interviews that they had already
shared information from the presentation with their congregations. Several other
participants indicated that they had a renewed interest in the subject matters
presented and in end-time matters in particular. They said they had been revitalized

through the presentation process.
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Pre-presentation Question 18:

Pre-PQ 18

During the last two years, what percentage of the
biblical messages that you delivered were
primarily or substantially related to the timing of
the rapture of the Church and/or timing of the
tribulation and/or the timing of the return of the
Lord?

a) Less than 5%

b) Between 5% to 10%

c) Between 10% and 25%
d) Between 25% and 50%

e) More than 50%

This question was given to assess the impact that the concepts and theories

explored in the presentation would have on the teaching, preaching, and delivery

priorities among the participants. Objective 4 is supported by this inquiry, and a

baseline understanding of pre-presentation inclinations toward teaching and sharing

end-time concepts can be obtained. After the presentation, the participants were

interviewed, and their inclinations and intentions were surveyed. This question also

contributed to a better understanding of Objective 5, namely, whether the Church was

metaphorically asleep due to the revealed lack of urgency among church leaders

concerning these subject matters.
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Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (6); b (2); ¢ (2); d (0) e (2); no response (0).

Participant Responses/Observation: A summary of the pre-presentation

guestionnaires indicated that half of the participants (6) said less than 5% of their
teaching, preaching, and delivery of biblical messages related to topics such as the
timing of the rapture, the commencement of final seven years of this age, or when the
return of Jesus would occur. The responses indicated that the leaders considered the
teaching or delivery of last-day timing issues to be of minimal importance. This study
revealed that the church leaders surveyed had not taught, preached, or delivered a
significant amount of end-time theory concerning these areas to those who relied on
their leadership.

Post-presentation interviews positively found that several of the participants
recognized a need for greater emphasis on preaching and teaching end-time concepts
in their individual ministries. One leader, who shared messages in church settings
between one and four times each month, indicated that going forward, he would place
a greater focus on the last-days' timing issues in his messages. +H VDLG 3:KHQ
people recognize that the last-days could be around the corner, | think that might
PDNH WKHP PRUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ DFFHSWLQJ -HVXV DV W
who shared biblical messages between four and eight times each month, said, 3, DP
going to let my people know that this United Nations Pact for the Future was
something they needed to consider because it definitely seemed related to the treaty

LQ 'DQLHO
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Pre-presentation Question 19:

Pre-PQ 19

During the last four years, how many times have
you delivered a message or taught a group
concerning the character, nature, or location of
end-time Babylon, sometimes referred to as
Mystery Babylon?

a) More than 10 times
b) Between 5 to 10 times
C) Less than 5 times

d) None

This inquiry related to supporting Objectives 1, 4, and 5 and helped to
determine church O H D G H UarrkiarByfwWith the concept of Mystery Babylon, its
possible location in the end-times, and ministry priorities concerning the subject.

Quantitative Analysis:

x Pre-PQ Responses: a (0) b (1); ¢ (5); d (5); no response (1).

Participant Responses/Observation: _ The majority revealed that nearly all

leaders spent little if any time teaching or delivering messages relating to the concept

or location of Mystery Babylon over the last four years. Eleven of the leaders indicated
that either no or less than five messages on the subject matter were shared with those
they were responsible for. This inquiry supported the finding that the Church would be
likely unaware or metaphorically asleep to these end-time issues due to the abdication

Rl WKH OHDGHUVY W Hd #ekvie af meds&yBsFol th€sé subject matters.
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Pre-presentation Question 20:

Pre-PQ 20

In which country is Mt. Sinai located?

a) Israel

b) Egypt

c) Jordan

d) Saudi Arabia

e) Other:

This question was related to Objectives 2 and 5 and delved into the church
OHDGHUVY XQGHUVWD Q G L QtheRmeFgil hbkiQtheotie¥ tdareviihgd Q G
end-time concepts as they related to Biblical eschatology.

In the presentation, Mt Sinai was discussed as being prominent in end-time
chronology as it was related to the Second Coming of Jesus. During the presentation,
a novel view indicated the true location of Mt. Sinai was in Neom, Saudi Arabia,
versus the historically traditional location of Egypt. This inquiry
identified OHDGHUVY YLHZV RQ W K Hpr&-pésErifdtioR EndRss@sdéd 6 LQD L
whether leaders were receptive to the alteration of previously held views considering
credible information.

Quantitative Analysis:

X Pre-PQ Responses: a (2); b (4); ¢ (1); d (3); e (1); no response (1).
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Participant Responses/Observation:  The presentation provided information

that Saudi Arabia has been building a major ski resort complex, Trojena in Neom, on
the mountain range of Jebal-al-Lawz. The presentation indicated that some
contemporary scholars had theorized that this mountain range in Saudi Arabia was the
actual location of Mt. Sinai.
The responses to the pre-presentation question found that seven of the twelve
church leaders held views concerning the location of Mt. Sinai that aligned with either
historically traditional views of Mt. Sinai being in Egypt or contemporary views locating
Mt. Sinai in Saudi Arabia. Five of the participants either gave answers that did not
align with orthodox beliefs or deemed not to answer the question. Their responses
added to the understanding that many church leaders were unaware of, or not unified
in, the belief concerning essential information that related to end-times issues.
Several participants indicated in their post-presentation questionnaire
responses and interviews that the presentation had made them interested in the
subject matter as it had sparked their realization of not only being unaware of the
issue related to the existence of Neom in Saudi Arabia but that it had also highlighted
their lack of awareness regarding the Trojena ski resort being built on the mountain
range that some considered the location of Mt. Sinai. One participant said that,
concerning the location of Mt. Sinai being in Saudi Arabia SWKH SUHVHQWDWLRQ F
re-think P\ XQGHUVWDQGLQJ ~ $Q R SWKHHWH QD EENIL @@t SE@W WU Y LHZ

$UDELD ZRXOG EXLOG D VNL UHVRUW RQ OW 6LQDL EOHZ P
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2YHUDOO WKH ODFN RI D XQLILHG ELEOLFDO UHVSRQV
MountainofGod ~ DQG D PRXQWDLQ WKDW FR-KneGnpobanie¢eé VLIQLILF
solidified the finding of a lack of awareness by church leaders in this area.
Post-presentation Question 15:
Post-PQ 15: Which areas of the presentation were most important to you?
Please Explain.
This inquiry promoted Objectives 2 and 4, relating to whether participants
received or rejected the novel ideas presented in the presentation.
Overwhelmingly, participants indicated in both the post-presentation
guestionnaire responses and later interviews that they had appreciated the information
provided and had found it important. They would take it into consideration. Comments
in the post-presentation responses included: S WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ SURYLGHG I
ZDV IDVFLOQDWLQJ " DQG 3, GLGQTW NQRZ DERXW 1HRP EXW
Several other comments in post-presentation interviews added to the
conclusion that the leaders received the presentation well. One participant commented
about the United Nations playing a role in the formation of Mystery Babylon: 33 RVVLEOH
URDGPDS codd&er€fhw United Nations as the White Horse and Rider. |
IRXQG WKDW Y H Unfdergato i duh lthe BreéaDReset was especially
appreciated by several of the participants. One appreciative participant LQGLFDWHG 3
was very impressed by the research and presentation on the Great Reset. It helped
me put together thoughts that | had been working on. | have a much better picture of

ZKDW LV OLNHO\ JRLQJ RQ ~
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Post-presentation Questions 16 -A, B, C, D, and E:
Respond to the following questions relating to whether the presentation
changed your understanding or viewpoint on the following areas, and if
so, to what extent. Use the following sliding scale:
0 = no change to 10 = new understanding.

Explain if any new understanding.

Post-PQ 16-A: 7TKH ORFDWLRQ RI WKH 3*UHDW &LW\" NQRZQ L
Babylon. (Rate 0- 10)
This question was given to supply contrast to the pre-presentation baseline

stances of participants as related to any changed understanding regarding the location

of the last-days city of Babylon. This question helped determine Objective 2 and

whether participants would re-examine prior beliefs upon presentation of alternative

end-time theories.

Quantitative Analysis/Participant Responses/Observation: Using the

provided 0-10 sliding scale answer method, six of the participants indicated an

increase in understanding of six or more as it related to a new understanding of

Mystery Babylon. This would equate to an increase of 60% or more from their pre-

presentation understanding level. Two R1 WKH SDUWLFLSDQRVWY QR GKPQWH G
in beliefs post-presentation. The result promoted a finding that church leaders

generally appeared to be receptive to alternative theories that related to end-time

concepts if presented with credible information to support those theories.
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Overall, the church leaders were found to be receptive to considering
alternative views concerning the location of Mystery Babylon; however, some
participants were not at all open to altering their beliefs.

Post-PQ 16-B: 7TKH QDWXUH RI WKH 3*UHDW &LW\" NQRZQ DV

I.e., that it is not merely a capital city but rather a kingdom and/or network

of cities. (Rate 0-10)

This question related to Objective 1 and was given to determine any
post-presentation change concerning characteristics of Mystery Babylon being a
network of cities as compared with their pre-presentation beliefs. This question also
supported Objectives 2 and 5 as they helped determine the receptivity of church
leaders concerning novel end-time perspectives.

Quantitative Analysis/Participant Responses/Observation: Using the

provided 0-10 sliding scale answer method, six of the participants indicated an
increase in understanding of six or more as it related to a new understanding of
Mystery Babylon being a network of cities with a capital city. Again, this would equate
to an increase of 60% or more from their pre-presentation understanding level. This
finding indicated that church leaders were generally receptive to alternate end-time
theories when such theories were presented with credible arguments to support the

concepts.
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Post-PO 16-C: The character of Mystery Babylon (i.e., it was represented

by a one-world government system manifested by the global elite and

entities such as the United Nations). (Rate 0- 10)

Objective 1 was addressed by this query and was given to determine any
post-presentation change concerning character of Mystery Babylon being represented
by a one-world government system manifested by the global elite and entities such as
the United Nations. This question also addressed Objective 2 and 5 as they helped to
determine the receptivity of church leaders concerning novel end-time perspectives.

Quantitative Analysis/Participant Responses/Observation: Using the

provided 0-10 sliding scale answer method, five of the participants indicated an

increase in understanding of six or more as it related to a new understanding of the

character of Mystery Babylon. This would equate to an increase of 60% or more from

their pre-presentation understanding level. Post-presentation questionnaire responses

and interviews allowed rich insight concerning changed understanding by those

individuals, three RI ZKLFK L QG L,Fd® &/1d3% iDcrease, concerning new

understanding being provided by the presentation. These three individuals made
commentssuchas 3, W LV VRPH RI WKH P-BiveWifdriRa8ighU Ne\ie2 @war H Q G
KHDUG DQG , KDYH EHHQ VWXG\LQJ SURSKHF\ IRU \HDUV
presentation identifying Mystery Babylon as the United Nations fit perfectly, even

WKRXJK , KDG QHYHU FRQVLGHUHG LW EHIRUH ~ $QG WKH W
need to do some further research, but | think what | learned today will be used in a lot

RlI P\ XSFRPLQJ PHVVDJHYV ~
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Post-PQ 16-D: That the United Nations Pact for the Future could be the
Covenant with the Many of Daniel 9:27: (Rate 0-10)

This question resulted in a better understanding of whether participants would
be receptive to novel proposals concerning end-time concepts, such as the
FRPPHQFHPHQW R kth'ize€kiald @dicdted in Daniel 9:27. Objectives 2 and 5
were addressed by this question and helped to determine the position of church
leaders concerning whether the United Nations fPact for the Future could be the
3gRYHQDQW ZLWKDaMikII9:2GD Q\”

Quantitative Analysis/Participant Responses/Observation: Using the

provided 0-10 sliding scale answer method, six of the participants indicated an
increase in understanding of six or more as it related to a new understanding that the
8QLWHG 1DWLRQV 3DFW IRU WKH )XWXUH FRXa@né&H WKH 3&
9:27. This would equate to an increase of 60% or more from their pre-presentation
understanding level. The responses to the questionnaire seemed somewhat
incongruent when reviewed with responses given in post-presentation interviews.
The main determination that was uncovered in post-presentation interviews
was that none of the ten participants who were interviewed relating to this question
indicated a pre-presentation knowledge of the United Nations proposed Pact for the
Future. The post-presentation responses, which indicated whether a change of
understanding occurred, were clarified by the interviews, which in most cases
indicated that the question was written so that it was not clearly understood. After
consideration of the post-presentation interviews, the conclusion was that a lack of

awareness by most, if not all, of the participants existed pre-presentation.
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Positively, however, the post-presentation interviews had several participants
agree to the possibility of Pact for the Future being the covenant referenced in Daniel
9:27. Therefore, the conclusion was made that the participants were receptive to the
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ RI WKH 3DFW IRU WKH )XWXUH DV D SRVV]
Covent with the Many as found in Daniel 9:27.

Post-PQ 16-E: A changed opinion aboutthe  so-called 3*UHDW 5HVHW’

(Rate 0-10)

This question was given to determine issues related to Objectives 1 and 2 and
to determine whether the presentation changed or added new understanding
concerning the Great Reset.

Quantitative Analysis/Participant Responses/Observation: Using the

provided 0-10 sliding scale answer method, five of the participants indicated an

increase in understanding of five or more as it related to a new understanding as it

related to the concept of the so-called 3*UHD W 5Hhig Walld equate to an increase

of 50% or more from their pre-presentation understanding level. Two of the
SDUWLFLSDQWY LQGLFDWHG 3~ RU QR Ffvb padtidipsvtR ddW KHL U X
not answer the question. Much like the prior question, Post-PQ 22 (D), the post-

presentation responses were clarified by interviews, which in most cases indicated

that the question was written so that it was not clearly understood.
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The interviews determined that most, eight of the ten participants that were
interviewed post-presentation, had never heard of the Great Reset prior to the
presentation. Taken as a whole, the concept was unfamiliar to most participants
before the presentation. Nearly all the interviewed participants indicated a significant
change in understanding had occurred after the presentation.

Post-presentation Questions 17, 18 and 20:

Post- PQ17: What areas could the speaker improve?

Post- PQ18: What topicddyou PRVW GLVDJUHH ZLWK LQ WRGD\TV

presentation?

Post- PQ20: Please give any final thoughts that might assist this project

and the speaker.

These were open-ended questions requesting narrative responses and given to
determine the effectiveness of the presenter, the presentation format in general, and
areas of improvement that should be considered. The questions invited a critique of
the presenter, the format of the presentation process, and the novel concepts
introduced.

All participants indicated a generally positive view of the presenter, the
presentation, and the information presented. The participants were gracious in their
responses, and many indicated an appreciation for being involved in the project.
Several comments were made that related to the new theories, concepts, and facts
that had been introduced. These comments could be grouped generally as
participants indicating their unawareness of certain concepts and theories and

participants indicating an intention to further research certain concepts and theories.
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One area indicated by the participants that the study could be improved related
to the need to provide a greater hermeneutical and biblical foundation for the concepts
presented. The presenter considered the basis of the concerns to be valid ones,
considering the introduction of the novel concepts would require substantial
foundations, and in some cases, the laying of a good foundation had not been
possible due to time constraints.

The difficulty that the presenter and the presentation process faced was the
presentation of a variety of difficult, novel, and controversial concepts in a relatively
concise format. The presenter concurred that the brevity relative to the foundations
given was a weakness of the presentation process. The presenter attempted to lessen
the weakness using the post-presentation interviews to clarify the information
introduced and address the remaining unanswered questions of church leaders.

One participant indicated that a more extensive before and after
guestion-and-answer session would have helped participants to understand and to
clarify issues.

The concept that was most resisted by many of the participants was the ability
RI EHOLHYHUV WR 3NQRZ WKH GD\ RU WKH KRXU”™ RI WKH /R
PDLOQWDLQHG WKDW -HVXVY VWDWHPHQW LQ ODWWKHZ
Some considered it heretical to consider the alternative view and were not open to

reconsideration of their view.
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Post-presentation Question 19:

Post- PQ19: Which area(s) of the presentation has most changed your

mind or has caused you to research your current position?

Please explain.

This open-ended question requested a narrative response and supported
Objectives 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this study. The responses to this question ranged from
30\VWHU\ %DE\ORQ " WR W KR 3BIQI5¥Pabresidhgesrn@isated that
there was not enough room to respond to the question.

In post-presentation interviews, Mystery Babylon, its character, nature, and
location were areas that many participants indicated a changed understanding. The
United Nations as a potential candidate as Mystery Babylon was indicated as an
intriguing concept by many of the church leaders.

The Great Reset was mentioned by several participants as a concept that
needed to have greater insight since it seemed to be a relevant consideration that
could affect end-time biblical events. Additionally, several participants stated that the
reference to Pharmakeia (Rev 18:3) and the corresponding control by global elites
using pharmaceuticals was intriguing.

Many participants indicated that the prospect of Neom as the capital city of end-
time Babylon was a consideration that they would explore. Several church leaders
thought 1HRPYV JHRJUDSKLFDO IR ®WAhSieht Eovh Wag vielw UHODWH
interesting, as well as the location of what some believe was the true Mt. Sinai being

in Neom.
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All participants indicated that they were thankful for being invited to participate
in the project. Many requested electronic copies of the PowerPoint presentation for
use in their ministries, which this writer gladly accommodated. Without exception, the
information provided by this writer was indicated to have created an urgency in
researching, teaching, and preaching more concerning prophetic eschatology. One
participant, a seminary professor with over 50 years of ministry experience, described
the research providedas 3JURXQGEUHDNLQJ

Unexpected Findings

Several unanticipated insights were revealed through the presentation process
and the questionnaires and interviews utilized by this study.

This study found a surprising lack of awareness among many of the
SDUWLFLSDQWY FRQFHUQLQJ WKH FRQFHSW RI 37KH *UHDW
This lack of awareness existed despite its potential connection to end-time scenarios
and the establishment of a one-world government. It could be concluded that this lack
of awareness was problematic since, as leaders of the Church, their failure to connect
current global developments with biblical prophecy would negatively affect those who
relied on them.

The responses of the participants also demonstrated that they were open to
consideration of alternative locations of end-time Babylon, particularly the location of
Neom, Saudi Arabia. Although it was determined during the pre-presentation process
that most church leaders had chosen Rome and Jerusalem, it was found that many

church leaders had changed their views post-presentation. These individuals
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had apparently been swayed by the presentation § proposed argument of the location
of Neom, Saudi Arabia, as the potential location for the capital city or Mystery
Babylon. The receptivity to re-examine long-held assumptions based on new
information was a major objective of this study.

The presenter determined that prior to the presentation, most participants had
not considered the United Nations as a possible vehicle for establishing a global
governance system like Mystery Babylon or the Antichrist empire that would follow.

This study revealed that participants had become interested in studying the
connection relating to the United Nations as the fulfilment of the end-time prophecy
after the presentation of the information.

Another unexpected determination resulting from this study was that the
participants were about evenly divided as to those who maintained a pre-tribulation
rapture view and those who held a pre-wrath or post-tribulation rapture view. This
study also found, by way of the post-presentation interview process, that even some of
those participants who held pre-tribulation rapture views were more open to a
pre-wrath or post-tribulation rapture view after the presentation.

7KH UHVXOWY XQGHUVFRUHG WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI WKL
novel and emerging end-time perspectives to church leaders and promoting a critical
examination of end-time interpretations. By challenging existing paradigms and
introducing alternative interpretations, this study fostered deeper insights into
eschatological issues. This study also prompted the participants to consider the
possibility that contemporary events might be relevant to the fulfillment of Biblical

prophecies.
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Finally, although the presentation was well received, several participants
observed that an increased hermeneutical foundation, as well as a greater emphasis
on a biblical and theological review, would have been helpful in their understanding
and assimilation of the novel and challenging concepts. Several individuals also
indicated that a longer presentation with a question-and-answer component would
have assisted with comprehension of the presented theories and concepts.

In summary, the findings suggested that the presentation of the novel and
emerging end-time concepts in the format in which these concepts were presented
caused many church leaders to reconsider long-held beliefs. In turn, this
reconsideration helped these church leaders to develop new ideas and promoted
critical thinking concerning these theories and concepts.

This research underscored the value of healthy discourse, self-assessment,
and a willingness among church leaders to assess the strength of their long-held
theories and doctrines when confronted with emerging interpretations that were
supported Biblically and intersected with current events.

Summary

This chapter presented the findings of a research study focused on church
OHDGHUVY SHUVSHFWLY HahRItg Gredt Rdsad. \It &sb HEGEI@n
their views concerning the timing and place of end-time events. The
phenomenological approach utilized in this study included pre- and post-presentation
guestionnaires, as well as interviews and observatons DLPHG WR UHYHDO SDUW
existing knowledge, attitudes, and openness toward these concepts, as well as other

novel end-time theories.
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The sample used in this study included twelve Protestant, evangelical church
leaders with substantial ministerial experience and a level of theological education that
varied. This study centered on a three-hour presentation of novel and emerging
theories related to Mystery Babylon, the Great Reset, and the potential timing of the
tULEXODWLRQ DQG &KULVWYV UHWXUQ

The key findings included the following concerning the church leader
participants.

1) They exhibited limited pre- SUHVHQWDWLRQ NQRZOHGJH RI WKH
Neom, Saudi Arabia, as they would potentially relate to prophetic
eschatology, nor the theory which suggested the United Nations' potential
relation to Mystery Babylon.

2) Although generally being unfamiliar with Neom pre-presentation, most
participants expressed openness to exploring Neom, Saudi Arabia, as the
potential location of Mystery Babylon. They were also generally receptive to
learning more about the Great Reset and its potential role as a vehicle that
would promote an end-time world governance system.

3) Although generally being unaware of the concept pre-presentation, many
participants were receptive to examining the role the United Nations might
prophetically fulfill as Mystery Babylon and its being the first global system
of 'D Q L H QH[Week.

4) The entire participant group was unaware of the United Nations proposed
Pact for the Future. They were receptive to learning more about the Pact for

the Future and understanding its implications on prophetic eschatology.
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5) The concept that was most resisted by many of the participants was the
DELOLW\ RI EHOLHYHUV WR 3NQRZ WKH GD\ RU WKH K
6) Post-presentation, several participants transitioned from a pre-tribulation
rapture view to an alternative view, such as pre-wrath or post-tribulation.
7) This study revealed a need for church leaders to have an increased focus
on prophetic eschatology and to consider current events as they impact
prophetic concepts.
8) In most cases, church leaders were somewhat open to re-examination of
their views when confronted with novel theories and concepts. However,
some leaders were more resistant to change than others relative to some
topics.
The findings suggested a need for church leaders to be open to re-examining
their end-times views. This re-examination was suggested as necessary considering
-HVXVY 3IDUDEOH RI WKH 7HQ 9LUJLQV DQG FXUUH®W\HYHQ)
be near. This writer suggested as this VW XG\fV SUHPLVH WKDW -HVXVY SDI
the meaning that the entire Church would be metaphorically asleep at the time of His
UHWXUQ 7KLV VWXG\TV ILQGLQJYV KDYH FRQILUPHG WKLV Z
The next and final chapter reviews the purpose of this project, the topics
researched, the objectives of this project, the findings made based on the presentation

data obtained, and the implications of those findings.
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CHAPTER FIVE

Synthesis of the Research

Introduction
Restatement of the Problem

This study researched this ZULWHUYfV H[SUHVVHG FRQFHUQ UHJDU
leaders' potential lack of awareness and understanding of emerging theories and
current events related to end-times prophecy. This writer was particularly concerned
that church leaders should become more aware of concepts related to the prophesied
rising of Mystery Babylon and emerging theories attempting to determine end-time
chronology. This study also investigated this ZULWHUfV FRQFHUQ DV WR ZKHYV
would be found metaphorically "asleep" concerning these issues, as suggested by
Jesus in the Parable of the Ten Virgins.

Restatement of the Purpose of This Study

The purpose of this study was to determine church leaders' knowledge,
attitudes, and openness toward novel and emerging end-times theories. This was
DFFRPSOLVKHG E\ ILUVW DVVHVVLQJ WKHVH OHDGHUVY NQF
events and geopolitical circumstances that could impact those things prophesied to
occur in the last-days. The novel theories were then introduced to the church leaders,
and an evaluation was made concerning their receptivity and potential reconsideration

of their current views in light of the new information.
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This study also attempted to quantify the impact that exposure to these
alternate theories might have on church leaders' priorities and attitudes concerning
teaching and preaching about prophetic eschatology. This study hypothesized that if

FKXUFK OHDGHUV ZRXOG uyDZDNHQY RQFH FRQIURQWHG ZLW
would cause an urgency to share the information with those they lead, which would
result in the church being awakened as end-time events were set to occur.

Restatement of the Research Questions

This study sought to answer the following research questions:

1) What was the level of familiarity of these church leaders with concepts like
"Mystery Babylon" and the "Great Reset," as well as the identity and
location of end-times Babylon?

2) How receptive would these church leaders be to reconsider their end-times
perspectives after being introduced to novel, alternative theories?

3) What were these church leaders' perspectives on the timing of the rapture
and their interpretative approaches to the Book of Revelation?

4) How did exposure to novel, end-times perspectives impact these church
leaders' priorities in teaching about prophetic eschatology?

5) Did this study support Jesus' suggestion in the Parable of the Ten Virgins
that the Church might be metaphorically "asleep” or unaware of important,

end-times understandings as His return draws near?
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Restatement of the Methodology

This study utilized a mixed-method approach, which was primarily qualitative
and phenomenological. A three-hour presentation introduced the church leaders to
novel and emerging end-times theories. The sample group was comprised of twelve
Protestant, evangelical church leaders who possessed substantial ministerial
experience and varying levels of theological education. A robust data collection
process was employed, and participant information was gathered using pre- and post-
presentation questionnaires, pre- and post-presentation interviews, and researcher
observations. The findings were analyzed using both quantitative and qualitative
methods to determine the participants' theological knowledge, attitudes, and
receptivity to the presented concepts and theories.

Summary o f the Findings

Research Question 1: What was the level of familiarity of the church
leaders with such concepts as "Mystery Babylon" and the "Great Reset," as well
as the identity and location of end-times Babylon?

Key Findings: _This study determined that prior to the presentation conducted

by this writer, only a few of the participants were aware of or even understood the

FRQFHSW RI 3WKH *UHDW 5HVHW"™ RU WKH UROHY SODQQHG
establishment of a one-world government system. It was also found that most church

leaders had not previously realized that a potential connection existed between the

3*UHDW 5 H \ihé\ehd-thi@<sprophecy.
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Although familiar with the concept of Mystery Babylon, most of the church
leaders lacked clarity in their understanding of this concept, and collectively, their
views were not united. Furthermore, most respondents had never heard of Neom in
Saudi Arabia, so they had not considered it as a candidate for the location of
end-times Babylon. $QVZHUV OLVWHG R Qpré/itéseS@ihWLFLSDQWYV
guestionnaires indicated that few of them understood Mystery Babylon as both a city
and a kingdom. Most viewed Mystery Babylon solely as an allegorical concept or were
unsure of its nature.

Pre-presentation questionnaires also indicated that most participants held
traditional views concerning the potential location of the end-times Babylon, most
notably Rome or Jerusalem. However, after the presentation, many participants
shifted to the belief that Neom was, or at least could be, a candidate for Mystery
%DE\ORQYfV ORFDWLRQ

Significantly, the majority held that only one end-time governance would rule
come inexistence during the final seven years of the years and none of the
participants indicated a belief that two separate world governments would come into
being during that period.

Relationship to Presentation Ideas and Prophetic Eschatology: The

presentation proposed that Mystery Babylon should be understood as an entity and as
the first global empire that would come to exist during the last seven years of the age.
This entity and empire would be destroyed by the second and final global empire,
which was to have been led by the Antichrist with a ten-nation confederacy that was

under his control.
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Further, the Mystery Babylon empire was expected to be a kingdom comprised
of a network of cities, and it would have a capital city located potentially in Neom,
Saudi Arabia. The presentation also suggested that the Mystery Babylon empire
would have been commanded or directed by angelic forces from the unseen realm
(Eph 6:12), operated by banking cartels, elite families, and merchants, which would be
manifested by entities such as the United Nations. The Great Reset was proposed to
be one of the means through which this empire would be introduced. Spiritual
wickedness and pharmaceutical sorcery would be used to gain world control.

These concepts were framed in the context of prophetic eschatology and
modern geopolitics. Current realities were connected to the descriptions of Mystery
%DE\ORQ LQ 5SHYHODWLRQ &KDSWHUYV DQG $GGLWLRQD
location was in the footprint of the ancient biblical land of Edom. This location was
deemed significant, especially since many Bible scholars and laypersons have come
to believe that the original Mount Sinai was not located in Egypt, as has been
historically believed. These individuals have asserted that Mt. Sinai was actually
located in ancient Edom. This region of Saudi Arabia is presently designated as Tabuk
and planned for incorporation into the megalopolis of Neom.

A very significant finding was the shift in beliefs concerning there being two
world governance systems versus one that would come into being during the last
seven years of the age. The pre-presentation findings indicated that the majority of the

participants, seven, did not believe that two world governance systems would come
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into being during the final seven years. In fact, in the pre-presentation, none of the
participants indicated that more than a single world government system existed during
the final seven years of the age, with four of the participants indicating they were
unsure.

After the presentation, however, eight of the participants came to the belief that
two world governments would exist during the last seven years of the age. In post-
presentation interviews this writer confirmed that the change in beliefs by the eight
participants were based on the presentation convincing them Mystery Babylon would
be a real government system that would come before the Antichrist system that would
later destroy it.

The findings indicated that exposure to emerging theories and current events
impactingend-WLPH FRQFHSWYVY FRXOG JUHDWO\ LQIOXHQFH FKXL
end-time issues and could produce a desire for increased understanding. The
presentation was confirmed to have challenged the participants fpreviously held
beliefs. Pre- and post-presentation dialogues with the participants confirmed that
issues such as the Great Reset DQG 0O\VWHU\ %DE\ORQYYVY DVVRFLDWLRQ
governance organizations such as the United Nations and global elites held prophetic
implications.

Moreover, the findings indicated a need for church leaders to be more aware of
current events as they could intersect with prophetic eschatology. The participants
were unaware that the Great Reset and the United Nations had a potential role in

fulfilling prophecy. They also had a complete lack of knowledge of the super-city of
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Neom prior to the presentation. An increased awareness would be vital, as it would
prepare them and those they lead for the challenges, risks, and opportunities that
could lie ahead.

Research Question 2: How receptive were church leaders to reconsider
their end-times perspectives after being presented with the novel, alternative
theories, and related current events?

Key Findings: _This study revealed that these church leaders' openness to

engage and re-examine end-times perspectives varied, with some embracing the new
and emerging ideas and others resisting change. Post-presentation questionnaires
and interviews revealed that many experienced a shift in the understanding of key
concepts, including (1) the nature and location of Mystery Babylon, (2) the relation that
the United Nations might have with Mystery Babylon, (3) the significance of the Great
Reset, and (4) that Mystery Babylon would be a real governmental system that would
come into existence prior to the Antichrist system. As an example, one participant
said, "The presentation identifying Mystery Babylon as the United Nations fit perfectly,
HYHQ WKRXJK , KDG QHYHU FRQVLGHUHG LW EHIRUH
Several participants were fascinated to learn of Neom, Saudi Arabia, and its
potential to be the capital city of the end-time Babylon. These church leaders indicated
that the presentation was compelling, and it challenged their previously held
assumptions about the end-times Babylon. As one church leader said, "l didn't know

about Neom, but now | do." Another participant commented, "The information provided

201



about Neom was fascinating.” Yet another said, " The presentation opened my eyes
about Neom. | am a visual person; the PowerPoint slides were very helpful and helped
me see how Neom was in Edom."

This study also found that some church leaders were very resistant to
consideration of alternate views concerning their long-held beliefs that related to their
DELOLW\ WR NQRZ WKH WLPLQJ RI ~-HVXVY UHWXUQ )RU LQ\
idea, rolled his eyes, and laughed at the prospect of the introduction of the concept at
WKH SUHVHQWDWLRQ 2WKHUV TXHVWLRQHGHW KvediggR Q FH S W
been wrong in the past and, in doing so, had harmed the credibility of the Church.

Similar, but not as hardened, resistance came from several participants
concerning their belief in the pre-tribulation rapture theory. One of these church
OHDGHUY DJUHHG WR SDUWLFLSDWH VR ORQJ DV WKH SUHYV
>SKLP@ DQ\WKLQJ " RU 3W U.\VHY RaFHID@ta sttend ey @the L Q G
presentation presented that other alternative rapture theories existed. It was noted that
several of the post-presentation participants did change their beliefs. One participant
said post-presentation 3, DP VWLOO QRW V XU HraptdrB thing Bbt®dnH YH D EF
QRZ SUHWW\ VXUH LW GRHYQUBK RD®ILIIRQ EHURQONW WKH

Despite the resistance by some participants concerning some of the concepts
presented, most participants indicated the need to be open to emerging concepts and
current events that appearedtobe DFFHOHUDWLQJ DQG FRQYHUJLQJ 2Qt¢t
[current events fulfilling prophecy] is happening so fast; what | heard and saw today

convinced me | needed to fine-tune my end-time beliefs.
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Relationship to Presentation Ideas and Prophetic Eschatology: The

presentation introduced church leaders to novel and emerging ideas and
interpretations about prophetic eschatology, and for some, it challenged their existing
beliefs. The presentation helped many to understand a possible connection between
the United Nations and the prophesied Mystery Babylon. It provided participants with
information that allowed them to understand the Great Reset and other current events
in light of biblical prophecy.
The findings suggested that these church leaders could be prompted to re-
examine their end-time perspectives after being presented with well-reasoned,
scripturally supported alternative theories. This study found that most leaders were
receptive to considering the concepts presented, and some said they had already
incorporated these new insights into their teaching and preaching ministries. Many re-
evaluated their priorities concerning prophetic eschatology, and they expressed a
need to be more aware of current events that could impact end-time prophecy.
This study also highlighted the challenges that existed when church leaders
were encouraged to consider novel and emerging concepts that challenged deeply
held beliefs, such as the timing ofthe r DSWXUH DQG WKH LQWHUSUHWDWLR
statement in Matthew 24:36. Factors such as academic and theological background
could have influencedthe FKXUFK OHDGHUVY RSHQQHVYV WR QHZ LGHL

engage with alternative viewpoints and to consider their viewpoints.
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Research Question 3: What are church leaders' current perspectives on
the timing of the rapture and their interpretative approaches to the Book of
Revelation?

Key Findings: _This study confirmed that these church leaders held varied

views on the timing of the rapture prior to the presentation. A slight majority of the
participants had adopted a pre-tribulation rapture perspective, while the others held
either a mid-tribulation, pre-wrath, or post-tribulation rapture viewpoint. After the
presentation, several of the participants gravitated from a pre-tribulation rapture
viewpoint to a pre-wrath or post-tribulation perspective. Several of the participants who
had moved away from a pre-tribulation perspective indicated that the presentation
helped to change their rapture viewpoint.

One participant who changed his YLHZ UHPDUNHG 37KH SUHVHQWDW
FKDQJH P\ PLQG ~ $QRWKHU SDUW LpFettSbDIQiov petdpetiFeD LQW DL Q
acknowledged that the presentation "gave me something to think about.” The pre-and
post-presentation assessments indicated that although a pre-tribulation viewpoint may
be held by a significant number of church leaders, a presentation of alternate views
and novel concepts as undertaken in this study promoted a re-examination of their
rapture timing beliefs.

Relationship to Presentation Ideas and Prophetic Eschatology: The

presentation introduced a novel, LQWHUSUHWLYH DSSURDFK WR WKH 3/H
Churches “found in Chapters 2 and 3 of the Book of Revelation. The approach, known

DV WKH 36HTXHQWLDO 6HYHQ 6HDOV $SSURDFK”™ SURSRVHG
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foremost a comprehensive single letter, to the one, end-time Church as it went
through the seven seals detailed in the Book of Revelation; in addition to applying to
the seven first-century churches named in the text.
This study found that the participants needed more biblical and hermeneutical
foundations in order to fully evaluate this theory. However, they were open to
consideration of the theory as it provided the potential for a fresh perspective
concerning the biblical text, and it provided the potential to enrich their prophetic
understanding.
One participant remarked in a post-presentation interview that he found the
overlay of the letters to the seven churches, the seven seals, and Matthew Chapter 24
SLQWULIDXQ@XKH UHTXHVWHG PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ IURP WKL\
research the matter further.
Many participants engaged positively when introduced to the White Horse and
Rider Prophecy theory, which was related to Revelation 6:1-2. This theory, proposed
by Nelson Walters, was that the White Horse and Rider commenced the beginning of
the tribulation, and this rider was the global elites and their world governance systems.
Further, Walters proposed that these entities were directed by angelic forces, and this
rider and horse could be the prophesied Mystery Babylon.
Four participants indicated in their post-presentation questionnaire that the
ZKLWH KRUVH DQG ULGHU UHSUHVHQWHG WKH 38QLWHG 1D\
system,” ZKHUHDV QRQH RI WKH SDUWLFLSDQWY KDG WKDW X

presentation.
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The findings related to rapture timing and interpretative approaches introduced
at the presentation underscored that these church leaders were willing to engage with
alternative viewpoints and emerging ideas. The findings also indicated their
willingness to critically examine their own beliefs in these areas.

This study found that beliefs concerning rapture timing remained fluid. Several
of the participants indicated that they had shifted away from a pre-tribulation view to a
pre-wrath or post-tribulation view, which prior to the presentation had been held for
several years.

The study was not able to confirm two suppositions that were sought to be
determined, namely, 1) whether rapture timing belief could be equated to apathy
relative to end-time teaching and preaching priority in a church O H D Ghhinistfyy and
2) whether a church leaders | E H Owhéie é Antichrist would come from be
correlated with their belief of where Mystery Babylon should be located. In effect,
would a church leader who believed in a revived Ottoman Empire as the final Beast
Empire also locate Mystery Babylon in a Middle Eastern location.

Due to the small sample size and limited perspectives of each view, these
correlations could not be proven or denied.

Research Question 4: How does exposure to new, end-times perspectives
impact church leaders' priorities in teaching prophetic eschatology?

Key Findings: _This study revealed that the presentation of emerging,

end-times perspectives significantly influenced church leaders’ priorities for their
teaching and preaching ministries. Prior to the presentation, seven of twelve church

leaders said that they devoted less than 10% of their ministry time to prophetic
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teaching and preaching topics. Four of them said they spent less than 5% of their
time. This was despite approximately 27% of the Bible being prophetic in nature.?*’
Half of the participants admitted that they had not shared even one message on any
aspect of Mystery Babylon in the last four years. However, after being introduced to
emerging ideas and alternative interpretations of prophetic biblical passages, some
church leaders expressed a renewed sense of urgency and an increased commitment
to focus on prophetic eschatology in their future ministries.

One participant indicated that prior to the presentation he had devoted less
than 5% of ministry time to preaching and teaching end-time issues. He said, "l should
have seen the implications. It was right in front of my eyes." He now realized the
importance of teaching and preaching prophetic eschatology, which indicated the
effectiveness of the presentation.

Another church leader, who said he preached between four to eight times each
month, expressed his intention to incorporate the presentation's content into his
teaching. He added, "I think what | learned today will be used in a lot of my upcoming
messages." Several participants mentioned this commitment to sharing new insights
with congregations in interviews with this writer. The findings confirmed that the
presentation was effective in shifting priorities towards emphasizing prophetic
HVFKDWRORJ\ LQ W K futinifitistri€s.a MOr@iektey that these novel

ideas should be shared with as many church leaders as possible over the near future.

247 J. Barton Payne, Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy: The Complete Guide to Scriptural

Predictions and Their Fulfilment, AbeBooks, January 1, 1980, p.675.
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The findings expressed that exposure to novel perspectives prompted church
leaders to re-evaluate their own understanding of end-times prophecy and to engage
in further study. As one participant remarked, "The presentation made me realize that
| needed to 'get up to speed' on current events." This desire to stay informed about
current events and to deepen their knowledge of prophetic eschatology was shared by
several participants in post-presentation interviews conducted by this writer.

Relationship to Presentation Ideas and Prophetic Eschatology: The

presentation introduced participants to new ideas and concepts and presented
participants with alternative interpretations related to prophetic eschatology. The
United Nations' relationship to Mystery Babylon, the significance of the Great Reset,
and the encouragement to understand current events through a prophetic lens were
some of the issues presented to the participants. By challenging participants to
consider new perspectives, this study aimed to increase their existing priorities and
cause a greater ministry emphasis towards researching, teaching, and preaching
about end-times topics.

The findings established that church leaders would understand the importance
of researching, teaching, and preaching end-time concepts when these concepts were
convincingly presented and scripturally supported. The findings also evidenced that
once these leaders understood the importance and urgency of the concepts

presented, they would introduce those insights into their ministries.
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Prophetic biblical themes and novel interpretative theories, along with their
interplay with current events, resonated with many participants and caused them to
UHFRQVLGHU PLQLVWU\ SULRULWLHYVY 7KLV UHWBWIXVLQJ RI
cause these concepts and ideas to be shared by the church leaders with those they
taught and led.
This study revealed the potential that exposure to emerging theories and
concepts, especially those that would challenge prior beliefs, could stimulate personal
growth and study among church leaders and their followers. Many in the sample unit
expressed a desire to delve deeper into the research topics that were introduced.
Most of those interviewed expressed a need to stay informed of current events and to
sharpen their end-times theology. This renewed commitment to personal growth
should be reflected in increased growth and understanding of end-time issues and
timelines by followers whom the participants lead.
JLQDOO\ WKLV VWXG\YV ILQGLQJV XQGHUVFRUHG WKH
SDUWLFLSDQWVY WKHR O Rid:tire BsueQaBdHminsty PI@@EieQThiR |
allowed for engagement and the ability to challenge prior beliefs and introduce
alternative concepts that provoked interest and spiritual growth in the participants. The
findings supported the idea that this and similar studies could promote a renewed
sense of urgency among church leaders, prompting greater scholarship, preaching,

and teaching among the leaders and those they lead.
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Research Question 5: Does th is study support Jesus' suggestion in the
Parable of the Ten Virgins that the Church might be metaphorically "asleep” or
unaware of important end-times understandings as the Day of the Lord draws
near?

Key Findings: _The findings of this study presented compelling evidence

indicating that the church leaders interviewed, and likely the church individuals they

PLQLVWHUHG WR FRXOG EH :3Den@®thhd SoncRdts 0@ DZDUH RI1 NH\

understanding. The pre-presentation responses revealed that the participants were
unaware and/or not united concerning key end-time concepts and current events that
could be prophetically significant. These issues included the Great Reset and its
significance, the potential connections of the United Nations to Mystery Babylon, and
the importance of the emerging region of Neom, Saudi Arabia, as it could relate to
biblical prophecy.

One of the most unexpected revelations was the lack of knowledge concerning

the Great Reset by nearly all participants. Concerning the United Nations {Great Reset

LQLWLDWLYH RQH SDUWLFLSDQW FRQIHVVHG®GwasNghK RXOG KI

in front of my eyes. “This statement illustrated how unaware church leaders were
FRQFHUQLQJ ZKDW WKH IRXQGHU Rl WKH PRYHPHQW
,Q G XV WU L D O 2% mhe hibaXiw laihGhed by the World Economic Forum in 2020

could be one of the single most critical geopolitical and economic issues the world has

248 Schwab, Klaus. The Fourth Industrial Revolution. (London, England: Portfolio Penguin,

2017).
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ever faced. From a prophetic standpoint, Schwab L Q KL VCBWRMN: The Great

5HVHW ~ LQGLFDW H &wvrisip prégehtéd &2 Ingrecedented opportunity

to reimagine the world, that is, to implement the Great Reset. This would include

genetic engineering, transhumanism, the Internet of Bodies, and the implementation of

D JOREDO GLIJLWDO LGHQWLILFDWLRQ UHJLPH WKDW ZRXOC

reimagined world.?#*ScKZDEfV WRS DGYLVHU <theYDXOWIKRROK RHD3U-RP R

Deus. 2% has been reported as stating,

%DG

Ecience is replacing evolution by natural selection with evolution by
intelligent design. Not the intelligent design of some god above the clouds, but
our intelligent design, and the intelligent design of our clouds 2 the IBM cloud,
the Microsoft cloud. ThHVH DUH WKH QHZ GULYLQZ¥'IRUFHV RI HY

Harari has also said,

31RZ KXPDQV DUH GHYHORSLQJ HYHQ ELJJHU SRZH
are really acquiring divine powers of creation and destruction. We are really
upgrading humans into gods. We are acquiring, for instance, the power to
re-engineer O LPH °

249\cKenzie, Rolaant, and Rolaant McKenzie. 2022. 32 &d: If You Think Klaus Schwab Is

/IRRN DW +LV 7RS $lY\estetruIhitnalcHIp 28, 2022.

250 Yyval Noah Harari and Jaana Iso-Markku, Homo Deus. Bazar, 2017.

251 McKenzie, The Western Journal.

252 McKenzie, The Western Journal.
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Harari has openly admitted that the gathering of enormous amounts of data
ZRXOG HQDEOH 3sWKH EXLOGLQJ RI GLJLWDO GLFWDMWRUVKL
RI WKH SDVW FRXOG R @®HatabhasdalsdAidlizat€thiS bélief that the
Bible and Jesus are 3IDNH Q*MzZV -
The United Nations fPact for the Future, which was presented as a vehicle to
implement the Great Reset, was a new issue to the entire sample group. Many
potential parallels were found to exist between the Pact for the Future, and the
SFRYHQDQW ZLIWK IRXQ\G LQ 'DQLHO 7KlbycluRN Rl DZDUI
leaders was even more significant considering the extreme global reach and control
that the Pact could grant the United Nations.
The purpose of this study was not to prove that the United Nations would be the
last-days Babylon. It was not to prove that the Great Reset or the related Pact for the
Future would be the vehicle whereby the United Nations would gain global control.
Instead, one of the primary goals was a determination of whether church leaders were
aware of global events that could have an impact on biblical prophecy.
The widespread lack of familiarity with the Great Reset and the United Nations
Pact for the Future among church leaders provided a strong indication that the

Church, could be metaphorically asleep as Jesus said.

253 David Sorensen 37KH (QG RI +ARDIVMMNQAQHG E\ WKH *GREWE@JI/HDGHUV
Control, accessed April 25, 2024.

254 McKenzie, The Western Journal.
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Another development of which the participants were unaware was Neom, Saudi
Arabia, and its importance as the potential capital city of Mystery Babylon. Church
leaders being &V O H H this MéRacity, which was projected cost will reach
$1.5 trillion, its location in the footprint of ancient Edom, and the ski resort being built
on the same mountain many consider to be the true Mt. Sinai, indicated to this writer
that the Church was indeed 3SDVOHHS” WR WKHVH GHYHORSPHQWYV

Finally, the findings indicated that most church leaders have focused little to no
time on teaching or preaching about end-time issues in the last four years. This lack of
emphasis suggested that the church leaders and those they lead could be unprepared
and unaware of critical end-time events and chronology. They have no clue that
end-times could be upon us very soon.

Relationship to Presentation Ideas and Prophetic Eschatology: The

second major connection the presentation had with the findings of this study was

prophetic scriptures and their immediate relevance to the Church today. This study
showed that the Church couldbe DQDORJRXV WR WKH YLUJLQV IRXQG LC
Matthew 25:1-13. This writer proposed that Jesus intended the parable to reflect the

Church today awaiting the arrival of the bridegroom, Jesus. In the parable, half of the

virgins did not have enough oil in their lamps, but all the virgins were asleep. This

ZULWHU VXJIJHVWHG WKDW -HVXVY SDUD E Outgiadidt tkktRW RQ O\
lack of preparedness in not having oil but also to admonish the entire Church of today

for being asleep. It should remain awake and alert prior to His return by studying

current events compared with prophecy.
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This study proposed that a comparison could be made between the ten virgins
being asleep and the Church today. Therefore, unless church leaders and their
congregations wake up and become encouraged to be alert for the signs that would
SUHFHGH -HVXYV fwoutt\eXdud asée&pHand unprepared.

7KLV ZULWHU FKDOOHQJHG WKH SDUWLFLSDQWYV WR TX
current events that impact biblical prophecy and to question their readiness for the
return of Jesus, their groom. This writer § goal was to introduce novel theories and
emerging perspectives to create a sense of urgency and to promote a response of
LQFUHDVHG UHDGLQHVY LQ WKH SDUWLFLSDQWY 7KLV ZUL
leaders would be more likely to view current events from a prophetic lens if those
events could be linked to prophesied end-time events and chronology.

Finally, this study revealed that many church leaders had not given significant
attention to teaching or preaching about end-times topics prior to the presentation.
This lack of emphasis on prophetic eschatology in their ministries suggested that the
Church might be unprepared or unaware of the urgency of the times. One church
leader confirmed this suggestion when he said, 3the presentation] served as a wake-
up FDOO IRU PH WR EHFRPH PRUH DZDUH RI FXUUHQW HYHQV

Conclusions
Implications of the Findings for Church Leaders

This study would hold valuable implications for all church leaders as they

prepare themselves and those whom they lead for the final days of this age. This

study emphasized the importance of church leaders not only embracing new ideas but
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also continuing to remain informed about current events. They must prioritize
researching, teaching, and sharing prophetic eschatology in their ministries.

A key implication was that church leaders must be willing to study alternative
perspectives on end-times prophecy, even when those ideas challenged their
long-held beliefs. The participants experienced significant shifts in their understanding
when they remained open and explored novel theories and concepts that were
biblically supported. As Daniel 12:4 and 9 foretold, prophetic understanding would be
unsealed in the last-days. Church leaders would need to approach this emerging,
prophetic information with humility and discernment. They would need to reexamine
their own beliefs in consideration of the current landscape of the world as it
increasingly intersects with scripture.

Another implication was the need for church leaders to seek out news and
information actively about current events and geopolitical developments that provide
prophetic insight. This study revealed that most church leaders were unaware of
important concepts and events that impacted the world in which they lived. The study
revealed a need for the church leaders to be more aware of prophetic occurrences
happening all around them.

The main issues that the leaders were not adequately aware of included the
Great Reset, the Pact for the Future, and the potential role of Neom, Saudi Arabia in
end-times prophecy. To fulfil their roles as watchmen and leaders of the Church,
leaders must first become aware of the changing world they live in and then must

remain informed about current events and their potential interplay with prophecy.
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Therefore, all church leaders must sift the emerging information through a
prophetic lens. This processed information and insight could then be imparted by
church leaders to those whom they led to provide them with the sense of urgency and
readiness that would be required in the days to come.

The findings suggested that by staying informed and sharing prophetic insights
with their followers, church leaders could fulfill their role as watchmen of the Church
and prepare her by providing a deeper and more accurate assessment of end-time
truths. The church O H D Géld % Watchmen is suggested by this writer to become
increasingly necessary as the Church navigates the difficult but opportunity-filled last
days of this age. These opportunities would include the reaching of unsaved people
and preparing them and the Church for the last days of this age.

Relevance of the Finding to the Theological Foundations

The findings of this study were highly relevant to the theological foundations of
prophetic eschatology andthe CK XU FK TV U Rr@d HmeQTMsIstHdy explored
various prophetic biblical passages and concepts, including those found in Revelation
17-18, Daniel 9:27, and Matthew 24-25, among others, and considered their
connection with emerging theological concepts related to current events.

One of the central theological issues considered in this study was the identity
and significance of Mystery Babylon in the last days and where she would be located.
The findings suggested that Mystery Babylon should be reexamined by defining her
biblical characteristics and then applying those characteristics to the Babylon that

could soon be revealed on the world stage.
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The use of viewpoints from authors such as Nelson Walters and Joel
Richardson provided uncensored, biblical, and prophetically relevant news of current
events filtered through a prophetic lens. Current events and issues, such as theories
linking the United Nations to Mystery Babylon and exploring the prophetic significance
of Neom in Saudi Arabia, compelled church leaders to re-examine their long-held
beliefs and to consider alternate end-time theories and concepts.

Rapture theory and timing was another key concept that was tangentially
explored. The presentation § focus was not to prove or disprove any rapture theory,
i.e., pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation, pre-wrath or post-tribulation, but rather, to present
novel theories and concepts that would require the participants to consider which
rapture theory would most logically fit the novel theory being presented.

As an example, the Seven Seal/Sequential Seal approach to the Seven Letters
of the Book of Revelation would require the use of a rapture viewpoint that placed the
rapture after the opening of the first seal and after the commencement of the
tribulation period. Likewise, the Rider of the White Horse presentation also presumed
a rapture other than a pre-tribulation rapture. This Z U L Whitekyi®Ws and review of
responses indicated that these theories were viewed positively and with merit by the
participants. By introducing novel concepts that were scripturally supported, the
underlying requirement of a rapture other than a pre-tribulation rapture was presumed.

The findings suggested that exposure to these emerging viewpoints and novel
WKHRULHYV VLIQLILFDQWO\ LP S Dregarting rdptite tisidd) BYyLFLSD QW YV

allowing the participants to explore the merits of these new theories, separate
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from a discussion of the rapture theory underlying it, the presentation promoted a
broader, more subtle analysis of the rapture foundations that supported each novel
theory of interpretation.

Furthermore, this study framedthe CKXUFK{YV UHDGLQHVYV IRU WKH UF
DV D VLIQLILFDQW WKHRORJLFDO FRQFHSW -HVXVY 3DUDE«
emphasis that Jesus SODFHG RQ WKH &KXUFKfV QHHG IRU VSLULWX
awareness of the end-time chronology. This study confirmed that most participants
had a lack of awareness concerning important current events and scenarios that could
relate to prophetic, end-time issues. Jesus suggested in his parable that a
metaphorical sleep would permeate the Church, and presumably church leaders, in
the last-days. If the last-days were near, and if the church leaders were representative
of whom they led, significant implications for the Church going forward existed. These
implications would include the inability of the Church to adapt and thrive in the
changing landscape, which would occur unless the lack of awareness identified in this
study was rectified.

The results of this study indicated that church leaders were not consistently
viewing current events through a prophetic lens. This study proved to be very
significant because it indicated that church leaders must begin actively applying
current events to biblical prophecy, or else the Church will likely be metaphorically
asleep as end-time events take place. This study showed that leaders have been

asleep, and they need to wake up before it has become too late.
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Implications of the Findings for the Broader Church Body

This VWXG\TV ILQGLQJV LP S OCHdGh W ¢Ukivafetaldpdit tiat) W K H
would be receptive to receiving and understanding prophetic eschatology. Along with
this need, the Church body would require continued exposure to alternative views that
should challenge their individual views, which in turn would cause a further openness
to reconsideration of their once-held views. A discerning Berean spirit would be
required as believers would seek out emerging theories and novel concepts. An
attitude of receptivity, humility, and daily reliance on the scriptures would provide
church leaders with the ability to discern prophetic truth and avoid the deception that
would be prevalent.

This study also found that a sense of urgency needed to be developed in the
Church body. As determined by the findings in this study, many leaders had not
prioritized the teaching and preaching of prophetic eschatology in their ministries.
Consequently, it could be suspected that believers had not had sufficient teaching and
exposure to end-time doctrine, especially as it would intersect with current events and
developments. Therefore, believers should be prepared to search out opportunities to
be assured of the ongoing learning, discussion, and exploration of end-time issues as
they relate to current events.

Finally, the findings of this study underscored the need for the Church to be
prepared, wakeful, and ready for the accelerated convergence of events represented
by the potential emergence of end-time events soon and to understand them from a

prophetic viewpoint. Individual research and study groups that focus on end-time
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topics and timing should be encouraged. Believers should develop a list of scripturally
sound authors and websites that would provide the necessary exposure to scripturally
sound end-time doctrine and prophecy as applied to current events.
Summarizing, the implications of this study showed that the broader Church
needed to remain alert and awake, discerning the signs and the times, engaged with
the truths of prophetic eschatology, and expectantly awaiting the return of Jesus. In
that way, the Church could then fulfill its role of being the salt and the light in a world
that would be filed ZLWK GDUNQHVYV SULRU WR WKH /RUGYTV UHWXU
Conclusions Related to the Purpose and Objectives of the Study
7KLY VWXG\TV SXUSRVH ZzDV WR HI[DPLQH BKXUFK OHDG
attitudes they held concerning certain novel and emerging end-time theories and the
degree of openness they would have to a re-evaluation of their views following a
presentation given by this writer. Additionally, this study sought to establish whether
exposure to alternative end-times theories would enhance the focus given to teaching
and preaching prophetic eschatology by the church leaders in their respective
ministries.
The findings of this study confirmed that the research objectives were achieved.
Prior to their presentation, the church leaders had limited familiarity with key concepts
and emerging end-time theories. The participants were found to possess limited
NQRZOHGJH RI 37KH *UHDW 5HVHW ~ WKH SRWHQWLDO DVVR

the rise of the Mystery Babylon, and/or the significance of Neom in Saudi Arabia.
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This study introduced these concepts through a presentation accompanied by
PowerPoint slides and provided scriptural support for the novel views presented. The
findings indicated that the participants were receptive to the approach and engaged
with the novel views. The findings also established that some participants had
reconsidered their views and realigned them with the presented views.

Although some of the participants resisted engagement on some issues, such
as the suggestion that WK H WLPLQJr&drn&Buldlby Wétgivhined prior to his
return, the findings revealed that most of the church leaders were willing to consider
new perspectives. The participants allowed their prior views to be reformed by the new
insights given. Their receptivity to these newly introduced viewpoints appeared based
on providing scriptural support for the novel theories and demonstrating their
connection with geopolitical realities and current events.

A shift was found to occur concerning their teaching and preaching priorities
after exposure to the novel ideas that challenged their existing views.
Post-presentation, the participants overwhelmingly indicated that a greater focus
would be given to prophetic eschatology in their respective ministries.

Many participants also indicated a renewed interest in end-times issues and
concepts and expressed a sense of urgency to introduce the concepts to those they
led. This shift in priorities confirmed the effectiveness of the presentation, as well as

the persuasiveness of the theories and concepts presented.
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Finally, this study provided insight into the concept of the Church being
PHWDSKRULFDOO\ 3SDVOHHS™ RU XQDZDUH FRQFHUQLQJ PDW
return. This writer suggested that this could be the meaning conveyed in the Parable
of the Ten Virgins (Mat 25:1-13). The findings revealed key concepts and geopolitical
realities that could have prophetical connections, but these findings were not familiar
prior to their introduction at the presentation to the church leader participants.

This study was undertaken as a wake-up call by this writer to provide exposure
not only to novel theories and end-time concepts, but also to encourage a sense of
urgency and receptivity by church leaders to the promised unsealing of knowledge
thatwould RFFXU DV WKH GD\ RI -HVXVY] UHWXUQ DSSURDFKHYV

Participants had an increased interest in researching current events and a
desire to view them through a prophetic lens. This change in viewpoint by the
participants was accompanied with an increased priority given on the teaching and
preaching of prophetic eschatology in their respective ministries, which would be
presumed to positively affect the Church body which they led.

In conclusion, this study successfully achieved its purpose and objectives by
SURYLGLQJ ILQGLQJV RQ FKXUFK OHDGHUVY NQRZOHGJH D
with novel and emerging end-time theories. The findings demonstrated that scripturally
supported, novel, and emerging theories that were shown to align with current events
had the potential to disrupt traditional views held by some church leaders. This
disruption was positive and caused the participants to reconsider their eschatological

views.
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The following notes have expressedth is ZULWHUYV YLHZS
personal opinions and recommendations addressing the increased
understanding of church leaders in general of end-times prophecy:

1) Their staying informed regarding current events,

2) Their prioritization of teaching and preaching on end-time

topics, and

3) Their applying current events to biblical prophecy and

teaching their followers about this so they would not be
metaphorically asleep when bad times begin or when
Jesus returns .

Additional recommendations included suggestions for future
research in the form of changes to study size and study format and
addition of longitudinal studies.

Recommendations
I.  Recommendations for Church Leaders:
i.  Recommendations for Increasing Understanding of End-Times Prophecy:
a. Encourage Regular Study and Discussion of Prophetic Eschatology:
Church leaders should prioritize the study and teaching of prophetic

eschatology in their ministries. Some could argue that some leaders may not have
fulfilled their calling as watchmen on the wall and shepherds of the Body of Christ
because their preaching could be characterized as eschatologically weak or
nonexistent 0OXFK OLNH *RGYfV FDOO WR (JHNLHO WB3E®, D ZDWFI
church leaders should dedicate adequate time and resources to the education of
those they lead concerning end-time realities and warning them of the truths that they

could soon face. The preaching and teaching of prophetic eschatology would serve to
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warn of the impending judgment of God, the requirement of repentance by sinners,
and the perseverance required by the saints.
b. Seek Out Resources and Teachings from Diverse Perspectives:
To gain a comprehensive understanding of end-times prophecy, church leaders
VKRXOG EH S\ WHFKQLFDOO\ FRPSHWHRQMWJI Bol§ingg WK 8 KEERRINF H V

Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory, 2>° Bolsinger

utilizes Lewis D Q G & CeRpdditiHivto find the Northwest Passage, an imagined
water route to the Pacific Ocean, as the context to explain the need for leaders to
have demonstrated skills and understanding in order to gain the trust of those they
would be required to lead. Technical competence, as it relates to prophetic
eschatology, is the demonstrated ability to link prophetic biblical passages to real-
world events that have occurred or could occur in the future and the ability to
communicate those insights to others. To become technically competent, leaders
should explore teachings from various theological perspectives. Just as Lewis and
Clark required technical competency before they could lead others through uncharted

WHUULW R lgadeWw shGudl \gam the required skills to do the same.

255 Tod E. Bolsinger. Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory.

(Downers Grove: IVP Books, an Imprint of InterVarsity Press, 2018.) p. 43. Bolsinger defines
characteristics of transformational leadership and discuss how adaptive change is required when
QDYLIJDWLQJ XQFKDUWHUHG WHUULWRU\ %ROVLQJHU LQGQWD® HMVKWK D

gain credibility through demonstrated technical competence on the map.
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This study was greatly enhanced by this writer § ®hgagement with literally
hundreds of videos and books produced by Nelson Walters, a prolific end-time author
and bible teacher.?>® Many of the novel issues presented were derived by this writer
directly from videos that would also be available to church leaders who desired to
increase their technical competence in prophetic eschatology.

Leaders seeking additional competence concerning end-time matters should

review authors such as Joel Richardson, the author of Mystery Babylon, Unlocking the

Bible's Greatest Prophetic Mystery.?>” This project was greatly indebted to

5LFKDUGVRQTVY DQDO\VLV RI 0\VWhete\hé&ddidEhegRoQndwQrkK LV ER R I
for this study. Richardson has provided Mystery Babylon, as well as a myriad of other

books also authored by Richardson, atno coston KLV ZHEVLWH 3-RHO 5LFKDU
OLQLVWULHYV ~ WR DOO LQGLYLGr¥bhdedudsRtaddthy @G GHVLUH D

eschatology.

256 Nelson Walters, Nelson Walters, YouTube, accessed April 28, 2024.

257 Joel Richardson, Joels Trumpet, accessed April 28, 2024.
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Finally, video projects like Messiah 2030 should be supported and watched to
gain key insights into end-time concepts and chronology relating to the return of
Jesus. As of May 2023, Messiah 2030, Parts 1, 2,258 and 3%°° have been released,
with Part 4 soon to be released. As the seals are unsealed, prophetic understanding
will be released to those who are wise and seek righteousness.

Leaders and all believers should be prepared to have resources such as bibles,
commentaries, bible dictionaries, etc., in formats other than the internet.

Printed versions of biblical resources will be necessary as a crackdown on truth will
occur, and censorship, disinformation, and misinformation will become more
commonplace in our society.
c. Christians Should be Open to Re-examining Traditional Interpretations in
Light of New Evidence:

Adaptive leadership requires a willingness to reassess and adjust one's beliefs

when confronted with new information or changing circumstances. In his book

Canoeing the Mountains, Tod Bolsinger conveys that Lewis and Clark required

innovative and adaptive leadership to accomplish the task that confronted them.26°
When faced with what could have been considered an impossible challenge, Lewis

and Clark adopted a radical approach that departed from their original plan to

258 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline-Part 1 of 3, Messiah 2030, accessed April
27, 2024. (This video covered Part 1 and Part 2).

259 Messiah 2030 ~ the Prophetic Messianic Timeline - Part 3 of 3 (Part 4 in Production),
YouTube, April 6, 2024.

260 Bolsinger, p. 15.
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complete the expedition by canoe to the Pacific Ocean. Once they realized there was
no Northwest Passage, they reassessed their mission and determined to complete it
by whatever means they had at their disposal.

% R O V L Qahddihfj Yhe Mountains revealed that when individuals faced

challenges that pressed WKHP LQWR-&>@ EBGBBWDGLJP RYHUFRPLQJ \
challenge required QHZ LQVLJKW LQWR WKH SUREOHP DW KDQG %F
ZH FDQ VROYH DQ\ SUREOHP ZH QHHG WR*OHDUQ WR VHH C
This study found that church leaders possessed adaptive leadership
characteristics. Just as Lewis and Clark embraced the challenge that they were
FRQIURQWHG ZLWK VR PXVW OWRdG Raders Shisddapptod@t DG H U V
prophetic eschatology with humility and openness, recognizing that their current
understanding may need to evolve as new insights emerge.
,Q WKH FRPLQJ 31HZ :RUOG 2UGHU "~ LW VKRXOG EH DQV
would be tempted to compromise and not teach on subjects that prophetically reveal
the globalist's plans and those that would hope to silent truth. However, compromise is
not an option. As Bolsinger indicated 3 WoK-Hhe-map leader must also recommit to
WKHLU FRUH®TaiHeEa@Rthe dnly option to engage society with adaptive and
innovative strategies, such as preaching the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27), which

would fulfill the core ideology of the Christian leader and his mission.

261 Bolsinger, p. 33.

262 Bolsinger, p. 93
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ii.  Recommendations For Staying Informed About Current Events:
a. Develop a Habit of Monitoring Geopolitical and Economic Developments:

To effectively interpret the signs of the times, church leaders must stay
informed about global events and trends. As we approach the last-days, surveillance,
censorship, misinformation, and disinformation will be prevalent. Jesus warned his
GLVFLSOHV UHSHDWHGO\ WR *QRW EH GHFHLYHG =~ &KXUFK
resources that allow them to be updated on current events, especially as those events
relate to prophetic eschatology. Searching Google would not be an option as the world
would become increasingly hostile to biblical and prophetic truth. This writer has
SURYLGHG D OLVW RI ELEOLFDOO\ FRUUHFW DV RSSRVHG V
KLV ZHEVLWH 3/DVW 'D\V 1HZV"  DW ¥ KH WDE 3&HQVRUHG 6L

$V RQH FKXUFK OHDGHU LQGLFDWHG DIWHJWkeAUgH SUHVF
FDOO IRU PH WR EHFRPH PRUH DZDUH RI FXUUHQW HYHQWYV
importance of monitoring and engaging the world would be even greater as the
hostility of the world towards Christians would increase, as well as the acceleration

and convergence of end-time events come to pass (Mat 24:6-8).

263 | ast Days News, BLEOLFDO $QDO\VLV RI 7R GONVHWY R X7/UDAE B4 YY HQW V

News, April 16, 2024.
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b. Analyze Current Events Through the Lens of Biblical Prophecy:

As church leaders labor to remain informed about world events, they should
also seek to understand them considering biblical prophecy. The participants stayed
engaged with the presentation because they were provided uncensored, biblical, and
prophetically relevant news of current events filtered through a prophetic lens.

One SDUWLFLSDQWEKODOE PRPHQMW ZKHQ KH WatbhAHG WKH ¢
logo, which depicted the globe surrounded by a wreath. He connected that picture to
the Rider of the White Horse in Revelation 6:1-2, andhe VDLG 3RQFH \RX VHH LW
FDQTW X @nNithidemakstrated the transforming power of linking events with
issues, such as the United Nations Yogo to biblical concepts such as The Rider of the
White Horse and Mystery Babylon.

By adopting teaching and preaching strategies that interpreted current events
through a prophetic lens, leaders could help their congregations make sense of the
times and prepare for what may lie ahead. Comments from participants indicated that
the use of visual aids such as the use of a PowerPoint presentation could be one such
strategy.

c. Share Relevant Insights and Connections with Congregations:

The focus of the presentation was intended to provoke a sense of urgency due
to the prophetic likelihood that the end-times could soon be upon the Church. This
writer sought to impress the participants through the presentation by saying that it
would be crucial that today's 'last-days' churches take their callings seriously and

expedite the awakening of the Church before it becomes too late. Leaders could fulfill
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their duty to prepare those they lead through a more consistent sharing and teaching
of end-time theories and demonstration of their relation to real-world events and
scenarios.
iii. Recommendations for Teaching and Preaching About End-Times Topics
a. Prioritize The Inclusion of Prophetic Eschatology in Teaching and
Preaching:

As indicated in the post-presentation interviews, one difficulty several
participants experienced involved the lack of biblical and hermeneutical foundation
that the three-hour presentation, due to the limited time allowed, was unable to
provide. One of the participants indicated to this writer that a group
guestion-and-answer session after the presentation would have assisted in his
understanding of the issues presented. Given the novel nature of the topics and how
the theories would often oppose and confront long-held beliefs, church leaders should
ensure sufficient time and resources are devoted to teaching and preaching the
presented topics and concepts to believers. Visual aids such as graphs, pictures, and
exhibits resonated with the participants in this study and received positive comments.

Considering the urgency of the times, church leaders should not delay in
implementing and making the discussion of end-time concepts a central focus of their

teaching and preaching ministries.
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b. Present Alternative Viewpoints and Encourage Critical Thinking Among
Believers:

One of this VWXG\TV ILQGLQJYV LQGLFDWHG WKDW SUHVHQW
challenged and sometimes confronted the participants was effective in causing
engagement, and it ultimately changed the beliefs of some participants. Church
leaders should adopt similar strategies and expose their congregations to different
interpretations, which could cause them to think critically about the issues.

By allowing sometimes conflicting theories to challenge existing beliefs, a spirit
of inquiry could be developed and, leaders could help develop adaptive and critical
thinking skills which would help those whom they would lead to adapt to the changing
environments and circumstances that would confront them.

c. Emphasize the Practical Implications of End-Times Truths for Christian
Living:

Ultimately, the purpose of studying and teaching prophetic eschatology would
be to prepare believers for the challenges and opportunities of living in the last-days.
Theories such as the pre-tribulation rapture that would propose that believers would
not endure tribulation would be the type of beliefs that should be critically examined.
The need to prepare believers for the potential suffering they could endure would be

an area of study that should be vigorously explored by church leaders.
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As church leaders teach about the end-times, they should emphasize the
practical implications for daily life, such as the need for perseverance in the face of
difficulty and faithfulness when confronted with temptations that the end-times would
bring. The urgency of sharing Jesus and the excitement and joy of his soon return
should alsobe WKH IRFXV RI FKXUHRiKe@ab®HUVY HQG

.  Recommendations and Suggestions for Future Research
i.  Larger Scale Studies (More Diverse Samples of Church Leaders):

To further validate the results of the present study, future research has been
suggested with larger and more diverse samples of church leaders. The present study
did not differentiate denominationally due to the sample size. Therefore, a study
utilizing a comparable approach with a sample group consisting of a wider array of
denominational backgrounds would provide a more reliable assessment of the findings
made in this study.

Demographic studies that utilized a greater sample size could also focus on
specific denominations, ages, races, genders, religious education, ministerial
experiences, or other characteristics to assess nuances that could exist within the
specified demographics. An example of such a study should investigate the effect
religious education or ministerial experience had on FKXUFK OHDGHUVY XQGHUV\
interpretation, and communication of prophetic eschatology. Discovered distinctions
should promote recommendations on how to prepare specific presentation formats for

church leaders.
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ii.  Different Format Presentations and Duration:

Future research should also explore the effectiveness of other study formats
with varied presentation durations or include a post-presentation question-and-answer
session. The use of online platforms could be explored, which would potentially allow
researchers access to individuals not otherwise able to attend a presentation. Online
attendance at the presentation would enable participants to be in a more relaxed
setting and assist in the processing of information.

iii.  Longitudinal Studies (Lasting Changes in Beliefs and Actions):

Future research could examine the long-term effect of exposure to novel
end-times theories. Longitudinal studies could assess whether the changes in
SDUWLFLSDQWVY EHOLHIV ZRXOG UHVXOW LQ FKDQJHV LQ E
Research should be conducted to determine whether long-term transformation was
achieved in church leaders and those they lead, through the process this study or
future studies would employ.

Longitudinal studies could also be employed to determine whether beliefs
changed or remained consistent among participants after being exposed to novel
ideas and concepts. Findings could establish if changed beliefs resulted after the
participants further considered the concepts presented and whether ongoing events

would have the opportunity to further validate those concepts.
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iv.  Novel and emerging end-time concepts and expanded subject matters:

New and emerging theories should be explored and introduced to sample
groups. One of the premises of this study was that as the last days of this age drew
near, knowledge and understanding would increase. Church leadership should stay
current and aware of emerging theories and concepts related to prophetic
eschatology. Studies that would cause exposure of these novel and emerging theories
to church leaders would help gauge the effectiveness of studies like this designed to
awaken the church. Research that would expand the base of the theories and
concepts introduced in this study would be recommended to further the work of this
project.

Concluding Remarks
Significance of This Study

This study examined how seasoned leaders of the Church understood and
engaged with prophetic eschatology and provided valuable insights into the priority
these leaders placed on understanding, teaching, and conveying end-time concepts to
those whom they lead. This study also explored how these church leaders responded
when exposed to novel end-times theories that conflicted with existing beliefs.

This study revealed that most church leaders in the sample group were
unaware and/or not united concerning key end-time concepts and current events that
could be prophetically significant. This study also indicated that most church leaders

do not prioritize prophetic eschatology in their respective ministries. This lack of
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emphasis suggested that the church leaders and likely those they lead could be
unprepared or unaware of critical end-time events and chronology. The findings would
suggest the reasons for their lack of concern appeared to be anchored to two
thoughts. First, many people, including church leaders, were not aware of the
connection between significant current events and geopolitical circumstances as they
related to end-time prophecy. Second, and more importantly, these leaders, as well as
DOO ZKR FDPH EHIRUH WKHP ZHUH OLPLWHG GXH WR *RG V
WLPH RI WKH HQG” 'DQ

The findings highlighted the importance of challenging church leaders with
scripturally supported, novel theories and emerging concepts that aligned with current
events. Findings indicated that when the leaders were confronted with new and
potentially disruptive information, it sharpened their understanding of the information
presented. This, in turn, prompted a re-examination of the priorities placed by the
leaders on remaining alert to emerging concepts and events that could impact their
end-times theology. The findings presented a clear indication that church leaders
employed an adaptive leadership response to the challenging information presented.

Call to Action for Church Leaders

The need for continuing education of church leaders in prophetic eschatology
was highlighted by this study findings that confirmed a connection existed between the
O H D Gekpdsue to novel end-times concepts that were linked to current events and

the increase or change in their knowledge, beliefs, and priorities.
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7KLV *Po6BEW DSSURDFK WR UHDG\ FKXUFK OHDGHUVKL
was suggested by this writer to be essential for the Church to fulfill its end-time calling
to be salt and light in an increasingly changing and darkening world. Much like Lewis
and Clark when they were confronted with the Rocky Mountains during their quest to
find a water route to the Pacific Ocean, church leadership would be required to have
adaptive and responsive approaches to successfully navigate the uncharted territory
of the end-times. Leaders will be required to have a commitment to ongoing learning,
to sharing insight with those they lead, and to boldness in proclaiming the whole
counsel of God.

Church leaders must be prepared to change the perceptions of the Church
body concerning the challenges and uncertainties that would be the reality of the
last-days. The Parable of the Ten Virgins highlighted the stupor and lack of
preparedness that Jesus warned the Church would exist prior to His return. Church
leaders were called to be alert and to awaken the sleeping Church by instilling
urgency and by equipping believers with the knowledge, skills, and character they
would need to persevere in the days ahead.

The call to action for church leaders in the upcoming years would be manifold.
They should:

1. Be immersed in the study of biblical prophecy by regularly studying and
engaging with diverse but credible authors presenting novel theories and

interpretations.

236



2. Be informed about current events and analyze them through the lens of
prophetic eschatology.

3. Prioritize the teaching and preaching of end-times truths and insights.

4. Preach and teach how Christians should navigate the end-times and how they
should exemplify Christian virtues as they endure tribulation.

5. Teach believers how they should discern heresy from the truth, methods of
critical thinking, and be receptive to the spiritual knowledge that was
prophesied to increase.

6. Prepare believers for the hardships that should be endured patiently and
courageously. Believers who prepared for the worst to happen would be more
likely to persevere than those who expected the best.

7. Exemplify the transformative leadership skills of encouragement, inspiration,
and motivation and the ability to adapt or change in response to unexpected
challenges. Teach believers to meet challenges with faith and courage.

8. Understand the opportunity and the calling and that God has placed them in the
ZRUOG 33IRU VXFK D WLPH DV WKLV =~ 7KH\ VKRXOG EH FI
evangelizing, and discipleship so that they are able to assist in fulfilling the
Great Commission given by Jesus Christ.

By doing these things church leaders would be able to navigate the uncharted

waters of the end-time with wisdom, courage, and faith.
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Final Thoughts and Reflections

In September 2021, this writer began the journey to complete his educational
goal, the capstone of which was this research project. As the journey progressed,
consideration began as to whether the required research project could be the vehicle
to explain, from a spiritual perspective, the so-called 3 S D Q G HirattReén gripped the
world. The goal became to explain how and where the pandemic would fit into the
prophetic framework of the Bible and how the global elites would fit into that picture.

This writer saw that these emerging global elites had gained tremendous power
and stature due to the pandemic. Through this crisis, they had facilitated a worldwide
lockdown, caused the shuttering of businesses and churches, the wearing of masks
and social distancing, and the commencement of a global campaign of inoculations
ZLWK DQ H[SHULPHQWDO 3YDFFLQH nW&dsdasSitMRY¥ HG PRUH Gl
proposed to prevent. These events,as GHVFULEHG LQ .ODX\VCOGHB-IDETV ERTF
The Great Reset and the tremendous power the elites had gained over the world, led
to the idea that the pandemic could have been a premeditated occurrence fitting into a
prophetic narrative.

As current events continued to intersect with biblical prophecy, this writer began
to suspect that The Great Reset and the global governance system it catalyzed were
connected to the entity known as the Mother of Harlots, Mystery Babylon. The journey
changed at that moment from unveiling the global elites, the lockdowns, and the Great
Reset to Unveiling Mystery Babylon.

Ultimately and providentially, God directed this research project for a greater

and more specific purpose than this writer initially perceived. Due to the presentation

238



that this project required, what ensued was a study that took as its subject those
similarly situated as this writer was in late 2021: Christian leaders confronted with a
world that had radically changed without adequate explanation and searching for an
answer that only God could provide.

The findings of this study were indicative not only of the participants but also of
this writer. When confronted with novel and emerging theories such as Mystery
%DE\ORQYVY DVVRFLDWLRQ ZhbaNoknithathis mpidr\vetie®, $Uoias R Q V
not associating the United Nations and global elites with Mystery Babylon, required re-
examination. After recognizing that current events were rapidly aligning with
SODbMMYV™ S UR stidriteHsénsed an urgency to prepare those who would
listen for not only the things to come but for Jesus himself. $ SPLGQLJKW FU\" KDG E
birthed that this writer could not hold in, much like Jeremiah must have felt when
calledtowarn R1 *RGfV LP SHQG LdD Jsra&MiGrd thel King/of Babylon
(Jer 20:9).

This study was significant because it represented WKLV ZULWHU® H[SHULH
*RG SURYLGLQJ \adapt od tldD; fnid r&ggonse of adaptive change that
allowed a transformational change in his thinking. Much like Lewis DQG &ODUN{YV
response of adaptive and transformational change when confronted by the Rocky
Mountains during their quest for a water route to the Pacific Ocean, this writer
experienced a transformational change when challenged to re-examine and adapt to
the new world order that was emerging. However, this project was even more
significant because its findings did not mark its conclusion; rather, they could be

utilized to mark the beginning of the great awakening of the Church.

239



Bibliography

$OIRUG +HQU\ 837KH 1HZ 7THVWDPHQW IRU (Quthdrivedl SHDGHU
Version with Marginal Corrections of Readings and Renderings, Marginal
References and a Critical and Explanatory Commentary: Alford, Henry, 1810-
JUHH 'RZQORDG %RUURZ DQG 6WUHDPLQJ =~ ,QWHU
1868.
https://archive.org/details/newtestamentfore0202alfo/page/949/mode/lup?vie
w=theater.

3S$UWHPLV ~ (QF\FORS GLD %ULWDQQLFD $SULO
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Artemis-Greek-goddess.

Babel © (W\PRORJ\ $FFHVVHG $SULO
https://www.etymonline.com/word/Babel.

Barnes, Albert. Notes, Explanatory and Practical, on The Book of Revelation:
Barnes, Albert, 1798 - JUHH 'RZQORDG %RUURZ DQG 6WUHL
Internet Archive, January 1, 1970,
https://archive.org/details/notesexplanatorl3barngoog/page/446/mode/2up.

Barry, John D., David Bomar, Derek R. Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas
Mangum, Elliot Ritzema, Carrie Sinclair Wolcott, Lazarus Wentz, and Wendy
:LGGHU B3/H[KDP %LEOH 'LFWLRQDU\ "~ /RIJRV %LEOH 6RI"
https://www.logos.com/resources/LLS LBD/the-lexham-bible-dictionary.

Beale, Gregory K. 3 (V F K D W Ro@tidvdary of the Later New Testament and Its
Developments, edited by Ralph P. Martin and Peter H. Davids, electronic ed.,
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 1997.

Blenkinsopp, Joseph. Isaiah 1-39: A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary. New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 2000.

240


https://ref.ly/logosres/dlntd?ref=Page.p+339&off=3535&ctx=ation+1%3a19+and+4%3a1.+~Many+commentators+se

Bibliography

%ORRPEHUJ 36DXGLVY 6FDOH %DFN $PELWLRQ IRBnn 7ULOC
%ORRPEHUJ "~ %11 $SULO
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/saudis-scale-back-ambition-for-1-5-trillion-
desert-project-neom1.2055780#:~:text=Crown%20Prince%20Mohammed
%20intends%20for%20Neom%2C%20a%20%241.5, testbed%20for%
20technologies%20that%20could%20revolutionize%20daily%20life.

Bolsinger, Tod E. Canoeing the Mountains: Christian leadership in Uncharted
Territory. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, an imprint of InterVarsity Press, 2018.

Branham, William. The Seven Church Ages, “William Branham Storehouse.

Accessed April 29, 2024.
http://www.williambranhamstorehouse.com/pdf_downloads/the%20seven%20

church%?20ages.pdf.

Brown, AlexandraR. 3/DVW 'D\ V /D WPatdiansicdonary of the Bible,
edited by David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck. Grand
Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans. 2000.

Brown, L. Duane. What is Apostasy: The Coming Dark Ages and Collapse of
Civilization. North Fort Myers, FL: Faithful Life Publishers, 2010.

%X[WRQ 1LFN DQG /\QQ )ULHYV Transo®RieBDlsEtlRX S GIpWDW -

Accessed April 25, 2024.
https://www.tni.org/en/article/global-coup-detat.

S3&RPPHQWDU\ RQ WK EHYBREGHFHADHERSHCOmMmentary on the

Apocalypse (Victorinus). Accessed April 29, 2024.
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0712.htm.

Darby, J. N. Synopsis of the Books of the Bible. Vol. 5. London: Morrish, 1870.

Dyer, Charles. The Rise of Babylon: Sign of the End Times. Wheaton, Ill: Tyndale
House Pub., 1991.

(DUOV $DURQ 3$SDWK\ LQ &KXUFKHV /RRPV /DUJH IRU 3DV

May 12, 2022.
https://research.lifeway.com/2022/05/10/apathy-in-churches-looms-large-for-
pastors/#:.~:text=Three%20in%204%20U.S.%20Protestant%20pastors%20%
2875%25%29%20say,more%20pastors%20say%20they%20recognize%20as

%20a%?20need.

241


https://ref.ly/logosres/edotb?ref=Page.p+791&off=434

Bibliography

(OZHOO :DOWHU $ EvarmgelivaH@bmehtRrPon the Bible, Baker
Reference Library, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1995).

Flanagan, Benand 6 WHZDUW $VKOHLJK 3 QVLGH 1(20 6DXGL $UDE
IRU “:,5(' OLGGOH (DVW $SULO
https://wired.me/technology/how-saudi-arabias-ai-powered-neom-megacity-will-
actually-be-built/.

3) ODYLXV -RVHSKXV $QWLTXLWLHV RI WKH -HZV :LOOLDP :K
Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book 1, section 115. Accessed April 21,

2024.
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01

.0146%3Abook%3D1%3Asection%3D115.

*DOOXS 3+RZ 5HOLJLRXV $UH $PHULED®RX"" *DOOXS FRP $S
https://news.gallup.com/poll/358364/religious-americans.aspx.

Geaves, Ron. 32 W W R Eanhthuum Glossary of Religious Terms. London; New
York: Continuum. 2002.

*HRUJH 7LPRWK\ 33*DODWLDQV $Q ([HIHWLFDO DQG 7KHRO
Scripture (Volume 30) (The New American Commentary) AbeBooks, January
1, 1994. https://www.abebooks.com/9780805401301/Galatians-Exegetical-

Theological-Exposition-Holy-080540130X/plp.

*RQ] 37KH 7TRZHU Rl %DEHO DQG 3DUWLFOH $FFHOHUDWRUYV

December 13, 2014.
https://web.archive.org/web/20141224192555/http://www.facelikethesun.com/

the-tower-of-babel-and-particle-accelerators/.

Got Questions Ministries. 2002 £2013. Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered.
Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software.

*RWA4XHVWLRQV RUJ 3:KDW ,V W KGbtQDestiehs.Qrig UM&/1HHQWLRQ "’

2017.
https://www.gotquestions.org/law-of-first-mention.html.

*RW4XHVWLRQV RUJ 3:KDW ,V WKH 0\VWHU\ RI *RG 5HIHUUH

GotQuestions.org, June 26, 2014.
https://lwww.gotquestions.org/mystery-of-God.html.

242


https://ref.ly/logosres/gotqdatabase?art=topic2013.11.76

Bibliography

Groenewald, Thomas. A Phenomenological Research Design lllustrated -
International Journal of Qualitative Methods, Accessed May 2, 2024.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/160940690400300104.

Hancock, Dawson R., and Bob Algozzine. Doing Case Study Research: A Practical
Guide for Beginning Researchers. Teachers College Press, NY, New York.
2006.

Harari, Yuval Noah, and Jaana Iso-Markku. Homo deus. Bazar, 2017.

+DVNLQV -XVWLQ 38 1 EwWwdRgedeylfJ] B RDHRED QLW K %LGHQTV 6 XS

The Federalist, July 3, 2023.
https://thefederalist.com/2023/07/04/the-u-n-is-planning-to-seize-global-
emergency-powers-with-bidens-support/.

Heathley, J. Hampton. 23. Babylon as Seen in Scripture: An Introduction to Rev 17-
18 ’| Bible.org. Accessed April 21, 2024.
https://bible.org/seriespage/23-babylon-seen-scripture-introduction-rev-17-18.

Heinrich, Meyer. Revelation 1:19 commentaries " 0O\HUV{ 1HZ 7THVWDPHQW

Commentary, "Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things
which are, and the things which will take place after these things. Accessed
April 29, 2024. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/revelation/1-19.htm.

Hendriksen, William. New Testament Commentary: Matthew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Book House, 1973.

Hitchcock, Mark. The End: A Complete Overview of Bible Prophecy and the End of
Days. Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2012.

Hitchcock, Mark. The Second Coming of Babylon. Sisters, Or.: Multnomah
Publishers, 2003.

+RRG 5HQDWH 9LYHHQ S5 HYHODWLRQ %RRN 21
Bible Dictionary, edited by John D. Barry, David Bomar, Derek R. Brown,
Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas Mangum, Carrie Sinclair Wolcott, Lazarus
Wentz, Elliot Ritzema, and Wendy Widder. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

243

&ULWL



Bibliography

Horn, Thomas. Saboteurs: How Secret, Deep State Occultists Are Manipulating
American Society Through A Washington-Based Shadow Government In
Quest Of The Final World Order! Defender Publishing. Kindle Edition.
Accessed April 25, 2024.
https://www.amazon.com/Saboteurs-Occultists-Manipulating-Washington-
Based-Government/dp/0999189425.

+XOOLQJHU -HUU\ 0 37KH tie-Dayrdf QeXdrdd ThexDreciding
$UIJXPHQW IRU 3UH\Wduin& XfMDigirl, 8n@ Thédlogy. Clarks
Summit, PA: Baptist Bible Seminary, Volume 19, 2015.

Hunt, Dave, A Woman Rides the Beast: The Roman Catholic Church and the Last
Days Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1994.

,QJUDP 2ZHQ 3:KDW ,V 6RFLDODKVHVYDH[LDRS/Q AL DV
ResearchProspect, September 1, 2023.

https://www.researchprospect.com/what-is-social-desirability-bias/.

3.DPLHVRQ )DXVVHW DQG %URZQYV 8QDEULGJHG &RPPHQW
THVWDPHQWYV 9ROV ~ /RIJRV %LEOH 6RIWZDUH $FFH)
https://www.logos.com/product/45382/jamieson-fausset-and-browns-
unabridged-commentary-on-the-old-and-new-testaments?ssi=0.

Jastrow, Morris, Ira Maurice Price, Marcus Jastrow, Louis Ginzberg, and Duncan B.
OF'RQDOG 3-HZLVKHQF\FORSHGLD &RP =~ %$%(/ 72:(5 2)
JewishEncyclopedia.com. Accessed April 21, 2024.
https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/2279-babel-tower-of.

.DWVLNRSRXORX O0\UWR , 36DXGL $UDELD WR +RVW $VL
OHJDFLW\ 7KDW 'R H Vdagiohbook WFeliuaky A4, 2023.

Keener, Craig S. Revelation, The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2000.

.UDPHU -RHO 3([SORULQJ %DE\ORQ DQG YWKuhe3luiSKHFLHYV
17, 2022.

https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=QtUNH;DmGOY.

Krieger, Douglas W., Dene McGriff, and Douglas Woodward. The Final Babylon,
America and the Coming of Antichrist. Oklahoma City: Faith Happens, 2014.

244



Bibliography

IDVW 'D\V 1HZV %LEOLFDO $QDO\VLV SRvermRy®DNaEgt & XUUHQW
Days News, April 16, 2024.
https://lastdaysnews.com!/.

Liamputtong, Pranee and Ezzy, Douglas. Qualitative Research Methods 2nd Edition.
Oxford University Press, New York, N.Y, 2005.

Larkin, Clarence. The Book of Revelation: A Study of the Last Prophetic Book of
Holy Scripture. Philadelphia, PA: C. Larkin, 1919.

MacArthur, John. Because the Time is Near: John Macarthur Explains The Book of
Revelation. Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2007.

ODUNV 6LPR@HarmayWa:He, EU %DFN 81 )RUFH LQ 3RVWZDU *D]D
Bloomberg.com, November 16, 2023.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-11-16/us-eu-back-un-force-in-

postwar-gaza-adding-pressure-on-israel.

Marshall, C., and G. B. Rossman. 1999. Designing Qualitative Research. Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publication.

ODUWHO )UDQFHV 3 LVFRYHU\ &KDQQHO *LYHV 0%6 D 30DW

Rights-30ODJXHG 6D XGL BreithdrD Fuh&\28, 2023.
https://www.breitbart.com/entertainment/2023/06/28/discovery-channel-gives-

mbs-a-platform-to-promote-human-rights-plagued-saudi-megacity/.

OT&OLQWRFN -RKQ DQG -DPHV 6WURQJ 32&\FORSDHGLD %LE
Ecclesiastical Literature. McClintock. Strong. 12 Volumes.1867-1894. John,
OT&OLQWRFN 5HY "' -DPHV -85384UMReQ Dovwkidad,

%RUURZ DQG 6WUHDPLQJ " Y QWHUQHW $UFKLYH $FFHYV
https://archive.org/details/CyclopaediaBiblicalTheologicalEcclesiasticalLiterat
ure.Mcclintock.Strong.

OF.HQ]JLH 5RO ED:@ ¥bu ¥Rk Klaus Schwab Is Bad, Look at His Top
$GYLVHUYV ,GHDV ~ 7KH :HVWHUQ -RXUQDO -XO\
https://www.westernjournal.com/op-ed-think-klaus-schwab-bad-look-top-
advisers-ideas/.

Merriam, Sharan B., and Elizabeth J. Tisdell.2016. Qualitative Research. San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

245


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-11-16/us-eu-back-un-force-in-postwar-gaza-adding-pressure-on-israel
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-11-16/us-eu-back-un-force-in-postwar-gaza-adding-pressure-on-israel

Bibliography

SOHVVLDK a WKH 3URSKHW L{Paft H &2 LTAe3didh Z0BR HOLQH
Accessed April 29, 2024.
https://watch.messiah2030.com/.

S0HVVLDK a WKH 3URSKHWLFParHAY3 PtMUMM 7LPHOLQH
3 UR G X F WduRuDe, September 16, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwsjrcUtNhU.

SOHVVLDK a WKH 3URSKHWLFParH3wy/2 P&t4mm 7LPHOLQH
3 UR G X F WduRuBe, April 6, 2024.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SdcBodrOKADO.

Miller, StephenR. 3, QW HUSUHWLQJ 'DQLHOYVY 6HYHQW\ :HHNV 'LVP
Hope " "The Journal of Mid-Atlantic Baptist Theological Seminary, Spring
2015.

OLQWRQ (YDQ 31H TQnd Vdwér of Babel, the Fall of the Gods, and the
Divine Council Worldview - &HUHEUDO )DLWK ’- &hisli’shEUD O )DLWK
Apologetics, Biblical Studies, Systematic Theology, an Intellectually Fulfilled
Christianity, March 20, 2020.
https://cerebralfaith.net/genesis-10-11-the-tower-of-babel-the-fall-of-the-gods-
and-the-divine-council-worldview/.

I1DGHHP 5HHP 30RGHOLQJ WKH )XWXUH RI 5HOLJLRQ LQ $P
Center, September 13, 2022.
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/09/13/modeling-the-future-of-
religion-in-america/.

31HRP )D NgdnMsaudicity.net. Accessed April 26, 2024.
http://neomsaudicity.net/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/NEOM _fact_sheet Eglish_2017.10.24.pdf.

Nortey, Justin. ‘How the Pandemic Has Affected Attendance at U.S. Religious
Services Pew Research Center, March 28, 2023.
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2023/03/28/how-the-pandemic-has-
affected-attendance-at-u-s-religious-services/.

119 Ministries, End of Days: The 7 Churches, YouTube, April 19, 2017.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1IsHEF9ZUs.

246



Bibliography

Osborne, William R. 2016. 3% D E \ O ReQ.exham Bible Dictionary, edited by John
D. Barry, David Bomar, Derek R. Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas
Mangum, Carrie Sinclair Wolcott, Lazarus Wentz, Elliot Ritzema, and Wendy
Widder. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

Payne, J. Barton. Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy: The Complete Guide to
Scriptural Predictions and Their Fulfilment. AbeBooks, January 1, 1980.
https://www.abebooks.com/book-search/title/encyclopedia-biblical-prophecy-
complete-guide/author/barton-payne/.

Pitman, Josh. Pastor & Patriot, Heritage of the Founding Fathers. Accessed April 29,
2024. http://www.heritageofthefoundingfathers.com/article11.html.

5LFKDUGVRQ -RHO 3-RHOV 7UXPSHW ~ $FFHVVHG $SULO
https://joelstrumpet.com/.

Richardson, Joel. Mount Sinai in Arabia. Accessed April 29, 2024.
https://joelstrumpet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Mount-Sinai-in-
Arabia.pdf.

Richardson, Joel. O\VWHU\ %YDE\ORQ 8QORFNLQJ WKH %LEOHTV *Ul
Mystery. Washington, D.C.: WND, 2017.

Richardson, Joel. Sinai-to-Zion-Interior-PRINT.pdf. Accessed May 2, 2024.
https://joelstrumpet.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Sinai-to-Zion-INTERIOR-
PRINT.pdf.

Richardson, Joel. The Revived Islamic Empire of the Antichrist. Joel Richardson:
The Revived Islamic Empire of The Antichrist | mylslam.dk. Accessed April
29, 2024.
https://myislam.dk/articles/en/richardson%20r10-the-revived-islamic-empire-
of-the-antichrist.php.

Robertson, Pat. New World Order. New York, New York: Thomas Nelson, 1991.

Rosenthal, Marvin. Essay. In The Pre-Wrath Rapture of the Church. Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1990.

Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to
Understanding Biblical Truth. Chicago, IL: Moody Press. 1999.

247


https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Babylon
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:BASICTHEOL/2014-10-16T21:12:06Z/1078761?len=488
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:BASICTHEOL/2014-10-16T21:12:06Z/1078761?len=488

Bibliography

Sack, Ronald H. 3% D E \ O E€ydnians Dictionary of the Bible, edited by David Noel
Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck, Grand Rapids, MI: W.B.
Eerdmans, 2000. p. 142-143.

Salus, Bill. The Final Prophecies: The Prophecies in the Last 3 Y2 Years of the
Tribulation. La Quinta, CA: Prophecy Depot Publishing, 2020.

Schemm, Pete. 35 D S W Mkl lllustrated Bible Dictionary, edited by Chad
Brand, Charles Draper, Archie England, Steve Bond, E. Ray Clendenen, and
Trent C. Butler, 1366. Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003.

Schwab, Klaus, and Thierry Malleret. COVID-19: The Great Reset /Klaus Schwab;
Thierry Malleret. Switzerland: World Economic Forum, 2020.

Schwab, Klaus. The Fourth Industrial Revolution. Great Britain: Portfolio, 2017.

Scofield, C. I. The Scofield Reference Bible. London: Oxford University Press, 1909.

6PLWK *UHJRU\ $ 3ifi-HEéhX\8. AdUltstAie Now Religiously
8QDIILOLDWHG ~ 3HZ 5SHVHDUFK &HQWHU 'HFHPEHU
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/12/14/about-three-in-ten-u-s-
adults-are-now-religiously-unaffiliated/.

Smith, Uriah. Daniel and the Revelation. The Response of History to the Voice of
Prophecy; a Verse-by-Verse Study by Uriah Smith. with the text and with
plates. International Tract Society: London; printed in the U.S.A., 1897.

6RUHQVHQ 'DYLG 37KH (@ RODPPBIGLEM\WKH *GREDO /HDG!
World Control, April 25, 2024.
https://stopworldcontrol.com/endhumanity/.

Souter, Alexander. A Pocket Lexicon to the Greek New Testament, “Logos Bible
Software, January 1, 1917, https://www.logos.com/pocket-lexicon-to-the-
greek-new-testament?ssi=0.

Stewart, Ben Flanagan, DQG $VKOHLJK 3, QVLGH 1(20 6DXGL $UDELD
IRU WIRED Middle East, April 22, 2021.
https://wired.me/technology/how-saudi-arabias-ai-powered-neom-megacity-
will-actually-be-built/.

248


https://ref.ly/logosres/edotb?ref=Page.p+142&off=5915&ctx=siege+to+Jerusalem.+~Judah+was+reduced+to
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:HLMNILLBBLDICT/2023-08-12T01:15:39Z/5155097?len=65

Bibliography

6WURQJ -DPHV 37KH 1HZ 6WURQJYV &RQFLVH 'LFWLRQDU\ |
THVWDPHQW DQG WKH +HEUHZ %LEOH "~ /RJRV %LEOH 6F
https://www.logos.com/product/10514/the-new-strongs-concise-dictionary-of-
the-words-in-the-greek-testament-and-the-hebrew-bible?ssi=0.

Swanson, James A. A Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains:
Hebrew (OT). Logos Bible Software, January 1, 1997.
https://www.logos.com/product/692/a-dictionary-of-biblical-languages-with-
semantic-domains-hebrew?ssi=0.

3 )DFWV DERXW )DLWK LQ $PHULFDQ &LWLHV ~ %DUQD *UR.
https://www.barna.com/research/10-facts-faith-american-cities/.

S/KH $PD]LQJ 1DPH 1LFRODLWDQV 0 HABa@mh Bubli€atibes. ( W\PRORJ\
Accessed April 27, 2024. https://lwww.abarim-
publications.com/Meaning/Nicolaitans.html.

37KH &LW)\ @BbokK@AY. CHURCH FATHERS: City of God, Book XVI (St.
Augustine). Accessed April 22, 20240.
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/120116.htm.

Thomas, Robert L. Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary. Chicago: Moody
Press, 1995.

TUXWK (QG7LPHV 37KH 7\UD QEN Res HiRIK QURE-30,2622."
https://endtimestruth.com/the-tyranny-of-technocracy/.

38QLWHG 1DWLRQV &KDUWHU )XOO 7H[W ~ 8QLWHG 1DWLRC
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text.

Van Manen, Max. 2014. Phenomenoloqgy of Practice: Meaning-Giving Methods in
Phenomenological Research and Writing (Developing Qualitative Inquiry) 1st
ed. (New York: Left Coast Press, Inc., 2014).

Walters, Nelson. 3 & KX UFKHV $UABo®Je3us$ R&urn - How Can We Wake
Them Up" 0D W WYouTube, November 28, 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12g1k1GS6hl.

Walters, Nelson. Al Will Be Able to Do This In 3 Years - How Will The World
Change - Are We Ready " " "YouTube, February 10, 2024.
https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=PFjufGlzUoQ.

249


https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text

Bibliography

:DOWHUYV Bab@iohRs@ording!! EU Built A Tower Of Babel And Looks For A
New Nimrod - the Antichrist YouTube, August 20, 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GpzX6fY5d4.

:DOWHUYV Bbab@onhARebuik? Complete With Hanging Gardens - The Coming
Globalist Capital of the World YouTube, January 16, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NX1sAl6Vt90.

:DOWHUYV Dii@MmR-Jhe3Diabolical Plan Of Global Billionaires To Control
Your Soul. “YouTube, December 27, 2021.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWiwTchQ6DU&Iist=PL6SiKFI1tbEpa8hJI
3NcyRQJRagwcM2vs&index=6.

:DOWHUYV FidD Ve Qreadt Reset To The Mark of Beast YouTube,
December 19, 2020.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_Memg20WaY &list=PL6SiKFI1tbEpdm6
cRW3hGUGVNIWWnPegB.

:DOWHUV 1HOVRQ 3*OREDOLVWY 3URFODLP 7UBRBR@VKXPDQL\
Souls AsIfIt§A *RR G 7K &uJube, March 2, 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enZFaQVM6C4.

:DOWHUYV HbvOV&RUWUpited Nations Becomes The One World Government Of
Mystery Babylon YouTube, September 15, 2021.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnqgWVVOQu18&list=PL6SiKFI1tbEpa8hJ
ISNcyRQJRagwcM2vs.

:DOWHUV 1HOVRQ 30\WVWHU\ %DE\ORQI§ VheSelyWBRIFHXWLFDO
Order Doing This Right Now " “YouTube, December 30, 2020.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjg08TXloCc.

:DOWHUV 1HOVRQ 3TUOKRevel&iknx-UnhBtkiEtivns For The End Times
ORVW 'RQ WouduwRe, September 5, 2020.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEURAAIXxG4.

:DOWHUYVY 1HOVRQ 37KH 1H[W 2QH :RUOG *RYHUQPHQW ,VQ"
Will It Be? YouTube, November 22, 2021.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5Tu-
JgQJd0&list=PL6SiKFI1tbEpa8hJI3NcyRQJRagwcM2vs&index=4.

250


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_Memg20WaY&list=PL6SiKFl1tbEpdm6cRW3hGU6vNIWWnPegB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_Memg20WaY&list=PL6SiKFl1tbEpdm6cRW3hGU6vNIWWnPegB

Bibliography

:DOWHUV 1HOVRQ 37 Kbdu?7TdISEX OrDTWY EX&t Pdy According To
% L E ®ddTube, September 19, 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1M080SzkDUw&t=689s.

:DOWHUV 1HOVRQ 37ULEXODWLRQ 7LPHOLQH :KDW 'D\V :L(
$SSRLQWHG 7LPHV RI WKHYOWHW¥, S dmbeb26)\V202D.Q -~
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkBFsVJiVDs.

:DOWHUYV Wi Yersg Rider and Year Tribulation Starts Identified ~
YouTube, August 7, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncmtntw7Shw&t=643s.

:DOWHUV WhoOI¥YReQlly Behind The Great Reset And The Global Takeover °
YouTube, August 6, 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0a20ZgWzCQ4.

:DOWHUV 1HOVRQ 3<XYDO +DUDUL DQG :RUOG (FRQRPLF )F
+ X P D Q @uVube, January 31, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WHSach3gH4.

:DOWHUV 1HOVRQ 3:KHQ WKH )LUVW 6HDO RI 5SHYHODWLRQ
& KD S Weélllube, June 19, 2021.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEzkJ7BbCWA.

Walvoord, John F. Revelation The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition
of the Scriptures, Eds. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2. Wheaton, IL:
Victor Books, 1985.

Watson, Duane F. 1997. 3$ Q W L FBidfidndrywof the Later New Testament and Its
Developments, edited by Ralph P. Martin and Peter H. Davids, electronic ed.,
50. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

Watts, John D. Isaiah 1-33. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1985.
"HQVWURP :LOOMidnial, PBSELOOHQQLDO DQG $PLOOHQQLDO
Docslib. Accessed April 29, 2024. https://docslib.org/doc/1612617/pre-

millennial-post-millennial-and-amillennial-views.

Wikipedia, 31HRP ~ :LNLSHGLD $I8tpst//@n.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neom.

251


https://ref.ly/res/LLS:14.0.21/2023-08-01T22:25:12Z/328880?len=680

Bibliography

<RQJH &KDUOFhYWokéldf Philo: 8RPSOHWH DQG 8RRIDEIWMLGIHG

the Confusion of Tongues. Accessed April 29, 2024.
https://www.earlychristianwritings.com/yonge/book15.html.

Zeichmann &KULVWRSKHU % 33RRBx@ariBBle Dietionary, edited by
John D. Barry, David Bomar, Derek R. Brown, Rachel Klippenstein, Douglas
Mangum, Carrie Sinclair Wolcott, Lazarus Wentz, Elliot Ritzema, and Wendy
Widder, (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).

252



Appendix A.

Participant Consent Letter

253



Participant Consent Letter

Dear Participant,
My name is Steve C. Taylor, and | am a Doctoral student at Providence Bible
College and Theological Seminary, located in Portsmouth, Virginia (www.pbcts.edu),

pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree.

I am respectfully requesting that you attend a presentation concerning
end-time issues, complete a pre- and post-presentation questionnaire and interact as you
may feel appropriate in discussion both before and after the presentation. You may or may

not be contacted later for a one-on-one interview with this researcher.

The questionnaires take approximately ten (10) minutes to complete and
consist of twenty (20) items. The first section of the pre-presentation questionnaire elicits
demographic information QHHGHG RQO\ WR L GH Q \Whaddctevisgties. SHeUWLFLSDQW V'
additional questions will ask about your specific knowledge, thought and explanations in
relation to theological matters. Please kindly answer honestly and thoroughly.

Information obtained from your involvement will be used in a dissertation and
research project whose aim is to benefit the body of Christ. Your interactions before, during,
and after the presentation will be kept confidential as to your identity. However, it is
acknowledged that you consent to the use and recording of statements and interactions for
the purposes of the research project and incorporation in any work in furtherance of and for
the benefit of the body of Christ.

Your participation in this research project is greatly appreciated.

Signature:

Printed Name:

Date:
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Welcome To Our
Special Guests

Presentation by Steve Clayton Taylor
Candidate for Doctor of Ministry
At

Providence Bible College and Seminary

UNVEILING
MYSTERY
BABYLON:

CouLp THE
TRIBULATION
BEGIN IN 20247

Figure 1.1: Steve Taylor; 02/13/24; Welcome and presentation title Unveiling Mystery
Babylon: Could The Tribulation Begin In 2024? from Unveiling Mystery Babylon,
[PowerPaint slides]
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6WHYH 7D\ORU SLFWXUHG LQ IURQW RI VWDWXH RI WKH 3/LRQ RI %
the City of Babylon (Iraq). Photograph taken during 2003 Mission trip to Iraq.
Photographer: unknown.

7KH 3/LRQ RI %DEVORQ ~ 3KRWRJUDSK OLGGOH @@pemmbeQI8WLWXWH |
20109.

https://www.mei.edu/publications/irags-ancient-city-babylon-gets-long-overdue-international-r

ecognition, 04/21/24.

Figure 1.2: The Lion of Babylon
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Remains of the ancient City of Babylon. The foreground pictured was rebuilt during Sadam
Hussien's regime, and the background pictured was rebuilt during the reign of King
Nebuchadnezzar.

Photographer: Steve Taylor

3% DE\V\ORQ 5XLQV ~ 3KRWRJU D SusualQ avele D202 Qciplvelr 5) 20R0.
https:///www.unusualtraveler.com/visiting-the-ruins-of-babylon/ 04/21/24.

Figure 1.3: Pictured; the ruins of the City of Babylon
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Fresco depicting a map of Iraq as seen on wall of abandoned City of Babylon (Irag).
Photographer: Steve Taylor, taken during 2003 Mission trip to Irag.

Figure 1.4: Fresco; Map of Iraq
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Brick embossed with the name of King Nebuchadnezzar was placed in a section of the
wall(s) rebuilt during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar (605 +562 B.C.). The City of
Babylon had previously been destroyed by Sennacherib of Assyria in 689 B.C.
Photographer: Steve Taylor, taken during a 2003 Mission trip to Iraq.

Brick embossed with the name of Saddam Hussein was placed in section of

the wall(s) rebuild during the regime of Hussein (1979 +2003). The City of Babylon
had previously been destroyed by King Cyrus the Great of Persia in 539 B.C.
Photographer; Steve Taylor, taken during 2003 Mission trip to Iraq.

Figure 1.5: Significant bricks in the walls of the City of Babylon
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LAST DAYS WORLD GOVERNMENTS
ANTICHRIST "BEAST" GOVERNMENT RULES THE WORLD

Mystery Babylon 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4
Kingdom S m— ]
“The Woman . U Beast and 10 Messiah's
Rides the Beast" U N Kings destroy Kingdom
Revelation 13:1-8 Antichrist the Woman Jude 1:14
Revelation 17:3-15 “Beast” Babylon has Revelation 19:11-21
Kingdom fallen
Daniel 9:27 Revelation 17:16
Daniel 11:31 Revelation 18:1-24
Matthew 24:15

1 1
| Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

7 Years - The Tribulation

Figure 1.6: Steve Taylor; 02/13/24; Last Days World Governments; from Unveiling Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

WHO OR WHAT Is
"MYSTERY'" BABYLON

"Babylon" is mentioned 260+ times in the Bible
Only Revelation 17:5 refers to "Mystery Babylon".

"Mystery" is used to describe Babylon's identity - hidden
in the past but will be revealed in the future.

Within the scriptures, only the city of Jerusalem is referred
to more often than Babylon.

Figure 1.7: Steve Taylor; 02/13/24; Who Or What |V 30\VW H U\ " ; %o E)n@eRiy
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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PRESENT DAY
“CHIEF NOBLES”

Figure 1.8: Steve Taylor; 02/13/24; 3AUHVHQW 'D\ 3& K frain UhWwelirg Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

PHARMAKEIA

Pharmakeia

(far-mak-i'-ah)

Definition:

1. the use or the adminstering of drugs
2. poisoning

3. sorcery, magical arts, often found
in connection with idolatry and
fostered by it

4. metaph, the deceptions and
seductions of idolatry

Figure 1.9: Steve Taylor; 02/13/24; Pharmakeia; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon,
[PowerPaint slides]
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THE WoMAN RIDES THE BEAST

THE BEAsT Is LIKELY IsLamic, So IT Stanps To
REASON THAT MYSTERY BABYLON WILL BE As WELL

From the Past to the Present,

e e R they are always together.

circa 1956-1957

Where you find one,
you will find the other.

The Goddess
Ishtar
Ancient
Babylonian
European

Commonwealth
Games 2022

The Harlot and the Beast
York Minister Great East Window

Figure 1. 10: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, 37KH :RPDQ 5L Bekgt ¥HkelBeastis Likely
,VODPLF 6R ,W 6WDQGV WR 5HDVRQ 7KDW OfrohWidueilingp DE\ORQ :LO
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

THE GREAT RESET

Harnessing the
Fourth Industrial
~Revolution
\

Shaping the Eco-
nomic Recovary/ A

Klaus Schwab e Redesigning ,/
Chairperson of the Social SC:rI‘
World Economic Forum Sncha, S

Strengthening
Regional
 Development

and Jobs |

\
Restoring the ! Revitalizing

Health of th Global
THE GREAT Enwonment A ' Cooperstion

)
]

Developing Sustainable -
NARRATIVE e iiness Models

-
For a Better Future "ﬂ

%
e (ar

© World Economic Forum

Figure 1.11: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, 37 KH * U H D Wfréril Vriddling Mystery Babylon,
[PowerPaint slides]
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“A globalized world is best managed by a
coalition of multinational corporations,
governments (including through the UN
system) and select civil society
organizations (SCOs).” It argues that
governments no longer are “the
overwhelming dominant actors on the
world stage” and that “the time has come
for a new stakeholder paradigm of
international governance”.

~ Klaus Schwab

THE GREAT RESET

‘WHAT DID THEY SAY?

“In 1991, David Rockefeller wrote: “The
world is ready for a world government. The
supranational sovereignty of an intellectual
elite and world bankers is certainly
preferable to the national self-
determination practiced in past centuries.”
And he added: “We are on the verge of a
global transformation. All we need is the
‘right global crisis and the nations will
accept the New World Order.”

~ Carlo Vigano

“So on the one hand we have David
Rockefeller with the Trilateral
Commission, and on the other we have
Klaus Schwab, who is related by
marriage with the Rothchilds, with the
‘World Economic Forum, and both of
them are arm-in-arm with the head of
the Catholic Church to establish the
New Order by means of the Great Reset,
as has been planned since the 1950’s.”
~ Carlo Vigano

Figure 1.12: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, 37KH *UHDW 5HVHW ™ :KDWm UGveilikgH\ 6 D\
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

RAPTURE VIEWS COMPARED

RAPTURE VIEW COMPARISION

RAPTURE
PRETRIBULATION

.I. 1000 years
'R Millenninm

MIDTRIBULATION

1000 years
T 101 INlillcn u

m
RAPTURE é&kl{\"lﬁlu TION

POSTTRIBULATION
1000 years
= RIBUI nninm_

PREWRATH

No Wrath ‘A QQ_l
af

Beginning of Great 1000 years
Sorrows Tribulation Millennium

Figure 1.13: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Rapture Views Compared; from Unveiling Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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MYSTERY BABYLON

IDENTITY AND LOCATION

The Rome-based

Roman Catholic M:der: ?ay

Church: Apostate

St.Peter's Jer

Basilica; Rome, TeranIe N:ount

Italy -Jerusalem

[Old City],

Israel

A Rebuilt - F ¥ !
Babylonin Iraq: : Islam, Modern
Ishtar Gate; City y / Day Babylon

of Babylon b 4 City of Mecca,
Ancient Kingdom J — Saudia Arabia
of Babylon

The American e N Neom, Saudi
Nation: S Arabia:
New York City; ? ! Planr.|e:-l
New York . futuristic
United States of metropolis on
America the Red Sea

Figure 2.1: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Mystery Babylon *Identity And Location; from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

DyYSTOPIAN PARADISE

NEOM

THE
‘ Workd Economic Forum @ CAPITAL

You'll own nothing, and you'll be happy. This is how our CITY L)"
world could change by 2030. Read more: MYSTE

BABYLON

NEOM

The World Economic Forum (WEF) is envisioning the
ultimate 15-minute city as your home of the future.

Itis a place where you will never have to leave home
or own anything, including a car.

You’'lkown nothing. Based on the input of the members of the World
And you’ll be happy Economic Forum'’s Global Future Councils -

Buse mermbors of the Wortd Economic Forumy

You'LL OWN NOTHING. AND You'LL BE HAPPY.

Figure 2.2: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Dystopian Paradise +Neom; from Unveiling Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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G st (of
s e
NEOM WILL BE e P e S R Powerful City

Figure 2.3: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Neom Will Be ...; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon,
[PowerPaoint slides]

..".';"' i
+Toman (approx)

Epom Is NEom
IN
SAUDIA ARABIA

+Dedan (Al-ULxy

GENESIS 36:1 - Now this is the
genealogy of Esau, who is Edom.
ISAIAH 34:1-12 - And the streams
of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and
her soil into sulfur; her land shall
become burning pitch.

MALACHI 1:2-5 - ...the Lord of hosts
says, "They may build, but | will tear
down, and they will be called

the 'wicked country..."

OBADIAH 8-10, 18 - The house of Jacob
shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph
a flame, and the house of Esau
stubble...

Figure 2.4: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Edom Is Neom In Saudia Arabia; from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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THE WHITE HORSE PROPHECY

1And | saw the Lamb opened one of the
seals, and | heard, as it were a noise of
thunder, one of the four beasts say,
Come and see. 2 And | saw, and behold
a white horse: and he that sat on him
had a bow; and a crown was given unto
him: and he went forth conquering, and
to conquer.

REVELATION 6:1-2 [KJv]

Figure 2.5: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The White Horse Prophecy; from Unveiling Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

WHITEWASHED SEPULCHERS

RIGHTEOUSNESS OR DECEPTION

Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for

Figure 2.6: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Whitewashed Sepulchers *Righteousness Or
Deception; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPaint slides]
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Bow

RIGHTEOUSNESS OR DECEPTION

Figure 2.7: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Bow zRighteousness Or Deception; from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

PEACEKEEPING

RIGHTEOUSNESS OR DECEPTION

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION
’ \ pio"

ROLE OF UN IN . 4

MAINTAINING Gy oS ] « 5+ FOR WHEN THEY SHALL SAY,

PEACE & SECURITN < ) PEACE AND SAFETY;

THEN SUDDEN DESTRUCTION COMETH UPON THEM,
AS TRAVAIL UPON A WOMAN WITH CHILD;
AND THEY SHALL NOT ESCAPE.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:3

Figure 2.8: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Peacekeeping tRighteousness Or Deception; from
Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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THE STEPHANOS CROWN

RIGHTEOUSNESS OR DECEPTION

P / UNITED NATIONS

If the White Horse and its’ Rider signify deception, this
victor’s wreath or crown represents empty pledges of peace
and ity disguising the calamity soon to follow.

9

Figure 2.9: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Stephanos Crown *Righteousness Or Deception;
from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

UNITED NATIONS’ PACT FOR THE FUTURE

THE GLOBAL GOALS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Figure 2.10: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, United NationV{ 3DFW )RU 7 KiHe GioWaK UH =+
Goals For Sustainable Development; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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UNITED NATIONS’ PACT FOR THE FUTURE

THE COVENANT WITH MANY

And he shall confirm the
covenant with many for
one'Week...

AN =Barniel 9:27

Figure 2.11: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, 8QLWHG 1DWLRQVY 3D FWe)®wnaikH )XW XUH
With Many; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

UNITED NATIONS’ PACT FOR THE FUTURE

‘WHITE HORSE PARALLELS

PARALLEIS "U.N. PACT OF THE FUTURE" WITH DANIEL 9:27:
UN SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE WEBSITE - The Pact will be negotiated,
and endorsed by countries in the lead-up to and during the Summit in
September 2024. The result will be a world - and an international
system - that is better prepared to manage the challenges we face
now and in the future, for the sake of all humanity and for future

generations.
DANIEL 9:27 [KJV] - And he shall confirm the covenant with many

for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice
and the obligation to cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation,
and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

CONQUER]NG THROUGH PEACE:
WHITE HORSE RIDER Seeks to deceive humamty with a false
of ri ing in global pea:e
UNITED NATIONS (UN); Aspires to cong gh dipl
military strength.
=  WORLD HEALTH ORAGANIZATION (WHO) Seeks to govern global
health p of

9

Figure 2.12: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, 8QLWHG 1DWLRQVY 3D EWhijeRHdrseKH )XW XUH
Parallels; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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THE MYSTERY OF THE gﬁ?ﬂ‘:ﬁz‘fsfm Jesus how to live a Christian life.

= PROBI.EM Apocalyptu: text end time references throughout the letters are

SEVEN CH[]'RCHES not app hes; letter to THYATIRE - REVELATION 2:22,

letter to SARDIS REVELATION 3:3, and letter to PERGAMOS - REVELATION 2:16.
PROBLEM: Jesus tells us that the Book of REVELATION is a book of prophecy;
TRADITIONAL INTERPRETATIONS REVELATION 1:19, 19:10 and 22:6-7

AND PROBLEMS CHURCH AGE:

Each of the seven churches represents a single and specific time-period or

church era from Pentecost to the present.

= PROBLEM: Dates of the church eras are assumed, and scholars are unable to
agree on beginning and ending dates of the time periods or church eras.

= PROBLEM: Church eras have come and gone, and the prophetic events
referenced in the letters to the seven churches, said to represent those eras,
have yet to occur; i.e. the letter to THYATIRE and the great tribulation.

CHURCH TYPE:

Each of the seven churches represents a type of CHURCH AGE and are unique to

that time-period or represent a church type during any part of the tribulation.

*  PROBLEM: The seven churches were chosen for what they symbollzed but
characteristics and traits of all the churches exist simuls

> time, even today, and cannot be relegated to a single CHURCH 'AGE. Atno

| = A time was a single type of church was dominant.

Figure 2.13: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Mystery Of The Seven Churches zTraditional
Interpretations And Problems; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPaint slides]

TRANSLATING REVELATION 1:19

Therefore, write 1) the things which you have
seen, and 2) the things which are, and 3) the
things which will take place after these things.
REVELATION 1:19 [KJV]

A three-fold division of the Book of Revelation

The word "are" in Greek is "ha eisin"” or "they are”
or "they signify."
Henry Alford T lation; M New T C y

y

Therefore, write 1) the things which you have seen,
and the things which they signify, and 2) the things
which will take place after these thing.

REVELATION 1:19 using the Alford Translation of ha eisen

A two-fold division of the Book of Revelation

Figure 2.14: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Translating Revelation 1:19; from Unveiling Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

271



Appendix B: Illustrations

THE MYSTERY OF THE
SEVEN CHURCHES

CONSIDERING AN END
TIMES APPLICATION

THE SEQUENTIAL — SEVEN SEALS APPROACH

The Church of Ephesus
"Hates the Nicolatians"

The Church of Smyrna
“The suffering church"

The Church of
Pergamos" the
compromising church®

The Church of Thyatira
“The church threatened
with Great tribulation"

The Church of Sardis" the
dead church, great
apostacy & great
martyrdom®

The Church of
Philadelphia” the
raptured church, the
open door church”

The Church of Laodicea
“the trial of the people,
the left behind, lukewam
church®

White Horse:
Deception
Revelation 6:1-2

Red Horse: War
Revelation 6:3-4

Black Horse: Famine
Revelation 6:5-6

Pale Horse:
Pestilence
Revelation 6:7-8

Martyrdom & Great
Tribulation
Revelation 6:9-11

Heavenly
Signs/Tribulation
Revelation 6:12-17

Seven Trumpets
& Bowls/Rapture
Revelation 6:12-17

False Messiahs and
Prophets

Bloodshed, War, and
Chaos

Economic Collapse
and Famine

Abomination and
Death

Martyrdom, Witness,
and Apostasy

Celestial Signs

Figure 2. 15: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Mystery Of The Seven Churches *Considering
An End Times Application; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

NICOLAITANE MEANS “CONQUERER OF THE PEOPLE”

But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the
Nicolaitanes, which | also hate. Revelation 2:6 [kJv]

Nicolaitanes definition:
nikos meaning “conqueror” + laos meaning “people.”

Figure 2.16: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, 1LFR O D L W D Qéhq0étdd QfVhé 3HR S @dh -
Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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Figure 2. 17: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Is The Rider A Nicolaitian?, from Unveiling Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

PRINCIPLES AND PROPHECIES
REVEALING JESUS' RETURN

MESSIAH

THE PROPHETIC MESSIANIC TIMELINE

Messiah2030.com

Figure 2.18: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Principles And Prophecies +t5HYHDOLQJ -HVYXVY 5HW X
from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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Figure 2.19: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, A Day Is To A Thousand Years Principal; from
Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

Figure 2.20: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Hosea Prophecy; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon,
[PowerPoint slides]
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Figure 2. 21: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Jubilee Principle; from Unveiling Mystery Babylon,
[PowerPaint slides]

Figure 2.22.a: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Day And Hour No One Knows? from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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Figure 2.22.b: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Day And Hour No One Knows? from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

Figure 2.22.c: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Day And Hour No One Knows? from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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Figure 2.22.d: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Day And Hour No One Knows? from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

Figure 2.22.e : Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Day And Hour No One Knows? from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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Figure 2.22.f Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Day And Hour No One Knows? from Unveiling
Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]

Figure 2.23: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, Wise Or Foolish? Wicked Or Wise? +Will You Know
The Day Of The Bridegroom  Return? from Unveiling Mystery Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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Figure 2.24: Steve Taylor, 02/13/24, The Timeline Unsealed; from Unveiling Mystery
Babylon, [PowerPoint slides]
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7KH 8 1 ,V 30DQQLQJ 7R 6HL]

L(PHUJHQF\Y 3RZHUV LWK %L

BY:JUSTIN HASKINS
JULY 04, 2023
4 MIN READ

IMAGE CREDIT SAIQ/IC BY 2.0

The proposal might be the biggest attempted power grab in the
history of the United Nations. If approved, the United States as we
know it could cease to exist.
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In September 2024, less than two months before the next U.S.
SUHVLGHQWLDO HOHFWLRQ WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV ZL(
)XWXUH ~ ZKHUH PHPEHU Q PBaat foRtQeVFuflkeO™MeD GRSW D
agreement will solidify numerous policy reforms offered by the U.N. over the
past two years as part of its sweeping Our Common Agenda platform.

Although there are numerous radical proposals included in the agenda,
SHUKDSV QRQH DUH PRUH LPSRUWDQW WKDQ WKH 8 1
SODWIRUP ~ D VWXQQLQJ SURSRVDO WR JLYH WKH 8 1
RlI IXWXUH 3JOREDO anhktReFWovidwide YdnKerbia/

Many of the details of the U.N. emergency platform were laid out in a
ODUFK SROLF\ SDSHU WLWOHG S6WUHQJWKHQLQJ WI
Complex Global Shocks? $Q (PHUJHQF\ 3ODWIRUP =~ ,Q WKH SDSFt
secretary-general ZULWHV 3, SURSRVH WKDW WKH *HQHUDO $\
Secretary-General and the United Nations system with a standing authority to
convene and operationalize automatically an Emergency Platform in the event
Rl D IXWXUH FRPSOH[ JOREDO VKRFN RI VXIILFLHQW VF

Once triggered, the emergency platform would give the U.N. the ability
WR 3DFWLYHO\ SURPRWH DQG GULYH DQ LQWHUQDWLRC
SULQFLSOHV RI HTXLW\ DQG VROLGDULW\ DW WKH FHQ'
EULQJ WRJIJHWKHU W Kfthe WoNdDihchidirig @dadédits,
JRYHUQPHQWY SULYDWH VHFWRU DFWRUV DQG 3LQWH
to ensure there is a unified, global response to the crisis.

The emergency platform would also give the United Nations the power
WR 3(QVXUH WKDW DOO SDUWLFLSDWLQJ DFWRUV PDNH
meaningfully to the response and that they are held to account for delivery on
WKRVH FRPPLWPHQWYV ~

In other words, the United Nations would be given unprecedented
authority over the public and private sectors of huge swaths of the world, all in
the name of battling a yet unknown crisis.
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It Gets Worse

As difficult as it might be to believe, the story gets even worse from
here. Although the duration of the emergency platform would initially be set
IRU D 3ILQLWH SHULRG ~ DW 3WS&dfetth@@nBral Yol W SHULR:
HIWHQG WKH ZRUN RI DQ (PHUJH QdetoslDdtoth&®@ UP L1 UHTX
8QLWHG 1DWLRQVYT RZQ SROLF\ SURSRVDO

That means the secretary-general would have the authority to keep the
emergency platform in place indefinitely, all without reauthorization from
member nations.

:KDW NLQG RI 3 JOREDO VKRFN™ ZRXOG WULJJHU WK
U.N. provides several possible examples in its formal proposal, including a
SPDMRU FOLPDWLF HYHQW ~ 3IXWXUH SDQGHPLF ULVNYV
GLVUXSWLRQ “ :PDMRU HYHQW LQ RXWHU VSDFH "~ DQG
SXQIRUHVHHQ ULVNV JEODFN VZDQT HYHQWYV

7KLV LVQTW WR VD\ WKDW WKHVH LQFUHGLEO\ EUR
potential justifications allowed to trigger the emergency platform. The
SURSRVDO PDNHV FOHDU WKDW LW 3ZRXOG DOORZ WKH
Nations to be maximized in the face of crises with global reach and should be
uUDIJQRVWLF DV WR WKH W\SH RI FULVLY 1 DV ZH GR QR
ZH PD\ IDFH LQ WKH IXWXUH -

) XU W K H WBecré&tiri#General would decide when to convene an
(PHUJHQF\ 3ODWIRUP LQ UHVSRQVH WR D FRPSOH[ JOR

2U SXW LQ VLPSOHU WHUPV D 3JOREDO VKRFN™ LV
leadership says it is, triggered whenever the U.N. desires.

Biden Admin Supports the Proposal

The emergency platform proposal might be the biggest attempted power
grab in the history of the United Nations, but as shocking as it is, it pales in
FRPSDULVRQ WR WKH %LGHQ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQTV WUFL
proposal.
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5DWKHU WKDQ DVVHUW $PHULFDYV LQGHSHQGHQFH
House has expressed its support for the emergency platform. U.S.
Ambassador Chris Lu noted in at least two March 2022 speeches that the
Biden administration backs the emergency platform, along with numerous
RWKHU SURSRVDOV LQFOXGHG LQ 32XU &RPPRQ $JHQGI

The emergency platform would centralize an immense amount of power
and influence, giving the United Nations greater control over the lives of
Americans than it has ever had before. And rather than stand up for
$PHULFDQVY ULJKWV 3UHVLagkedb ILLcbu) KDV DOUHDG

If the emergency platform is approved, the United States as we know it
FRXOG FHDVH WR H[LVW 7KDW VRXQGV GLUH EXW LWY
freedom now or risk everything come September 2024.

Justin Haskins (Jhaskins@heartland.org) is the director of the Socialism
Research Center at The Heartland Institute and a New York Times

bestselling author.
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